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If you believe in
supporting community services,

Think
Ekal!
Ekal is the biggest voluntary
organization in the country working in
rural areas, and promoting village
development programmes which
include literacy, healthcare, economic
development and capacity building.
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Ekal has its presence in more
than 34,000 villages and aims to reach
one lac of villages by 2013.

When you support Ekal
Movement, you are empowering rural
Bharat for a true change.
At Ekal your every rupee
counts and ninety percent of your
funding goes to the cause in shaping
better future of the marginalized
people. And a meager ten percent is
utilized on administration.
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SUBSCRIBE

EKAL PRAYAS
and make a difference!

Yes, I would like to subscribe
Ekal Prayas for 1 year for six issues
At 150 /-

Name: Mr./Ms./Organization:............................……………………................................................
Date of Birth: DD MM YY:.............................................................................................................
Address:..................................…………………………………….........…………………………….....
…………………………………………........................……..Pin:.......................................................
State:........................................................Mobile No.:....................................................................
Phone No.:................................................ (Res):...........................................................................
e-mail:.........................................................................................................................…………......
Please find enclosed herewith my cheque /DD No:........................................................................
Dated:.................................... Bank:...............................................................................................
for 150/- favoring Ekal Sansthan.
Kindly fill in the mailing order form with your remittance and mail it to:
Ekal Sansthan, 1st floor, 8 Local Shopping Complex, Okhla-II, New Delhi-110 020.
Phone: 4050 3331.
Signature:…………………............... Date:...................
For any information e-mail to us at
subscription@ekalprayas.org. You can also subscribe online: www.ekalprayas.org
All disputes shall be subject to Delhi jurisdiction only.
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Awake, Arise and Achieve
fiz; nksLrksa]
Þuj lsok ukjk;.k lsokß fganw thou “kSyh dk n”kZu gSA viuh dekbZ dk n”kka”k nku djuk
lekt ds yksxksa dh lsok esa yxkuk pkgs fQj oks rhFkZLFkyksa ij /keZ”kkyk fuekZ.k gks ;k tkuojksa ds
fy, ihus ds ikuh dh ckoyh dk bartke djuk gksA ;g Hkkjr dh lkekftd O;oLFkk dk vfHkUu
vax jgk gSA vius fuR; ds dk;ksZ esa gh ru&eu vkSj /ku ls lsok djus dk funsZ”k iqjkru dky ls
gh /keZ xq:vksa us fn;k gSA vusd /keZ xzaFkksa esa Hkh bldk mYys[k fd;k x;k gSA fo|kvtZu dh
lqfo/kk iqjkru dky ls gh lekt ds yksxksa }kjk djok, tkus ds vusd izek.k Hkkjr ds bfrgkl
esa of.kZr gSA
Þnku Hkksxksa uf”k”Roksa xR;ks HkofUr foÙkL;] ;ks uk nnfr uk eqDrs rL; r`rh;k xfr Hkorhß
vFkkZr /ku dh dsoy rhu xfr gksrh gS & nku] Hkksx vkSj uk”k] blfy, dek, gq, /ku dk
miHkksx djus ds vykok Js’B mi;ksx nku gh gSA Hkkjr esa nku dh yach ijEijk gSA nku ohj
d.kZ ls ysdj vkt Hkh vthe izseth tSls /kuk<~;ks us bl Øe dks cuk, j[kk gSA
fiNys fnuksa ekbZØkslksQ~V vesfjdk ds ,d tujy esustj] Jh jksMuh DykdZ ,dy
fo|ky; ns[kus jktLFkku ds dqN xkaoksa esa x;s] tgka mUgksaus xzke thou dks cgqr ut+nhd
ls ns[kk o vuqHko fd;kA mu ij bl ;k=k dk D;k izHkko iM+k mls og vius laLej.k
esa gesa crk jgs gSaA

Editorial Coordinator
Harsh Malik

vk”kk gS ,dy iz;kl dk ;g vad ikBdksa dks lekt lsok ,oa /keZ
ikyu dh vksj vkSj vf/kd izsfjr djsxkA

Art Consultant
Sandeep KV

vkidk

Head Office
Ekal Prayas, 1st Floor, 8 Local Shopping Complex,
Okhla Industrial Area - II, New Delhi - 110 020.
Phone: 011- 4050 3331. Fax: 011- 4050 3332.
E-mail: ekalprayas@gmail.com
www.ekalprayas.org
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We only wish our itinerary could
have included a visit to one of Indian
villages where Ekal works. We know,
we would have been both impressed
and inspired.
Betty Hudson,
Executive Vice President, Communications
National Geographic Society, Washington
Something to think, something to
talk and something to inspire. That is
what Ekal Prayas means to me after
t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f a y e a r.
Congratulations for performing well
issue after issue.
Ajay Jain,
IT Consultant, Delhi.
Malfunctioning of a system leads to
corruption and in such circumstances
the RTI act is very effective tool to
combat with corrupt elements in the
government machinery.

Your cover title on RTI is very
meaningful and appropriate in the
context of inside contents and interview
of Sri Shailesh Gandhi by Dr. Gyan
Pathak. One gets clear perspective on
the issue and how it helps empowering
people in knowing their rights.
Sandeep Sen,
Businessman, Kolkatta.
At the first instance, it's hard to
believe that Didi Ma is doing so much
good for deprived children in a place
like Virandaban. It is not less than a
divine effort and hoping one day
students passed out from Vatsalya
Gram will do proud to the society.

Hundreds of people are indebted
to Sri Shailesh Gandhi whose initiatives
first as RTI activist and later on as a
Chief Information Commissioner has
left significant impact on popularizing
the act across the nation. Simultaneously, his contributions are immense
that has created a new thrust level by
sensitizing 'aam aadmi' and making
officials more responsible towards their
actions.

Ekal's Vanyatra concept is very
innovative and fascinating. Besides
giving first hand experience to the
donors or potential donors, it inspires
others to join the movement; so
dedicated in uplifting life of the people
living in rural and remote areas.

Anupam Ganguli,
Copy Writer, Delhi.

Deepto Banerjee,
Student, Delhi.

Santosh Unnikrishanan,
Social Activist, Trivandrum.

It is our pleasure to associate with Ekal. All the very best for your initiative and
the lives that we will impact through our joint collaboration.
Pragya Agarwal, CSR, Administration, Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited

6

th+ uVsodZ dh lp
w uk ds vf/kdkj ij
efqge vius vkiea s ,d vR;Ur egRoi.wkZ
vkjS ljgkuh; dne gAS lekpkjka s ls vkxs
Hkh ehfM;k dh lekt ds ifzr D;k Hkfwedk
gS th+ dh ^vkjVhvkbZ ls ykd
s iky fcy*]
bl dk ,d mTtoyra mnkgj.k gAS
lekt vius vf/kdkjka s ds ifzr ftruk
tkx:d o ltx gkxsk mlea s fodkl dh
mruh gh iczy lHakkouk,a gkxashA lp
w uk ds
vf/kdkj dkuuw bl nf`"V ls fdruk
egRoi.wkZ gS bldk vnaktk Lo;a yxk;k
tk ldrk gAS
,dy LokfHkeku tkxj.k dh
vkjVhvkbZ dk;;Zkt
s uk Hkh blh dMh+ dk
,d vxa gS ftldk xkzeh.k lekt ds
fodkl ij xgjk iHzkko n[skus dks fey jgk
gAS
et
a hr efyd]
Mh,oh Ldy
w ] lkfgckckn
vUrjk"ZVhª; eYw;ka s ds vkB fcnaq lgh
ek;uka s ea s lp
w uk ds vf/kdkj dk ck/sk
djokrs gAaS it
z kr=a ea s jktuhfrd O;oLFkk
dha dk;iZ}fr o mldh ikjnf'krZk dk
ml jk"Vª ds fodkl ea s D;k egRo g]S ;g
vkB Lo.kZ eYw; bl ckr dk |krsd gAS
,dy iz;kl dh liakndh; njwnf'krZk
bl fo"k; ij i'zkl
a uh; gAS
nhik xkLsokeh]
d:
q {k=s
ouc/akq ifj"kn dks e/;inz'sk
ljdkj ls ^BBd
~ j ckck lEeku* feyus
ij leLr ,dy ifjokj c/kkbZ dk ik=
gAaS
,dy ds fofHkUu piSVjka s }kjk
vk;kfstr le;&le; ij vud
s
dk;Ø
Z e vk;kfstr fd;s tkrs gAaS ftlea s
fo'k"sk :i ls ^,dy Xykcsy yfux±* ds
fo"k; ea s tkudj ,dy ds foLrkj vkjS
O;kidrk dk vkHkkl gkrsk gAS
euh"k jk;]
jx
a ep
a deh]Z Hkkisky
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Indian Tribal

Towards the Mainstream Civilization
There are tribes facing extinction
and there are tribes enjoying all the
fruits of human development. Many are
absolutely in primitive stages and living
in pre-historic era thousands of years
behind, and many are ultra modern. All
other tribes are living between the two
extremes. These tribes constitute 8.2%
of the nation's total population, over 84
million people according to the 2001
census. This creates not only political
interest in them but also cultural
interests. For years, efforts have been
put to bring them into political
mainstream and the cultural
mainstream too. It goes without saying
that their pathetic conditions are the
result of neglect and apathy. We took
almost 25 years after independence to
merely enlist 'the primitive tribal groups'
facing extinction. Only by 1975, we
were able to enlist 75 such primitives
facing extinction. At least four of them
have population of less than hundred,
and two of them less than 50. These
primitive tribes are spread in various
states of India.
We took almost half a century, after
Independence, to know that the task in
hand cannot be handled by partial
attention of certain ministries, and
therefore, Union Government had
constituted a separate ministry - the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs for the first time

May-June, 2011

in October 1999 with the objective of
providing more focused attention on the
integrated socio-economic
development of the most underprivileged sections of the Indian society.
The essential characteristics
of the tribal communities
Irrespective of the level of progress
in various tribal communities, they have
five essential characteristics: primitive
traits; geographical isolation; distinct
culture; shyness in respect of contact
with people; and economic backwardness.
The distinctiveness of the tribes
lies in these five essential
characteristics. The primitive traits are
found in all their activities, be it their
living places, livelihood pattern or the
culture. Their beliefs and rituals are all
in harmony with nature and in no way
disrupts the ecological balance.

