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If you believe in
supporting community services,

Think
Ekal!
Ekal is the biggest voluntary
organization in the country working in
rural areas, and promoting village
development programmes which
include literacy, healthcare, economic
development and capacity building.
Ekal has its presence in more
than 34,000 villages and aims to reach
one lac of villages by 2013.
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When you support Ekal
Movement, you are empowering rural
Bharat for a true change.
At Ekal your every rupee
counts and ninety percent of your
funding goes to the cause in shaping
better future of the marginalized
people. And a meager ten percent is
utilized on administration.

Ekal Vidyalaya Movement
National Support Organisations

Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation of India

Friends of Tribals Society

Bharat Lok Shiksha Parishad

1st floor, 8 Local Shopping Complex, Okhla-II,
New Delhi - 110 020. Ph.: 4050 3331
Email: ekalvidyalaya@gmail.com • www.ekalindia.org

19, Ganga Pd. Mukherjee Road
Kolkata-700 025. Ph.: 2475 5525
Email: ftsindia@vsnl.com • www.ftsindia.com

Essel House, B-10 Lawrence Road
Indl. Area, Delhi-110 035. Ph.: 2715 6699
Email: blspdelhi@gmail.com • www.blspindia.org

Chapters in :
Agra, Bangalore, Bhopal, Bhubaneshwar, Chennai,
Coimbatore, Delhi, Ernakulam, Erode, Guwahati, Indore,
Jabalpur, Jaipur, Jamshedpur, Kolkata, Mumbai,
Nagpur, Nashik, Patna, Raipur, Ranchi, Rourkela,
Silchar, Siliguri, Surat.

Chapters in :
Delhi HQ,
East Delhi, North Delhi,
South Delhi, West Delhi,
Jammu, Lucknow,
Ludhiana, Varanasi

Foundations & Support Groups in :
Australia, Canada,
Dubai, Hong Kong,
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U.K., U.S.A
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Awake, Arise and Achieve
Dear Reader,
People's right to information from the government is universally recognized, as it ensures
good governance, eliminates corruption and other anomalies that are linked with the official
secrecy. The Right to Information Act empowers every citizen with an access to official information
that is vital for subjecting governmental activities to public scrutiny and brings the corrupt into the
public glare.
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"The RTI Act, by promoting transparency, can be a vital instrument for cutting down corruption
and ensuring that goals set for improved public service delivery can be met." Prime Minister,
declared.

25/-

Right from its inception in 2005, RTI has been empowering the ordinary citizen in a way that
even its architects did not anticipate such a huge impact on functioning of the government. It has
now proved to be a very powerful tool that determines all matters of governance and the right of the
common man besides making government employees answerable to their actions.
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All powers in a democracy belong to the people who are the masters and Government is their
servant. Therefore RTI act is in essence revitalizer of the ailing democratic governance. And if the
people are to perform their sovereign role and instruct the Government, they must be more
firmly established in knowledge so as to determine the outcome of the quality of
governance. Implementation of LOK PAL bill 2010 shall create more transparency
and likely to further empower the common man.