The uniqueness of their culture has
to be understood by us if we want to do
something for them. Warm hospitality,
simple ways of living and sincere
judgment of the opinions are some of
the remarkable traits. Even their
customs show their belief in simplicity.
Most of the tribes have their own gods
and goddesses. They have even their
own languages and many of them have
their own scripts. They mostly depend
on nature. Except for the few, most of
the tribes in India are sociable,
hospitable and fun loving along with
strong community bonds. Some of the
tribes share patriarchal cultural ties and
some of the tribal societies are women
oriented. They have their own festivals
and celebrations.
In course of time, they have been
subjected to external influences by
invaders and exploiters, apart from the
influences of industrialization,
urbanization or other developmental
activities. However, the tribal people
are clinging their identity and struggling
against the enforced external
influences that threaten their culture.
Even the word 'primitive traits'
used by some carries a bias on the
ground that they are nature worshipers,
ancestor worshiper or believers in
spirits etc. These traits are found even
in non-tribals.
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activities relating to tribal welfare. We
must understand what 'the mainstream'
is because it is where we want to bring
them to.

It is a grave mistake on our part to
call them primitive in their culture and
belief. Even the people, who think
themselves in the mainstream have
elements in their culture and beliefs
which are more 'primitive' than those of
the tribals.
Bringing tribals
into the mainstream
There is no denying the fact that
the situation of the tribal communities in
general remains pathetic. It is because
we have been trying to improve their
socio-economic condition in the
manner that threatens their value
system and cultural identity. It is not true
that they are not willing to develop
themselves socially or economically.
They do want to develop, but with their
own value system and culture, which
we do not understand or refuse to
understand. Even when we
understand, our understanding is
devoid of the appropriate sensibility
towards them.
The question is what does it mean
by bringing tribal people into the
mainstream? It has always been a
debatable question but we need to
know something about 'the main
stream' even before venturing into the

8

Many people or groups are
targeting the tribals to bring them into
their cultural mainstream, converting
them into their religious fold. Some are
targeting them to bring them into their
political fold which they love to call
political mainstream. Some people are
subverting their value system by trying
to make them believe that their values
are primitive and orthodox and they
need to shed them to become a part of
their so called 'progressive
mainstream'. Some of the people are
trying to disturb their natural habitat in
the name of saving them from
'geographical isolation'. The cunning
people are taking advantage of their
simplicity, and so on. Obviously, all
such people are doing harm to them
and the whole concept of bringing them
into 'the mainstream' is a farce.
The concept of bringing them into
the mainstream is not yet written
categorically anywhere in any public
document. However, the plans and
policies followed by the government of
India and the states along with well
intentioned people working among the
tribal point out towards 'the mainstream
of civilization', though imperfect, aims
at freedom and democracy. These are
its corner stones with creation and
preservation of human values, beautiful
things and general happiness along
with all round progress and prosperity.
Systemic removal of prejudices and
biases to make room for wisdom is its
essential element. Injustice in all forms
is to be removed. The highest aim is to

achieve such a level of civilization
where no one hurts anyone in any way
whatsoever.
Thus, when we try to bring them
into the mainstream of our civilization,
we do not intend to bring them under the
influence of our aberrations like
corruption, promiscuity, dishonesty,
crookedness, insensibilities etc. It is to
give them a share of the fruits of the
progress and prosperity what human
civilization has already achieved
without enforcing them to follow our
dictates or making them fall into our
vicious traps. In brief, we should want
for them material prosperity and
intellectual progress without disturbing
their culture, value system, beliefs and

identity. The Ministry of Tribal Affair has
already been at work for years. Many
non-government and voluntary
organizations as well as individuals are
working among or for them. However,
situation demands much more planned
and cohesive efforts to bring them into a
mainstream civilization.
Dr. Gyan Pathak
Senior Journalist

May-June, 2011
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salvation from despair for themselves
in particular and people in general.
They ultimately realize it but when
there is no time or energy left with them
to rectify the mistake. In this backdrop,
the question is rightly being asked,
who really cares for the society?
The Old Model

“Let us not be satisfied
with just giving money.
Money is not enough,
money can be got,
but they need
your hearts to love them.

love

So, spread your
everywhere you go”.
Mother Teresa.

Love is that hope which brings
salvation. Joy, Sorrow, Hate, Anger,
Fear, and Anxiety cannot lead us to
salvation from despair. This is the only
basic emotion out of the seven that has
the capacity to move a person to do
something good to others, and
ultimately to oneself. And when it goes
beyond individuals to all human
beings, the whole of the humanity is
saved, as it was saved by Prometheus,
a Greek mythological character, by
giving fire and hope to mankind, or by
Prajapati, an Indian mythological
character, by performing Yagya and

May-June, 2011

giving instructions to men and gods to
live happily for good. There can be
found number of lovers of mankind in
literature and history, whose love for
mankind gave rise to the term
'philanthropy', the activity stemming
out from love for human beings.
In course of time, aberration crept
in this fundamental concept of
philanthropy mainly due to dislocation
of character and behaviour of the so
called philanthropists, who were
primarily interested in their own love
for publicity to make people believe
them 'good' or even 'great' as against
obscurity of the self. In the earlier
model it was propagated that even the
left hand should not know what the
right hand gave, but the new model
encourages too much publicity for
even a little act of goodness.
Moreover, one can find number of so
called philanthropists who disguise
their numerous acts against humanity
under 'little acts of goodness' with
great fanfare and publicity. By doing so
they lose the very purpose of achieving

The Old Model emphasized on
three things Action, Hope and
Obscurity. 'Action' is their hope, and in
the hope of improving human
conditions they prefer 'act of
goodness'. Action and Hope go
simultaneously in such ways that
encourage obscurity of the person who
perform the act of goodness. They
propagated the philosophy do well and
forget. They silently preferred to do
something good without hoping for any
return. It was purely 'love for human
beings', nothing else, not even hope
for recognition for their act of
goodness. This model also includes
religious and charitable organizations
that were re-channelizing the funds for
bigger social cause. Such
organizations had also been known for
their philanthropy creation like ponds,
archers, hospitals, schools,
dharmshallas, public shelters, etc.
The New Model
In the New Model, obscurity has
been done away with. Action and Hope
remains there but the connotation has
lately been changed. 'Act of goodness'
is now intended for one or the other
self-benefit, and Hope (for betterment
of other human beings) is now
primarily for self-benefit. Publicity has
replaced obscurity along with a claim
for tax or other benefits in lieu of our
acts of goodness for others.

9
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Another dimension has been
added to it after introduction of NGO
movement. Charity model is being
replaced by entrepreneur model,
making 'act of goodness' a profession.
This model generates money to
sustain its efforts in addition to
receiving donations. Such
philanthropists are making substantial
money.
The Challenges Ahead
With emergence of the new model
of philanthropy, we are faced with
many challenges right from the stage
of concept to its implementation.
The question - who really cares,
smacks hopelessness of certain
individuals who believe that nobody is
doing any good to others without any
self-interest. This approach
sometimes serves detrimental for the
very acts of goodness done by certain
individual who, on account of their
genuinity of thought and
action, feel somewhat
humiliated when
challenged in
this fashion. It
discourages
them to
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encourage 'act of goodness' even it is
done for self-interest not amounting to
immoral or illegal. Not encouraging
'act of goodness' will be harmful for the
society. We can achieve nothing with
hopelessness and inaction and we
must not encourage such thoughts.

source. Even ill-gotten money is
injected in such 'act of goodness'
activities in the hope that people
believe the donation maker 'good' or
'great'. Whatever may be the reason,
they should not be discouraged to do
something good.

It is in this context, governments
all over the world are supporting NGO
movement as private initiative of doing
something good in an organized way. It
is to encourage such movements
governments are giving tax and other
benefit to such organizations.

In the new entrepreneur model,
where 'act of goodness' has become a
profession should be stringently
regulated under law. The governments
should adopt utmost vigilant line of
action and should make sufficient laws
for their regulation. It is also necessary,
because of many incidents coming out
in open of the involvement of money
being pumped in by extremist
organizations for ulterior motives.

Private initiatives must go on. It
does not mean that society should not
be vigilant about the real intentions of
the person doing 'good' to others. We
should object to it only when the
intentions are 'illegal or immoral' in
nature. Other genuine self-interest
should be ignored.
Raising funds is a very difficult
task. Very few persons come
forward with donations for
public good and the
fund raising
organization
cannot assure
the legality of
t h e

“Philanthropy or Charity
is a supreme virtue,
and the great channel through
which the mercy of
God is passed on to mankind.
It is the virtue that
unites men and inspires
their noblest efforts”.
Conard Hilton

Dr. Gyan Pathak
Senior Journalist

do
some
-thing
good.
Modern
understanding thus
prevails: one must

10
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gekjs ns”k esa nku dk vR;f/kd
egRo gSA nSoh; laLd`fr esa tgka
R;kx ,oa nku eq[; gSa] ogh vklqjh
izo`fr esa Hkksx ,oa laxzg iz/kku gSA
bl txr dk fuokZg ikjLifjd
nku vknku&iznku ij gh fVdk gqvk
gSA dqN ikuk gS rks blds fy;s dqN
nsuk Hkh iM+rk gSA [kksuk Hkh iM+rk gSA
lap; djus okyk ;fn leqnz ds tSlk
O;kid gks] fo”kky gks rc Hkh og
egku ugha dgykrk] ysfdu nsus
okyk ;fn cknyksa ds leku NksVk
vkSj gYdk gks rc Hkh oks egku vkSj
mPp dgykrk gSA
nku dHkh Hkh NksVk ;k cM+k ugha
gksrk gSA Þ,d ckj xka/kh th vkSj lsB
teuknkl lkFk cSBdj pj[kk la?k
ds fy;s pUnk ,df=r dj jgs Fks]
nku ik= esa cgqr ls lsB] lkgqdkj
pUnk ns jgs FksA mlh iafDr esa ,d
cqf<+;k Hkh [kM+h Fkh oks xka/kh th ls
feyuk pkgrh FkhA ysfdu Lo;a
lsod mls xka/kh th ls feyus ugha ns
jgs FksA ysfdu tc xka/kh th dks irk
pyk rc mUgksaus o`)k dks vUnj vkus
dks dgkA xka/kh th ds ikl tk dj
o`)k us viuh iksVyh [kksydj ,d
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v/ksyk xka/kh th ds pj.kksa esa j[krs
gq;s dgk ckiw esjs ikl ;gh dqy tek
iwath gS] eSa Hkh bls nku nsuk pkgrh
gwaA xka/kh th us ml v/ksys dks vius
ekFks ls yxk;k vkSj dgk Þeka gekjs
fy;s vkidk fn;k gqvk nku gh lcls
cM+k nku gSAß ;g dg dj xka/kh th
us og v/ksyk vius ikl j[k fy;k
vkSj ckdh dh jde lsB teuknkl
dks lkSai nhA bl ij lsB th us dgk
ckiw vki ml v/ksys dk D;k djsaxs\
bl ij xka/kh th us dgk yksxksa us
gtkjksa yk[kksa dh lEifr esa ls
dqN&dqN nku fn;k gS ijUrq ml
cqf<+;k us rks viuh lkjh tek iwath
¼tks dsoy ,d v/ksyk Fkh½ nku dj
nhA djksM+ksa ds nku ds vkxs ml o`)k
dk fn;k gqvk nku lcls egRoiw.kZ
gSA tc rd oks esjs ikl jgsxk eSa nku
ds egRo dk ,glkl djrk jgwaxkA
nku u rks iqjLdkj ;k osru gS] u
dksbZ viZ.k ;k iznkuA cnys esa dqN
ysus dh Hkkouk ls fn;k gqvk nku Hkh
lkSnk gh dgykrk gSA dgus dk
rkRi;Z gS nku nsrs le; gekjs eu esa
ges”kk R;kx dh Hkkouk gh jguh
pkfg;sA

gekjs /keZ xzUFkksa esa ,d ls ,d
nkuh egkiq:"kksa dh nku dh xkFkk dk
o.kZu feyrk gSA tks egkiq:"k thou
Hkj viuk lc dqN lefiZr djrs
jgrs gS] muls cM+k R;kxh dksbZ gks gh
ugha ldrkA dqN ,sls fojys gh
egkiq:"k gq,s gS tks thounku]
xzkenku] vUunku] lEifr nku]
fo|knku] Kku nku vkfn lsok dk;Z
gsrq viZ.k dj nsrs gSA ,sls gh
egkiq:"k tks nku nsus esa rfud Hkh
ladksp ugha djrs mUgsa gh nkuohj
dgrs gSaA nkuohjksa esa lw;Z iq= d.kZ
dk uke cM+s vknj vkSj xkSjo ds lkFk
fy;k tkrk gSA ftUgksaus viuk dop
vkSj dq.My ,d {k.k esa bUnz dks nku
dj fn;kA egkRek n/khp dk uke
lqurs gh gekjk eLrd muds pj.kksa
esa ur gks tkrk gSA gekjs “kjhj esa
pkdw ls ,d NksVk lk dV yx tkus
ij ge djkgrs jgrs gS ysfdu n/khp
us rks jk{klksa ls ;q) ds fy;s viuh
vfLFk;ksa dk thrs th nku dj fn;kA
,d dcwrj dh j{kk djus ds
fy, jktk f”kfo us vius “kjhj ds
VqdM+s&VqdM+s dj vius thou dks
R;kx fn;kA bl izdkj thou esa nku
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nku dh efgek dks “kCnksa esa o.kZu
djuk vlEHko gSA fdlh Hkh ns”k ,oa
lekt dk fodkl rFkk mRFkku
dsoy “kklu ds Hkjksls ugha gks
ldrkA jk"Vª ds pgqeq[kh fodkl ds
fy;s tu lg;ksx ,oa Hkkxhnkjh
vko”;d gSA ckx&cxhps] ljksoj]
iqLrdky;] /keZ”kkyk] vfrfFkx`g]
vLirky fo”ofo|ky; vkfn vusd
NksVh cM+h laLFkk;sa ns”k ds egku nku
nkrkvksa ds lg;ksx ls gh fufeZr gSA
ns”k esa pgqvksj gks jgs yksd
dY;k.kdkjh dke vkt nku nkrkvksa
dh efgek dk gh c[kku dj jgs gSaA

dk D;k egRo gS] ;g lans'k mUgksaus
lekt dks vius R;kx ls fn;kA
nku nsus dk ijksidkj loZJs"B
deZ ekuk x;k gSA bl ifo=
HkkjrHkwfe esa nku nsus dh ijEijk]
vukfn dky ls pyh vk jgh gSA ge
lHkh vius laLdkj o”k bls ,d
iquhr dk;Z ds :i esa viukrs vk jgs
gSaA edj laØkfr] futZyk ,dkn”kh]
vf/kd ekl tSls R;ksgkjksa ij ge nku
vkfn nsdj bl laLd`fr dks viukrs
pys vk jgs gSaA
ru ifo= lsok fd;s]
Nu ifo= fd;s nku
fdlh Hkh :i es fd;k x;k nku]
nkunkrk dk eku gh c<+krk gSaA
dy;qx esa nku dh efgek vrqyuh;
crkbZ xbZ gSA ge ru&eu&/ku
fdlh Hkh rjg ls nku dj ldrs gSA
fcuk vagdkj ds fd;s nku ls
dY;k.k fuf”pr ,oa jk"Vª dh j{kk esa
vizfre Hkwfedk vnk djrk gSA

12

vkt dh lkekftd fLFkfr dks
ns[krs gq;s ge fdl izdkj dk nku
djsa] bl ij fopkj djuk pkfg;sA
nku ogh mÙke gS tks le; vuqdwy
fu”py Hkkouk ls t:jrean dks
fn;k tk;sA fopkj djsa rks Jenku]
ekunku] vkSj fopkjnku] ;s rhu
izdkj ds ,sls nku gS ftuesa u /ku
yxrk gS u blds fy;s fof”k"V
lk/ku tqVkus iM+rs gSA dosy
ijkisdkj dh Hkkouk ,oa eu eas mPp
ld
a Yi }kjk gh ge dN
q dj ldrs gAS
lekt esa izse ,oa lnHkko
LFkkfir djus ds fy;s] nwljksa dks
eku ,oa bTtr nsdj ge eku nku
dj ldrs gSA ftruk I;kj] vknj
bTtr vki Lo;a vius fy;s pkgrs gS
mruh gh ge nwljksa dks Hkh nsA
nwljksa dks eku ,oa vknj] izse nsus
dk ozr vxj ge bUlku ys rks thou
esa vga dh Hkkouk dk var gks tk;sxkA
fxjrs uSfrd Lrj] ,oa yqIr gks
jgsa lLdkjksa dks ge vPNs fopkjksa ds
}kjk cuk;s j[k ldrs gSA vPNs
fopkjksa dks ge thou esa vey es

yk;s ,oa ,d laLdkjh thou dk
fuekZ.k djsaA mijksDr Hkkoksa ls Li"V
gS fd O;fDrxr lkekftd ,oa
jk"Vªh; fodkl ds mRFkku ds fy;s
lHkh izdkj ds nkuksa dh cgqr
vko”;drk gSaA
gj O;fDr dks ;Fkk”kfDr]
;FkklEHko nku vo”; djuk
pkfg;sA nku jk"Vª fuekZ.k dk lcy
vk/kkj ,oa LrEHk gSA lkekftd
mRFkku ds fy;s gesa nku djus dk
ozr ysuk pkfg,A
gks iq.; esa rw jr lnk]
ns nku rw lEeku lsA
mRlkg ls lq[k ekudj]
ns nku er vfHkeku lsA

lqeu ek:
¼ld
a yu ^dY;k.k* l½s
nku nsus dh dyk
vkidh enn vxj t+:jrean
O;fDr dks mlds dgus ls igys
vkSj le; ij fey tkrh gS rks
blls cM+k dksbZ midkj ughaaA
vkidh ;g igy mlds
LokfHkeku dks vkgr gksusa ls
cpkrh gSa tksfd vkids nku ls
T+;knk ewY;oku gSA
tSls unh viuk ty ugha ihrh]
isM+ viuk Qy ugha [kkrs] ckny
viuk ikuh ugha lks[krs] oSls gh
nkuh iq:"kksa dk /ku nwljksa ds eku
o dY;k.k ds fy;s gSaA
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fta+ nxh dh

lkjh dekbZ

ikap feuV esa fy[k Mkyh

nwljksa ds fy,
ckr rks vthc] ij gS gdhdrA
vki vkSj gedks] vkt ugh arks dy
lkjh ft+anxh dh dekbZ dks ikap
feuV esa nwljs ds uke esa fy[k
Mkyuk gSA ,d ckj rks ;g fopkj
vkrs gh ekufld :i ls ge fpafrr
gks tkrs gSaA ;g nsus dh izfØ;k pkgs
[kq”kh ls viuk;sa ;k ughaA ft+anxh dh
lR;rk ;gh gS fd gesa viuh laiw.kZ
dekbZ dks vU; yksxksa ds gkFkksa esa ,d
fnu nsuk gksxkA
T;knkrj ikBd bls igsyh
le> jgs gksaxs ijarq tks ckr eSa dj
jgk gw¡ viuh ft+anxh dh lkjh dekbZ
dks ikap feuV esa nsus ds ckjs esa] esjk
rkRi;Z gS gekjh viuh olh;r lsA
ftanxh esa de mez ls vki us Hkh dk;Z
izkjaHk dj fn;kA pkgs ukSdjh dk]
pkgs O;olk; dk] pkgs m|ksx dk
vkSj fiNys o"kksZa esa <+sj lkjk
/kuksiktZu dj fy;kA vkius vius gh
gkFkksa ls esgur dj ds yk[kksa&djksM+ksa
:i;s dek;s tc vkids uke ,d Hkh
laifÙk ugha FkhA vkt <+sj lkjh
laifÙk;k¡] dEifu;ksa ds “ks;j] cSad
cSysal] fQDl fMiksftV] lksus&pkanh]
tsojkr lHkh gks x;s gSa fdarq ftanxh
dk ,d iM+ko ,slk Hkh vk;sxk tc
vkidks bu lkjh laifÙk;ksa dks viuh
olh;r ds }kjk vkusokyh ih<+h esa
ifjokj ds vU; lnL;ksa ds uke esa
ckaV nsuk gksxkA bl izfØ;k ls vxj