Editorial Coordinator
Harsh Malik
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We believe that with the efforts now being made to bring transparency
in governance India will regain the glory of the past and will lead the
world in the next decade as dreamed by Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam in
vision 2020.
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With best wishes on ‘Nav Samvatsar 2068’.
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It’s quite an impressive issue with
an interesting cover story on ‘Sanskar’.
It makes very wonderful sense to lead a
dignified life. Seeing Ms. Juhi Chawla’s
commitment to 'Ekal Mission' is very
heartening and would move many more
people to join dedicated efforts of Ekal
in the tribal and rural areas.
In the Standing Tall featuring
Sri Singh and his voluntary efforts
seems to be doing great and trendsetting
work to bring weaker section children in
the mainstream of the society.
Vinod Khosla,
Chandigarh. Email
Sanskar, we often refer but rarely
discuss to understand its implication in
our life. Undoubtedly your cover story
design with an appropriate title provides
lot of inspiring thinking.
Truly, Sanskar is about a man, his
inner reflection and his personality in
totality of his thinking and behavioral
pattern in different circumstances. Sri
Kansal's deep understanding on the
subject is highly appreciable. Beside,
making the concept very clear, it also
gives very analytical perspective.
Sanskar, as I understand, is
regarded as a vital component of the
Ekal education system that has earned
deep respect from the parents of the
Ekal School children. This aspect, also
gives them a sense of satisfaction and
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pride to see that their children are
growing in a right kind of atmosphere.
Thanks to team Ekal for their
thoughtfulness and creative
presentation.
Nishant & Harshit,
Rishikesh. E-mail
In response to your editorial
contents, I feel Ekal Prayas has done a
commendable job since its inception.
There are very few magazines
published by voluntary organizations
which have space for other similar
organizations. Coverage of different
topics makes it exciting and design
elements add to its attraction. All in all,
it’s a good product promoting both Ekal
and voluntarism amongst its stakeholders.
Ms. Iram,
Bareilly. Email
Besides the cover story and many
other articles I have developed special
fascination for ‘Roundup of Ekal
Events’ because it shows how
imperative it is for a voluntary
organization to remain vibrant by
constantly planning events to increase
the participation of the people and
funding base to keep the big movement
like yours moving, and in full swing.
Epsita Mitra,
Mumbai. E-mail

^,dy iz;kl* dk NBk vad laLdkj dks
lefiZr gS] blesa izdkf'kr lkexzh us gh
ys[k fy[kus dks izsfjr fd;kA ^,dy
iz;kl* if=dk o laLFkku ls tqM+s lHkh
O;fDr c/kkbZ ds ik= gSa D;ksafd vkt ds
;qx esa tc vf/kdrj yksx ^eSa* vkSj ^esjk*
ds pDdj esa gSA ,sls esa ijekFkZ dh jkg
dks viukus okyk rFkk ijekFkZ dh jkg
ij pyus dh izsj.kk nsus okyk c/kkbZ dk
ik= gh gSA lekt dk Hkh dÙkZO; gS fd
,dy pyus okys dks bl ckr dk
,glkl djk,a fd og vdsyk ugha gS
lekt mlds lkFk gSA

jk"Vªoknh nSfud mÙke fgUnw] tkya/kj 20
tuojh] 2011 ds lEikndh; esa izdkf'kr
^,dy iz;kl* ds va'kA
laLdkjksa ds vHkko esa dksbZ Hkh O;fDr]
fdruk vekuoh; gks ldrk gS] izfrfnu
gesa i<+us] lquus o ns[kus dks feyrk gSA
blh ls gekjs thou esa laLdkjksa dk egRo
mtkxj gksrk gSA
yfyr feJk]
tks/kiqj
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VATSALYA
GRAM
A Divine Hope
for the Needy

Different Strokes
D

idi Ma Ritambhara Ji is not
only a divine personification
but an epitome of nationalist ideology
blended with boundless love and
affection. From her vision a unique
model of a societal system has
emerged that no saint or reformist has
ever envisaged in the past.
Dedicated to the welfare of the
society and nation, in Vrindavan, she
has setup Vatsalya Gram for little
children. She has personified into a
“Didi Ma” in whose clasp abandoned
and deprived children experience a
childhood of completeness.
Besides resurrection of selfrespect and vigilance amongst people,
she remained determined to keep
fighting social evils and bad traditions.
With the same thought emerged this
Vatsalya movement in a small home in
New Delhi. Inspired by success the
focus shifted to Virandavan to develop
full-fledged Vatsalya Gram.

March-April, 2011

The Loving Spread
of Vatsalya Gram
Vatsalya Residential Campus
Gokulam: In every vatsalya conceptual
family there are ten members - five
sisters, two brothers, one mother, aunt
and a grandmother, all of them staying
in a well furnished house that a
coherent family requires. The children
experience completeness in a family
and learn initial lessons of life in a
cultured environment. Presently, there
are 25 such homes out of the total 100
planned.

empowered citizens of the society. And
by virtue of that they become effective
assets to the nation by becoming self
disciplined, dedicated and patriotic.
Prakriti (Nursery and KG):
Children are taught here with the aim at
teaching 'How to Think, rather than,
What to Think.' In addition to studies,
students play in “Nanhi Duniya”; a place
with mountains, forests, caves, etc. that
helps the children feel more connected
to nature.
Aakriti (STD - I TO IV): The
second phase of education essentially
shapes the primary stage of life. It is
aimed at creating the foundation by
means of introducing a right
combination of basics of physical and
mental development under the
guidance of experienced teachers.