May-June, 2011

vki larq"V ugha gSa vFkok vkidks
jkl ugha vkrh ] rks Hkh bl ckr dh
xkjaVh ugha gSa fd vkidh laiw.kZ
laifÙk] vkids ckn ifjokj ds lHkh
lnL;ksa esa ckaV nh tk;sxhA th gka]
vxj ge olh;r ugha cukrs gSa rks
gekjh e`R;q ds i”pkr gekjh laiw.kZ
laifÙk gekjs fj”rsnkjksa esa ckaV nh
tkrh g]S dkuwu ds fglkc lsA tc
gesa ;g Kkr gks x;k fd
pkyhl&ipkl o"kksZa dh esgur ls
dekbZ vkSj vftZr dh xbZ laiw.kZ
lEifr dks ikap feuV esa ckaVuk gh
iM+sxk] ,slh fLFkfr esa ,d fopkj fcanq
vkids lkeus j[kuk pkgrk g¡wA
bl fopkj fcanq ij vki euu
djsa] nksLrksa ls ppkZ djsa vkSj fQj
tkdj vius ekul iVy esa ,d
cnYkko ykus dh ps"Vk djsaA esjs
fopkj ls tc gesa gekjh laiw.kZ
ft+anxh dh dekbZ dks ikap feuV esa
nsuk iM+sxk rks ,sls esa D;ksa ugh age
lksps fd viuh laifÙk dk dqN va”k
izfro"kZ lsok ds vPNs dk;ksZa esa vius
gkFkksa ls yxk;sa vkSj ft+anxh dk lgh
ek;uksa esa yqRQ mBk;saA
iq.; dk ykHk rks feysxk gh fdarq
vlhe ekufld “kkafr vkids }kj ij
vk tk;sxh vxj vki ,slk djuk
“kq: dj nsaxsA fo”ks"k rkSj ls ftu ij
y{ehth dh vlhe d`ik gSA os

Hkxoku dh bl vlhe d`ik dk ykHk
ysrs gq;s vkSj ifjokj&tuksa esa vkus
okys le; esa laifÙk ckaVus ds bjkns
dks j[krs gq;s de ls de vius
thou dky esa le;&le; ij vius
gh gkFkksa ls dqN jkf”k xjhc o
vlgk; O;fDr;ksa ds chp forfjr
djus dk ladYi djsaA vius gkFk ls
fn;s gq;s nku dh mi;ksfxrk “kkL=ksa
esa fy[kh gqbZ gS fdarq mu “kkL=ksa dks
ugha i<+ dj Hkh ge dsoy bruk gh
djsa fd vius gkFkksa ls t:jrean o
vlgk; O;fDr dh lsok djsa] rks gesa
okLro esa vkarfjd “kkafr feysxh vkSj
gekjh vkRek izlUu gksxhA lkFk gh
lkFk bl nku ls ns'k vkSj lekt dk
Hkh dY;k.k gksxkA
vki bl dY;k.kdkjh fopkj ij
nksLrksa ds chp esa ckr djsas rkfd
ftlls T+;knk ls T+;knk yksx nwljksa
ds dY;k.k esa tqM+sA

lqHkk"k y[kksfV;k
ifzl) VDSl dl
a yVVas
nku nsus dh dyk
og nku FkksM+k gS] tks ge tekiwath
esa ls fdlh dks nsrs gSA
ijUrq tc ge Lo;a fdlh dksa
lefiZr djrs gSa] ogha nku lcls
cM+k gSA
& [kyhy ftczku] fQykslQj
tc ?kj esa /ku vf/kd gksa tk,sa]
tc uko esa ikuh vf/kd Hkj tk,s
arc mUgsa vius nksuksa gkFkksa ls
ckgj dj nsuk pkfg,saA
& dchj
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Microsoft G.M.
from USA hails

Ekal
Sri Rodney Clark, Sri Vijay Maroo and Sri Vijay Sethi in an Ekal School

Sri Rodney Clark, GM, Global
Operations, Small, Mid Market
Solutions & Partners, Microsoft, USA
was in India, and also visited Ekal
Vidyalayas to understand the
movement and Its functioning.
Sri Vijay Maroo, President EVFI,
Sri Vijay Sethi, Executive Committee
Member, EVFI, Sri A. Anush Kumar,
EVFI, accompanied Sri Clark on
February 9, 2011, for visit to the
villages in the Alwar district of
Rajsthan. On the way to Alwar, in the
car, Sri Vijay Maroo, made a power
point presentation to Sri Rodney about
the Ekal activities. Simultaneously
many of his queries were also
answered by the Ekal team.

Lunch at Sri Bansal's residence

14

After the lunch at Sri Rajesh
Bansal's residence, Treasurer of the
Anchal Samiti, the team from Delhi
with the local karyakartas left for the
Todi village, and reached the Ekal
Vidyalaya of Rajpurwada sanch by
3.30 pm and Barankabas sanch by
5.00 pm.
In both the Vidyalayas students
recited poems and exhibited their
learning abilities before the team. Sri
Vijay Maroo enquired from the village
committee about the activities in the
school and Sri Rodney Clark
distributed chocolates toffees to all
students. The local village committee
also explained about the vermin compost pit to the team. It was also
pointed out that the nearest school is
about 2 km and 3.5 km away from their
respective villages.
In the final phase, the team visited
the Banjara Basti vidyalaya.The
villagers talked frankly about the water
scarcity in the village to the EVFI
team.Team spent little time in this
village as it was getting late. This area
belongs to Banjaras community;
people who keep on moving from one
place to another and Ekal is the only
source of providing education here.

Out of the 35 children only five of them
went to another school which was far
away.
At 6.45 pm the team started the
return journey from the village.
On way back Sri Rodney said that
many of the questions that he had in
his mind on the Ekal work were
answered in this trip and would be
going back to USA with a better
understanding of Ekal. He further
promised to visit more schools during
his next visit to Banglore, in the month
of September this year.
The local committee members
who took active interest in this visit
were Sri Mukesh Agarwal, the
'Samanvaya' head, Sri Vimal Pathik,
incharge of 'Vanyatras', Sri Jagjit,
'Anchal Yuva Prabhari', Sri Anil, Sri
Pramod, Sri Deepak, Sri Chabil, Sri
Keshuram Bhagat, Sri Rameshwar
Dayal and many others.
The visit turned out to be
extremely memorable with the
enthusiastic involvement of the
villagers.
The article in the next three pages carries
Sri Rodney Clarks's visit experience to
Alwar which he mailed after reaching USA.

May-June, 2011
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Education in Remote India
Ekal Vidyalaya
It's been more than 2 weeks since
my feet touched the soil in the village of
Todi. A small village in remote area in
state of Rajasthan, India. We pulled into
the village @ close to 3 PM on a dirt
road, almost never travelled by car. I
was in the back seat and when my door
opened, my nose was filled with dust
and the faint smell of mustard (from the
crops growing around the villages).
There was a lot of commotion and not
understanding the Hindi language I
couldn't make out exactly what was
happening. I could hear the loud
banging of a bass and snare drum, I
could see people scurrying but that was
it. Within seconds, I was immediately
surrounded by more than 30 villagers…
By the time I could take everything in, I
had been presented with 4 garland
strands of flowers around my neck. I
had one of the village women place the
Tilak (ritual mark on the forehead that is
viewed as a sign blessing, greeting) on
my forehead, and my head had been
wrapped in a decorative red cotton
turban.
The day started with a meeting in
my Hotel lobby in Delhi with Sri Vijay
Maroo. Sri Maroo is the Managing
Director of the Ranchi Express Group
(a media outlet) and also President of
Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation of India.
Ekal Vidyalaya a non-profit
organization dedicated to bringing
education and development in rural

May-June, 2011

India. The goal of Ekal is to help
eradicate illiteracy in rural and tribal
India by 2015. Sri Maroo was
accompanied by Sri Vijay Sethi a retired
government official and a member of
the Ekal Executive Committee and
Anush Kumar an Ekal volunteer who
had just moved up from Southern India
to dedicate more time to the cause. I
had come to learn of Ekal and meet my
new friends through fellow Microsoft
employee, Vasavi Epari. In October
2009, during Microsoft's Annual Giving
Campaign Vasavi shared with me the
mission on Ekal Vidyalaya. As a
supporter of early childhood education I
was immediately curious on the impact
that a cause such as Ekal could have in
a country as large as India. Vasavi later
introduced me to Sri Subhash Gupta,
President of the US Ekal chapter. I had
the privilege of sitting with Sri Gupta
where he talked about the work and
goals of Ekal in supporting education
and development. I was impressed with
the mission and on the spot committed
to visiting an Ekal school on my next trip
to India.

Traditional welcome to Sri Rodney Clark and Sri Vijay Maroo

We left the hotel in Delhi slightly
after 9 AM. Together we drove 3.5 hours
(about 200K) South to the town of
Alwar. Alwar is roughly 500K people
and home to many of the Ekal regional
volunteers for the state of Rajasthan. In
route to Alwar, I started to get a better
sense of life within India, outside of a big
city. As a maturing global economy and
market, India is still made up of
thousands of small, rural towns and
villages. These small towns rely heavily
on farming and local trade to keep pace.
I was able to see commerce in motion
the buying and trading of goods,
workers transporting heavy loads and
goods on camel pulled carts and
buggys. To my surprise, I even saw an
elephant being used for transport and
removal of contraction debris. Sri
Maroo was a gracious host. Along the
route we talked Ekal Vision and we
talked about the overall state of
Education within India. As the
conversation progressed I was able to
slip in a few innocent questions about
the sites and life in rural India (he could
tell without asking that I was taken with
the Camel buggies). Mainly however I
kept silent and tried to take in as much
of the countryside as I could.
We were greeted on the Alwar City
limits by a team of local Ekal volunteers.
We were presented with flower garland
around our necks and then preceded to
the home of Sri Rajesh Bansal. Sri
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Bansal's family had prepared a
traditional Indian lunch. I learned
quickly that the very basic rules of
hospitality applied in Sri Bansal's house
the more that I ate, the more that
showed up on my plate. Thank you Sri
Bansal! You have a wonderful family
and I was honoured to be a guest in
your home!

clearly see that this was not a normal
school day. There was definitely some
formality involved because of Sri
Maroo's status and I would imagine
because of my presence as well. Sri
Maroo was introduced, followed by
myself and then the rest of the
volunteers who had accompanied us on
the trip.

records reflected that school and
education has high value. I was pleased
to hear the dialog between Ekal
executives and villagers encouraging
the kids to also attend Government run
schools in their areas. In the village of
Todi, at least 1/3 by show of hands
when asked, also attend a government
run school in addition to Ekal.

After lunch the Ekal team had a
small conversation to confirm our plan
and we were on Vanayatra (a Hindi
saying for “with Forest” or “outside”) - off
to the first village of Todi about 70Km
and more than 90 min drive from Alwar.
Considering I was the first to be fitted
with a turban, I had a chance to watch
the other distinguished guests receive
their proper greeting. The welcome
processional with the endless bass
and snare drum carried on for about 5
minutes. It took us to the heart of the
village. Taking in as much as I could, I
was surprised to see the cement
buildings and structures. Some that I
would describe as houses and some I
would describe as multi-purpose
shelters (possibly large multi family
living spaces). The buildings were
delightfully colored, mixing in an
occasional blue, or pink or orange, as
well as a mix of natural cement gray. At
the centre of the village was a small
courtyard. This was also where they
conducted classes and school for the
children. The school floor was a raised
cement platform adjacent to a fixed
cement structure. And just like Sri
Gupta referenced in our initial meeting,
the school was indeed underneath the
shade of the largest tree in the village.
Once at the school, my attention turned
to the children of Todi. Approximately 50
kids in the school ages 4-13 sat in 4 very
organized rows. About 1/3 of the
students were young girls. You could

The kids did their welcome prayer
and then the teacher began to lead the
students in a lesson on math (counting)
and then into some basic sounds and
reading. The kids recited many of the
lessons repeating after a lead student
or the teacher. A few kids were called to
the chalk board to solve math problems
from simple addition to complex
multiplication. Each kid that stood up
appeared more confident than the next.
During the demonstration Sri Maroo
took some time to show and explain the
curriculum and books that Ekal
provided to the schools. The books
looked like a traditional school / study
book for basic math and reading. Sri
Maroo also walked me through how
Ekal tracked progress of the students
from attendance to simple progress,
reporting, on key life lessons and skills.
A simple hand written log / report that
each Ekal teacher is required to fill out
daily and submit to the regional team on
a monthly basis. I was tempted to talk
technology as an enabler but resisted in
the moment.

My experience in Todi was
repeated 2 more times. The next village
of Barankabas , a village of 300 people
who are working hard on educating the
kids, and also working diligently to
progress their organic farming methods
one of the key outcomes that Ekal is
promoting in the various villages. In
Barankabas I was honored with the
privilege participating in the school
session with the lighting of a candle that
is lit traditionally to bring blessings over
the lesson and gathering for the day.

Watching the kids interact and
seeing them in this learning
environment, there is no doubt to me
that the efforts of Ekal are making a
difference for the kids and for the
villages that are a part of their
curriculum. In many of these villages,
families rely on their children as wage
earners and providers. The attendance

Sri Clark and others looking at a Vermi Compost pit
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The lesson plan and curriculum
demonstration was similar to Todi. This
school had about 30 kids in the 4-11 yr
range. Girls made up about 40%. The
teacher in this school was quite young,
maybe only 16 himself. The model calls
for a teacher to come directly from the
village in which they are serving. In this
case, it was clear that this young man,
while instructing the kids, was also
learning how to become a leader in his
own right.
Our last stop was the village of
Banjara Basti. This particular village
was population 100 and filled with
transient and nomadic parents who
move around often in search of better
land and better living. The kids in this
village were more curious than
confident. It was evident in just the short
amount of time that we were there that
Ekal School was the only structured
education that these kids might ever
see, and potentially the only structure
that these families see on a regular
basis. Looking back, I wish we could
have spent more time in Banjara Basti
to get a better sense of the many ways
that Ekal was supporting the village.
Prior to this experience, I
connected village to the notion of
“poor”, “struggling” or “under
privileged”.
While the villages may not have all
the amenities of a large or developing
city, they are rich with many things that
are often times overlooked or
undervalued in these more developed
cities;
F They are rich with Happiness
everywhere we went and every
place we visited I saw smiles on the
faces of the children, of the Village
citizens, of the elders.
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F They are rich with Respect for
elders, for their visitors for their
teachers whom themselves each
come from the villages in which
they teach.
F They are rich in Confidence The
kids greeted and talked with adults
in a confident yet respectful tone.
There were all mature beyond their
years.

I was proud that atleast
for a day I became part of the
Ekal Mission.

F They are rich in Hospitality I felt
welcomed in every village that we
visited. The welcome
processionals, which of course
were flattering, each went out of
their way to ensure that their
guests were comfortable.

I was truley humbled by each
and every volunteer
who has chosen to give
time to Ekal and
promoting Education and
healthy living
in these remove villages.

F They are rich with beauty in many
ways. The setting and surrounding
within each village, the buildings
and shelters, The play, the smiles,
the people, the respect, all
beautiful!
The simple lifestyle has brought
about simple necessities. Education,
health and well-being are clearly simple
necessities. I was proud that at least for
1 day that I was living a part of the Ekal
mission.
The day was over and we started
our drive back toward Alwar. With the
sun setting I had a last chance to take in
a few sites; goat herders making their
last trek of the day, wild peacocks flying
in the mustard fields and countryside. It
was a great time for reflection.
We made a stop in Alwar where we
had a recap over toast and tea with the
group of volunteers that had made the
trek with us. While not fluent in Hindi, it
was clear that all felt that the day was a
success and a great experience. I was
asked to share my thoughts and
observations and had this to say; that I

was truly humbled by each and every
volunteer who has chosen to give time
to Ekal and promoting Education and
healthy living in these remote villages. I
was truly honored to accompany them
on a visit. I was overwhelmed by the
level of hospitality and that I was
grateful to see and experience life in a
small village. More importantly I was
impressed with how the elders have
embraced education and understand
its positive impact on the kids.
A great experience, I am thankful to
have had. The drive back to Delhi was a
little longer than anticipated I also
learned about mid-night traffic jams!!
Thanks again everyone who made
this trip and experience a reality for me.
I will cherish my experiences for a long
time to come.

Rodney Clark
GM, Global Operations, Small,
Mid Market Solutions & Partners,
Microsoft, USA
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Ekal
Movement

Sewa is a natural domain of
women. Women are revered as
'Matrti-Shakti' in India, and there are
innumerable instances of her being
the embodiment of devotion and
courage, power and perseverance, self
sacrifice and unconditional love,
conviction and compassion.
'Ekal Movement' has fully realized
their inherent potential of Matri Shakti in
every field of service, training,
management, care taking, and even in
evaluation and analysis.
The first experiment of Ekal
Mission was carried out in South Bihar
(Jharkhand) in 1989 -90 in 60 tribal
villages near Dhanbad. The success
story of 'Ekal' paved way for its
systematic growth of 10,000 villages in
2000 to 35,000 villages in 2010, across
India, covering 22 States.
Woman Participation at
Grassroot Level as Teachers:
participation of rural and tribal women in
Ekal Movement is remarkable. Out of
35,000 teachers in Ekal Vidyalaya,
nearly half of them are women. They
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have proved themselves to be more
reliable and sustainable volunteers
than men in Ekal Projects. A married
lady is better asset as a teacher/
volunteer as she does not leave her
home and children easily. Her level of
devotion and dedication for teaching
children is comparatively higher with
fewer drops out cases.
Women in Gram Vikas (Village
Development Education): as a home
maker, women take care of cows, goats
and domestic cultivation in Poshan
Vatika (kitchen garden). Ekal imparts
training to the parents of children and
villagers in village development
scheme like vermi composts, water
conservation, animal husbandry and
cultivation etc. Women also contribute
in income generation of their family by
using different means.