Samvid Gurukulam (An
International School): 'Samvid
Gurukulam' was established under the
auspices of Param Shakti Peeth in
2003, with the main aim of providing
quality education. The School offers a
broad-based academic curriculum with
positive nurturing in a child - centered
environment through Integral
Education system with positive human
values to make them effective and
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Pragati (STD - V TO VIII): Rising
high is the need once the foundation
has been built up. The aim is to ensure
discipline and leadership qualities full of
self-confidence. There is a special
pantry and kitchen where a team of
dietitians design the meals and
experienced cooks prepare the food
accordingly. A well equipped modern
library is accessible to the students
which offers unbounded education and
nourishes freelance reading habits.
Sukriti (STD - IX TO XII):
Transfiguring a well-grown sapling is
the right process in this stage of life
before facing exposure of the external
world. Bringing out the best from within
a student is a tested way of personality
building. Well-equipped laboratories for
P h y s i c s , C h e m i s t r y, B i o l o g y,
Geography, etc. provide enough
opportunities for students to grow and
free to choose direction of their future
course as per their inclinations.
Vatsalya Sports Academy: The
objective is to enable students to shine
out in the field of sports on an
international level and thus trained
coaches provide them with the scientific
training.
Vocational Training Center: The
'Geeta Ratan Vocational Training
Center' specially designed for the
women of financially backward regions

has been set up at Vatsalya Gram to
impart training in sewing, art, baking,
candle manufacturing, food processing, etc. With new skills these women
can support their families and take care
of their financial needs.
Shree Kamdhenu Gaugruh:
“Ghar-Ghar Gay, Gram-Gram Goshala.
Yahi Hai Hamaari Nirogshala.”
For small children coming to
Vatsalya Gram, significance of cow is
very special as they need cow milk to
grow. For upbringing of hundreds of
children, Goshala of Vatsalya Gram is
the center point of their development.
By way of research on Panchgavya
Chikitsa - the science behind the use of
cow products is being brought to the
lime light.
G.D.Bansal Swasti Medical
Center and Shrimati Premvati Gupta
Eye Hospital: Looking at the medical
requirements of the villages in the
surrounding area, an indoor hospital
with fifty beds and a team of expert

8

doctors has been created. It is well
equipped with a modern operation
t h e a t e r, e m e r g e n c y s e r v i c e s ,
ambulance, etc. In several eye camps,
hundreds of cataract patients have
been operated on free of cost and time
to time free medical camps are also
arranged. Efforts to reach to the interior
villages through mobile dispensary
services are also under way.

Didi Ma's Vatsalya Gram is an
unique concept and an expanding
mission with new ideas and programs
emerging out of the vision of Didi Ma.
And in motherly love of 'Didi Ma' reflects
an incessant thinking of regeneration of
the nation.
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Life changes for Tribal after

RTI drive by Tata Steel
A

developing citizens' awareness on the
Right to Information (RTI) in its project
locations in collaboration with CYSD.
The programme is targeted at the
simple rural community the youth,
women and the representatives of
Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRI) and it
contributes to capacity-building by
TSRDS.