Women in Empowerment
Education: The villagers are taught
about government schemes and their
rights and duties as well. Even in this
field women are better receptors and
smart in action.
Role of Women in Sanskar
Education: through bhakti sangeet,
bhajan and hari katha an atmosphere of
social reforms is created in the villages.
Women are the first runner in checking
alcohol consumption in the villages and
are better kathakar also.
Participation of Urban Ladies in
Ekal: the involvement of urban
domesticated ladies of tinsel towns to
highly educated and elite women of big
cities in Ekal working and mission is not
only inspiring but unique. They are
always ready to go around in 50 cities,
60 towns and 100 kasbas (all Ekal
centers) to awaken and mobilize the
women power to participate in Ekal
Movement in different capacities.
These women are either
entrepreneur or from industrialist
families and good in managing
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sponsorship for Ekal Villages. Many of
the ladies are devoting their time in the
chapter offices in supervising and
monitoring donor relation working,
school allotment etc.
Some sisters are more
enterprising. They visit anchal (270
villages), sankul (90 villages), sanch
(30 villages) and gram samitis and
centers, to motivate and guide the
training programmes of teachers and
fulltime volunteers. Thus, by giving
personal care and motherly touch they
become instrumental in quality growth
of Ekal volunteers and enhancing their
performance in the field.
Some programmes are favorite to
urban ladies, such as savapatra
scheme and Vanvasi Shiksha Pariwar
Yojana, through which they generate
sponsorship for Ekal children.
Sankranti sangrah on the occasion of
Maha-sankranti festival in the month
of January is celebrated in a big way.
Ladies campaign door to door and
collect useful articles for fulltime
volunteers and teachers, to be given
to them as gift of honour.
Women also inspire their children
to take active part in Vanyatras, so that,
they themselves see the real Bharat,
away from their cities. Children are
encouraged to collect educational
articles for vanvasi children. The urban
mothers have acknowledged the merit
of, 'orientation of thoughts for service',

Dr. Sarita Mittal of Arogya Foundation with villagers

among young school going children by
involving them actively in Ekal
Programmes. Ekal means service to
the nation and patriotism, this they
realize.
There are 36 Chapters (resource
c e n t e r s ) , 2 5 S t a t e Vo l u n t a r y
Organisation (management centre),
200 District Centers (quality
management centers), 400 Sankuls for
training and quality monitoring and
1200 Sanch Centers for teachers
training. The Ekal Movement covers 22
states that cover Jammu Kashmir to
Kerala and Assam to Gujarat. Its Global
chapters have strong presence in
Australia, Canada, Dubai, Hongkong,
New Zeland, Oman, U.K. and U.S. And
women in these chapters are actively
involved in the Ekal Mission.
Women have registered their
meritorious presence at every stage of
Ekal Movement. They have proved
themselves as Management Gurus by
managing family, children, yet giving
quality time for the social cause of Ekal.
Women Conferences cum
Workshops in Five Zones: in the year

May-June, 2011

2010; from July to September, we had
organized 5 workshops for urban lady
volunteers of Ekal in five zones at Nagpur in West, Chennai in South,
Bhubansehwar in East, Guwahati in
North-East and Lucknow in North.
These workshops were able to
ignite the spirit of Ekal Movement
around 1000 women representatives
and to take the leadership to a new level
and accelerate the women participation
to bring quality changes in the
orientation of full-timers and their work
culture. Also through Sampark Abhiyan i.e. 'One Phone Call a Day' for
Ekal Karyakata's welfare is proving
highly motivational to charge their
energies.
Women are mothers. And as a
mother, she is the first guru to initiate
with and the last resort in the hours of
need even for our young volunteers.
Truly, motherly care does wonders !
Prof. Manjushree
National Organising Secretary,
Ekal Movement
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Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation for Charity of Choice
The Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation of
USA was selected as the Charity of
Choice at the 27th Annual Mardi Gras
on March 5, 2011. The event was
hosted by the George Mitchell family, at
the Tremont House, Galveston.
The annual fundraising gala
originated in 1985 and each year a
different country is chosen as

the theme, this year's event was to
celebrate India, and was titled
"The Enchantment of India".
The gala gave each an opportunity
to help the Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation
at the same time paying tribute
to a 5,000 year-old civilization
with ancient cultures and rich
heritage.

Each year an educational charity of
the country that is chosen benefits from
the proceeds of the gala. This year, it
was Ekal Vidyalaya as the charity
of choice, the proceeds of over
$10,000 will be presented to Ekal on
behalf of the George Mitchell family and
Sri Naveen and Shubhra Ramineni.
Tampa Bay and the Asian-American
Convenience Store Association
(AACSA), was part of a national
fundraising effort by Ekal Vidyalaya.
Mishra and Dey are visiting 42 cities over
the course of two months to raise funds
and awareness for the Ekal cause.

Ekal Vidyalya, USA,
Tampa Bay
Chapter Raises
$197,000
Musical Fundraiser Featuring Manoj Mishra and Nirupama Dey
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The Tampa Bay chapter of the Ekal
Vidyalaya Foundation of USA raised
$197,000 on Saturday night, enough
to fund 540 schools. Performers
Manoj Mishra and Nirupama Dey drew
an audience of over 1,000 to the India
Cultural Center in Carrollwood, Fla.
Contributions from attendees flowed
throughout the night, as donors pledged
to support schools and in some cases
even matched the donations of others.

The Mistry family pledged $10,000,
which was the biggest single donation of
the night. Dr. Kiran Patel matched a
$5,000 donation by Paru Mehta and
Rishi Modh for the second $10,000
donation of the evening.

“We are very honored by the
generosity of the crowd,” said Chapter

The fundraiser, which was cosponsored by the Gujarati Samaj of

President Umesh Choudhry. “There
were even student volunteers taking out
their pocket change to contribute to the
cause.”

The organizers of the event were
the dedicated core of the Tampa Bay
chapter including office bearers
Umesh Choudhry, Chapter Vice
President, Malti Pandya, Florida
President for Ekal USA, Jawaharlal
Taunk, Florida Vice President, Ram
Jakhotia, Florida Secretary, Kaushal
Chari and former National President of
Ekal USA, Chandresh Saraiya.
“This was a great opportunity to
raise awareness about the importance of
literacy in tribal and rural India, where
social and economic factors are
significant barriers to education,” Taunk
said.
One of the guests and donors at the
program, Nainan Desai, commented on
the quality on the evening. “The event
started promptly, dinner was excellent,
and the singers were extremely talented.
There's nothing better than having an
enjoyable evening for a great cause.”
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GIVING, Comes Naturally to

Chirag

Youngster Donates all Gifts to Ekal

Master Chirag Hebbar, a 6th
grader at Redwood Middle School in
Thousand Oaks, CA could have had
whatever he wanted with the gifts he
received during his Upanayanam
(Sacred Thread) ceremony, instead
made sure that every penny was
donated to Ekal because in his own
words:
“The Kids at Ekal need this money
more than I do. While I might spend this
buying toys, Ekal kids would instead get

education that will last them for their life
time”.
Thanks to the generosity of this
youngster, about 400 Ekal kids would
be receiving education. The gifts he
received was enough to support about
9 schools for one entire year - quite a
popular youngster!!
Chirag's desire to help the
community is not suprising as this runs
deep in the family. The parents of
Chirag, Sabitha and Madhu Hebbar are

Chirag Hebbar celebrating his birthday

so devoted in the community
supporting various causes and his
brother, Chetan Hebbar is a dedicated
youth volunteer of Ekal. Kudos to the
Hebbar family for setting such high
standards. Ekal kids truly are fortunate
to have such a thoughtful brother
thousands of miles away. Thanks
Chirag. We look forward to having you
as part of our Ekal Los Angeles Youth
team soon.
Suresh Iyer
Coordinator, Ekal - Los Angeles

Zonal Samanvay Vargs Conclude Successfully

A Directory of Volunteers is being released

The fifth and final of the Samanvay
Vargs concluded in Guwahati on March
15, 2011.
The earlier Samanvay Vargs were
held in Ranchi between December
17-19, 2010, Jaipur between December
25-27, 2010, Surat between January
7-9, 2011 and in Bangalore between
January 28-30, 2011.
In all the meetings the 'samiti
members' of the different chapter in
cities, the Anchals, the Sankuls were

Blood Donation Camp by FTS, Bangalore
India requires 4 crore units of blood
every year. Only a meagre 40 lakh units
are available through voluntary
donations.
Every two seconds,
somebody in India needs blood.
One out of 10 hospital patients
needs blood transfusion. In order to

May-June, 2011

match India's generous requirement for
blood, more than 38000 Blood
Donation Camps are needed to be held
everyday.
In the backdrop of such a scenario,
the Friends of Tribals Society, Ladies
Wing, Indiranagar, Bangalore,
organised a mega Blood Donation

able to discuss issues related to
working of Ekal in the villages. Senior
full time volunteers who overlook the
implementation of programmes were
also present to give first hand
information.
The Varg's emphasis was on
establishing contact with the samiti
members in the Chapter, Anchal,
Sankul, Sanch, village to closely
monitor the actual operations in Ekal
Vidyalayas.
Camp on February 26, 2011, at Rotary
TTK Blood Bank, New Thippasandra,
Bangalore.
The main organizers were
Ms. Sabita Aggarwal, Ms. Sita Goyal,
Ms. Prem Chooriwala, Ms. Praveena
Lohia, Ms. Manju Aggarwal, Ms. Kusum
Dhokaniya, Ms. Seema Aggarwal and
Ms. Lata Amashi. They collected 59
units of blood, and promised to collect
over 200 units of blood in the next camp.
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Cancer
Awareness

FTS stall in Anand Mela, Mumbai

Programme by FTS
A Cancer awareness programme
was organized on March 4 2011 for the
Acharyas and full time workers of FTS,
Cuddalore anchal, in collaboration with
Gangour and Shasun Chemicals.
One hundred sixteen people were
examined free of cost, in the camp, out
of which 103 females and 13 were
males, by the doctors of Aarupadai
Veeedu Medical College, Cuddalore.
Ten female were recommended for the
further checkup.
A video presentation about cancer
and its prevention was also shown to
the volunteers.

FTS Mahila Samiti put up a stall of Friends of Tribals Society in Anand Mela at
CCI Mumbai on February 12 -13, 2011. Anand Mela was organized by Rajasthani
Mahila Mandal. Mahila samiti arranged FTS stall to create the awareness
about Ekal Movement.

ouca/kq ifj”kn]
xqokgkVh dk okf”kZdksRlo lEi uU

xoqkgkVh ouc/akq ifj"kn dk
okf"kd
Z kRslo 12 ekpZ dks “k[skj lus }kjk
iLzrrq Þfood
s kuUnß ds lkFk lEiUu
gv
q kA gkykfad ;g ep
a u nkcskjk gv
q k
fQj Hkh lHkkxkj ijwk Hkjk FkkA ,dkd
a h
ds ep
a u es iowZ xoqkgkVh pISVj ds
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v/;{k Jh iou vxozky us vfrfFk;kas
dk Lokxr fd;kA Jh v:.k ctkt]
jk"Vhª; mik/;{k ouc/akq ifj"kn o
Jh fot; ek:] v/;{k] ,dy fo|ky;
QkmUM”sku vkQ
W bfaM;k] us Hkh
vfrfFk;kas dks lcakfs/kr fd;kA

flfyxqM+ h
ds u;s dk;kZy; dk
mn~|kVu
ouca/kq ifj"kn ds flyhxqM+h
pSIVj ds u;s dk;kZy; dk mn~|kVu
ih- lh- feÙky cl VfeZuy esa vf[ky
Hkkjrh; oucU/kq ifj"kn ds v/;{k Jh
lTtu th Hktudk ds djdeyksa
}kjk lEiUu gqvkA bl volj ij
vf[ky Hkkjrh; ouca/kq ifj"kn ds
laj{kd J)s; Jh jkes”ojyky
dkcjk mifLFkr FksA bl lHkk esa
“kgj ds vusd x.kekU; egkuqHkko]
lnL;x.k rFkk ouca/kq ifj"kn ds
iw.kZdkyhu dk;ZdrkZx.k] vkpk;Z
,oa ,dy fo|ky; ds fo|kFkhZ
mifLFkr FksA
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ouca/kq ifj"kn bUnkSj pSIVj dk v)Zokf"kZd mRlo

ouca/kq ifj"kn bUnkSj pSIVj ds
v)Zokf"kZd mRlo esa HkO; dkO; fu'kk
ds vUrxZr Qjojh 12] 2011 dks
bUnkSj fLFkr jfoUnz ukV~; x`g esas dkSj
xzqi ds lnL; Jh ujsUnz fla?ky ds
iwT; firkth Loå Jh calh/kj th
fla?ky dh iq.; Le`fr esa ^ekVh dk
oanu* ¼dkO; fu'kk½ dk lQy
vk;kstu lEiUu gqvkA dk;ZØe esa

ifj"kn ds lnL;x.k e; ifjokj
mifLFkr gq, ,oa lkFk gh efgyk
lfefr bUnkSj ,oa ;wFk QkWj lsok
bUnkSj ds lnL; rFkk 'kgj ds vU;
x.kekU; ukxfjdksa dh mifLFkfr us
bl dkO; fu'kk dk;ZØe dks lQy
cuk;kA dkO; fu'kk esa ns'k ds
fo[;kr vkeaf=r dfo Jh duZy ohih-flag ¼iwuk½ Jh lEir ljy

¼t;iqj½] Jh lqHkk"k dkcjk ¼eqEcbZ½
,oa Jh 'kf'k ;kno ¼nsokl½ us viuh
e/kqj ,oa ns'kHkfDr dh dfork ls
Jksrkvkas dks ea=eqX/k dj fn;kA
ouca/kq ifj"kn efgyk lfefr }kjk
[k.Mok o jryke vapy ds
iw.kZdkyhu dk;ZdrkZvksa dks lØkafr
laxzg lkexzh HksaV dh xbZA

xqYyd ds iSlksa ls i<+ jgs gSa ouoklh cPps
ouc/akq ifj’kn Hkkisky dh efgyk “kk[kk }kjk
pykbZ tk jgh ,d ;kt
s uk eas M<s+ lkS ifjokjkas ds
lnL; xYqyd eas izfrfnu ,d :Ik;k Mkyrs gAaS
;g ;kt
s uk jk;lus ftys lers vU; ouoklh {k=
s kas
eas lp
a kfyr ,dy fo|ky;kas eas i<u+s okys gtkjkas
cPpkas dks lk{kj cukus ds fy, gAS iRz;d
s rhu ekg
eas fdlh ,d LFkku ij bu xYqydkas dks bdVBk
dj [kky
s k tkrk g]S blls ikzIr /ku jkf”k ,dy
fo|ky; ds cPpk]as f”k{kdkas o LV”skujh vkfn ij
[kpZ dh tkrh gAS vdy
s s jk;lus ftys eas gh M<s+
lkS fo|ky; py jgs gAS
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Seeing is Believing

Malla and Manjula Reddy
from Atlanta, USA
Visit to Ekal schools in
Coimbatore, Tamilnadu
We were taken by Sri Kanagaraj,
coordinator for Coimbatore area for
Friends of Tribals Society and two
master trainers Kum. Saritha, and Smt.
Vijayalakshmi to two Ekal schools near
Coimbatore on February 8, 2011.
First village was Gopanari, a tribal
village near Kerala border; in fact, to get
to this village we have to cross into
Kerala (the jeep wading through 2 feet
of water at one point) and then crossing
back into Tamilnadu. Almost all of Ekal
schools in Tamilnadu basically provide
supportive education (similar to after
school learning programs in USA);
children come to Ekal school in the
evening typically 4:30 to 6:30 pm, after
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they come back from the regular
school. Before they start Ekal syllabus,
they complete the regular school home
work.
In Gopanari we were hosted by the
village committee person for Ekal and
the main Ekal teacher is supported by
two other volunteers (good support
system from the locals). There were
eight girls and two boys in the school -they first chanted the Gayathri Mantra
three times, followed by another Sloka
and then a Tamil devotional song. For
our sake, they played a game which
instills national unity (children standing
in a circle and not letting intruder get in).
They also keep First Aid kit to handle
small medical issues and maintain a log
of what is being to given to whom.
The second school we visited is in
Mangarai, close to Arya Vaidya
Pharmacy where we were staying.
There were five girls and three boys and
after Gayathri Mantram and a few
Bhajans, they showed us a Yoga
posture and a local dance (a girl and a

FTS Bhopal Members Visit 2 Villages
A group of 36 members led by
Sri Suresh Kumar Chauksey, President
and Sri Kishore Kumar Gupta,
Secretary, Friends of Tribals Society,
Bhopal had gone
for a Vanyatra, to
Kaloni (Gundrai)
and Kodhri village
of Raisen Anchal,
Madhya Pradesh,
on February 13,
2011.

The village Samiti welcomed all in
a traditional way by putting on Tilak and
garlands. Smt. Uma Sodhani,
President, Mahila Samiti and Dr. Unnati
Pitle asked many questions from
students at the Ekal school and were
impressed with the learning skills of the
students. From the Kaloni village, they
went to the Ekal School of Kodhri
village. Everyone was in high praise of
the students and appreciated wonderful
work of Ekal.

Smt. Sashi Srivastava visits Jabalpur
On January 31 2011, Smt. Sashi
Srivastava from USA, accompanied by
Sri Naresh Grover, President, FTS
Jabalpur, local residents, members of
the SVO and field volunteers went to
Lalpur and Kakartala villages, near
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Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh. For them it
was an interesting experience and
Smt. Srivastava made several on the
spot suggestions to improve life of the
villagers and how Ekal can contribute
more effectively.

boy dancing to a tune played from a
Mobile phone).
What impressed us was the pride
shown by the families that the children
are learning good things and showing
off their knowledge in front of visitors. In
our opinion, Ekal is not only providing
valuable education and after school
learning to children in these villages,
but also trying to provide a better
environment for the entire village --- by
counter balancing the evil / negative
forces of drinking and too much TV
watching. This visit convinced us that
Ekal program is working well in these
villages on more than one level.
We would like to thank Dr. C.
Satheesh Kumar, Sri .Kanagaraj,
Kum.Saritha and Smt.Vijayalakshmi for
giving us the opportunity to visit these
villages and learn the impact Ekal and
Friends of Tribals Society having in
these communities.
Best wishes and continued success in
your efforts.
- Malla and Manjula Reddy

A Visit to
Naxalbari Region
Sri Om Prakash Aggarwal, his
team mates of FTS Chapter,
Siliguri, were joined by Sri Vijay
Maroo, President EVFI, a British
family - Sri Cedric C. Lodge; an
engineer with Railway, and his wife,
Sri Rajen Bali; an internationally
renowned travel writer, and Sri
Rajendra Baid, Editor, Janpath
Samachar, Siliguri, for a vanyatra to
three villages in Naxalbari area
near Siliguri in West Bengal on
March 10, 2011, to see the
functioning of Ekal schools in these
villages.
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mÙkjizns”k jkT; ds xksj[kiqj {ks=
dk vkUkUn uxj vapy tks usiky ns”k
ls lVk gqvk gS] esa dksYgqbZ lap ds
f”kdkjx<+ uked fo|ky; xzke esa
xzke iz/kku ,d efgyk FkhA

xkSjo xkFkk

dqN ugha gks ldrk vkSj nwljs iz/kku
cgqr igqap okys O;fDr gSaA bl dkj.k
dqN Hkh laHko ugha gSA
vDVwcj ekg esa ,dy fo|ky; ds
dk;ZdrkZ Jheku deZflag izokl ij
vk;sA ppkZ l= esa
LokfHkeku
tkxj.k ds
(RTI)
fo"k; esa ppkZ izkjEHk gqbZ
rks yksxksa us BPL lwph dh
ckr dghA ^ogk¡ ij eSus
BPL
lwpuk ds vf/kdkj* ds
ckjs esa tkudkjh nh vkSj
vxLr 2010 esa BPL lwph rS;kj vius lfefr ds dk;ZdrkZ Jh vjfoUn
gq;hA ftldh xk¡o ds yksxksa dks th ls lwpuk ds vf/kdkj ds rgr
tkudkjh gh ugha nh x;h vkSj xzke vkosnu fy[kok;k vkSj Hkst dj
iz/kku us xk¡o ds lEiUu vkSj vius iz[k.M dk;kZy; c`teuxat esa tek
[kkl&[kkl yksxksa dk uke bl lwph esa djok;kA blls BPL lwph esa
Mky fn;kA lwph fuekZ.k dh frfFk lfEefyr ukeksa dh lwph gesa izkIr
lekIr gksus ds ckn tc lwph cuh rks gqbZA eSus muls ml lwph dks QksVks
xk¡o ds yksxksa dks bldh tkudkjh LVsV djkdj dbZ lkoZtfud LFkkuksa
feyhA ysfdu vc lwph rS;kj gks pqdh ij yxok;kA ftldk ,slk izHkko gqvk
Fkh] ,slk tkudj yksx pqi gks x;sA fd xk¡o ds gj O;fDr ds eq¡g ij ,d
ftlls ckr djrs ogh dgrk fd vc gh ckr dh ppkZ Fkh fd og O;fDr

tehankj] ljdkjh lfoZl okys gksdj
Hkh BPL lwph esa gSa vkSj og O;fDr
xjhc gksrs gq, Hkh BPL lwph ls ckgj
gSaA yksx ;g iqNus yxs fd D;k lwph
cnyh tk ldrh gS rks eSaus
miftykf/kdkjh] QjsUnk ds uke BPL
lwph dh QksVksdkWih ds lkFk
BPL lwph cukus esa gqbZ vfu;ferrk
dh tk¡p dk vkosnu fnyk;kA ,d
lIrkg ds vUnj tk¡p gqbZ vkSj u;h
lwph fujLr dj ds iqjkuh lwph ls gh
lkjs dk;Z lEiUu djkus dk funsZ”k
izkIr gqvkA rc ls xk¡o okyksa esa ,slk
vkRefo”okl iSnk gqvk fd xyr dk;Z
dh f”kdk;r djus ij U;k; fey
ldrk gSA
bl ckj vDVcwj eas ip
a k;r puqko eas
blh tkx:drk ds dkj.k ykx
s kas us
Hk;&ykyp NkM
s d
+ j ernku fd;k vkjS
i/zkku in ls Hkh og efgyk gkj x;hAa
/khjt izlkn
LokfHkeku tkxj.k vfHk;ku]
dsUæh; Vksyh lnL;

egkjk"Vª izkUr ds uUnqjokj ftyk
esa “kgknk rglhy ds rksj.keky lap esa
tqeuhikU;k vkack ikMk xzke ds xzkeh.k
viuh gh t+ehu ls csn[ky FksA ou
foHkkx us mudh tehu dks dHkh
vf/kxzfgr dj fy;k Fkk ijUrq vHkh
rd os mls tksr+ jgs FksA t+ehu mudh]
os mlij [ksrh djrs pys vk jgs gSa
dbZ iq”rksa ls] ijUrq ou foHkkx mUgsa
dkxtkr miyC/k ugha djokrk FkkA
dkxtkr ds vHkko esa os 289 ifjokj
voS/k ekus tkrs FksA LokfHkeku tkxj.k
vfHk;ku dk ukf”kd esa l?ku izf”k{k.k
oxZ yxk FkkA tc geyksxksa dks ou
vf/kdkfjrk dkuwu ds ckjs esa tkudkjh
feyh ,oa ;g ekywe gqvk fd tks Hkh
xzkeh.k rhu iq”r ls ;k 70 o"kZ ls
ouxzke esa jg jgs gSa] ;fn mudk ou
ij thou vk/kkfjr gS rks izfr ifjokj

tkudkjh ekaxh xbZA ,d ekg ds vanj
lHkh 289 xzkeh.kksa dks 7&8 ,dM+ izfr
ifjokj ds fglkc ls t+ehu ds
dkxt+kr izkIr gks x,A j”khnsa lHkh dks
fey xbZaA lkekU; rkSj ij dkuwu dh
tkudkjh xzkeh.kksa dks ugha jgrh gS]
ijUrq ,d ckj tkudkjh nsus ls
xzkeh.k laxfBr iz;kl dj viuh
leL;kvksa dk lek/kku Lo;a gh dj
ysrs gSaA
vVyflax olkos
ladqy izeq[k] “kgknk ladqy]
vapy&uUnqjokj] egkjk"Vª

lwpuk vf/kdkj dkuwu
ds iz;ksx ls xzkeh.kksa dk
lwph esa uke p<+k
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ou vf/kdkfjrk dkuwu dk mi;ksx dj
289 yksxksa dks 7-7 ,dM+ tehu fnyokbZ
4 gsDVs;j t+ehu ou foHkkx mUgsa
nsxkA bl tkudkjh ds ckn eSaus 289
yksxksa dk oS;fDrd ou vf/kdkj
vkosnu fy[kdj xzke lHkk ls ikfjr
djokdj ftyk ,oa izkUr ds ou
dk;kZy; dks fn;kA rhu ekg rd
dksbZ dkjokZbZ ugha gks ldhA ladqy
izeq[k us vapy LokfHkeku tkxj.k
izeq[k Jh jkeflag jkmr dh enn ls
rhu xzke dh ou lfefr dks ,d= dj
izkar dk;kZy; ij izn”kZu fd;sA RTI
dk vkosnu nsdj iwoZ esa fn;s x;s
vkosnu ij dkjZokbZ dh fLFkfr dh
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Lkkekftd ljkdskj dh ikfjokfjd if=dk
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Drs. Prakash and Mandakini Amte
Beyond Medicine

The doctor couple have shown how
barriers of language, superstition and
violence can be crossed with the sheer
strength of love, both for fellow human
beings and animals. Following the path
inspired by Baba Amte in Anandwan,
the couple started the Lok Biradari
Prakalp in Hemkalsa, Maharashtra to
save the vanishing forest cover and
fauna and provide the Madia Gond
tribals a chance to acquire education,
occupational skills and healthcare.
In December 1973, the husbandwife duo set up the Lok Biradari Prakalp
in Hemkalsa. Dr. Prakash Amte
remembers how crestfallen they were,
when on setting up the hospital, they
found that the tribals shunned it. “It was
a challenging task, we knew it was
going to be very difficult,” says Prakash
reminiscing about the early days. The
first obstacle was that of communi
cating to the Madia Gonds, since they
spoke in their own dialect and were very
suspicious of 'outsiders'. They were
superstitious and killed animals to hang
up the carcasses at the villages outpost
to ward off evil. Their staple diet
consisted of several endangered
animals and they hunted wild beasts,
monkeys, rats and even ants for food,
They were also averse to cultivating
anything other than corn in their fields.
The Madia Gonds kept away from
modern medicine and were isolated
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from the symbols of modern civilization
like roads, electricity, telephones and
schools.
“Things changed when a boy with
epilepsy, who had fallen into a roadside
fire, got 30-40 percent burns and
developed maggots in his wounds, We
brought him to our hospital and when he
recovered fully, people began to trust
us,” inform Prakash. The news of the
hospital spread by world of mouth to
nearly 1000 tribal villages in a radius of
150 km, and the Madias, who earlier
believed in black magic and
shamanism began to trust modern
medicine. Over time, malaria and other
endemic diseases were brought under
control. Three decades later, the
hospital continues to provide medical
care, and each year nearly 40, 000
patients benefit from the facilities it
offers.
Once the hospital was established,
the Amtes started a school. But the
Madias spurned it again. Volunteer
teachers went from door-to-door
convincing people that the school, like
the hospital, would benefit them. The 25
pupils who joined were offered the
choice of staying in the hostel, and be
provided free food and other essential
items. Two of the students from the first
batch are practicing post-graduate
doctors today. Others have settled into
well-paid occupations and the school
boasts of 90 percent success rate.
Prakash says that their work with
animals started when he saw two
wounded bay monkeys on the shoulder
of a man, ostensibly his family's dinner.
“I promised him food grains in
exchange for them. They reluctantly
agreed. We nursed the wounded
animals and built the 'Orphanage for

Animals', where people began to bring
maimed or wounded animals for cure
and care. We encouraged school
children to give the leftovers from the
hostel mess to these creatures. By and
by, the children grew fond of the
animals and the message carried to
their homes. In two years, hunting
stopped, and this in a place where you
didn't find a single bird, not even crows”,
explains Prakash.
Government grants and individual
donations are also being used by the
doctor duo to train boys and girls to
become 'barefoot doctors'. Theses
doctors are trained to provide first-aid
and simple treatment to the needy in
far-flung villages. Vocational training in
bamboo craft and making greeting
cards etc. provide additional, and
sometimes, even the main source of
livelihood. Better farming and
horticulture methods are initiated in
remote settlements by groups of
students. Slowly but surely, prejudice,
ignorance, superstition amongst the
Gonds is giving way to a rational and
harmonious way of life.

A promise by Dr. Prakash to his
father Baba Amte, on his birthday, to
dedicate his life to social service has
now grown into a big mission by
redefining the life of Media Gonds tribal.
Courtesy:
Pehal: Pioneering Personalities
by Laxmi Narayan Goel
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