Over five thousand people, most of
them tribals living in the remote areas of
Jajpur and Keonjhar districts of Odisha,
are no longer ignorant about their rights
and entitlements. Nor are they in the
dark about the various socio-economic
welfare schemes that have been
launched for them by the State and the
Centre.
They are now an awakened lot,
thanks to a joint initiative taken by Tata
Steel Rural Development Society
(TSRDS) and the Bhubaneswar based
Centre for Youth & Social Development
(CYSD), leading non-government
organization.
A series of awareness programmes launched in those areas have
empowered and enabled the tribals to
seek information on various issues of
their direct interest.
Tata Steel has been the pioneer
among corporate houses that have
taken forward the responsibility of
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The initiatives have helped in
making the local youth and women-led
self-help groups (SHGs) more vibrant
and industrious and invigorated them to
emerge as resources and an effective
medium for further propagation of the
Act.
The personal initiatives of the
Hon'ble State Information
Commissioner, (SIC)
Mr. Jagadananda, have contributed
immensely to the success of the
initiative. The RTI campaign was first
launched at Sukinda in Jajpur district.
While launching the RTI
awareness campaign in Mega
Health Camp organized by TSRDS
in Rangamatia village in Sukinda
block of Jajpur district in Orissa,
Mr. Jagadananda has said that Tata
steel epitomized exemplary values
and practices in coporate social
responsibility in the global corporate
firmament. This initiative of creating RTI
awareness at the village level by
TSRDS is expected to take the highest
principles of CSR to the next level. It
would be both an example and

CSR
inspiration for the corporate sector in
India.
During the first phase of the
six-months period that ended recently,
RTI awareness workshop were
organized in the peripheral areas of
Tata Steel's operations, like Sukinda,
Bamnipal and Joda. More than 5000
villagers belonging to Jajpur and
Keonjhar have been benefited from the
process through women Self-help
group (SHGs), youth club and civil
society organizations. Further, around
100 PRI members of Keonjhar and
Jajpur districts also participated in the
campaign.
The response from the tribal
communities in these areas was
overwhelming. For instance, at
Bamanipal, 14 SHGs, three Civil
Society Organizations, two schools, six
Youth Clubs and grassroot institutions
were imparted qualitative orientations
on the RTI Act and processes.
In Joda, RTI workshops were held
successfully in a number of peripheral
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villages. Twenty one SHG groups,
seven Youth Clubs and one school and
two Civil Society Organizations spread
across 50 villages were imparted
training on RTI.
Similarly, at Sukinda three Youth
clubs and 11 SHGs with 436
participants were imparted with
qualitative training on RTI Act within the
operational area.
The main objective behind brining
the Right to Information to the
mainstream is to broaden its use
among the beneficiary communities,
project staff, CSR unit staff, PRI
representatives and local youths,
thereby ensuring that they build up
knowledge and confidence to utilize it
appropriately. The idea also is to
facilitate their participation in the
decision-making process at the local
government level.

“Today, we are well aware of the
various government schemes
formulated for us in our areas.
Previously, we didn't even know what
our basic rights and entitlements were.
The RTI campaigns have not only
opened our eyes but also have given
the new lease of life” says Bhimsen
Mahant, a tribal of Sukinda.
The shot-term initiative undertaken
by Tata Steel to transform the
marginalized communities into active,
awakened and vigorous ones has paid
off. The communities around the project
locations are now fully encouraged and
empowered to use the powerful
weapon of RTI to ensure transparency
and accountability. At then same time
they feel rejuvenated to claim their
rights and entitlements, particularly in
the context of the different welfare
schemes and programmes in vogue,
through increased use of RTI.

Tata Steel has addressed many
developmental needs through its CSR
initiatives. Towrads the end, the
company adopts a consistent strategy
that aimed at addressing civil issues
and reaffirming faith in community
values. IT has broadened its horizon to
look beyond and extend corporate
affiliations for thee benefit of
stakeholders, whom it has empowered
through information long before the
formal enactment of the Right to
Information Act in India.
Courtesy:
Tata Steel World Magazine

Official at the RTI awareness campaign

10

March-April, 2011

EKAL

Á;kl

PRAYAS

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

Lkkekftd ljkdskj dh ikfjokfjd if=dk

An Act of Good

to

Information
Need for Citizens' Empowerment:
In a democratic set up, true essence of
good governance emanates from right
to information as it increases public
participation in the planning,
implementation working of the
government and its institutions. It took
nearly sixty years for the government to
provide citizens with the right to know
and obtain information under the Right
To Information (RTI) Act as to what the
government has done, been doing and
what services it has been rendering for
them by spending billions of rupees
from the exchequer, every year. In case
these services do not reach people,
who is at fault and how to make them
accountable for their omissions and
commissions? The access to factual
and authentic information from
government records is must to examine
and analyse the same to make their
own assessment or conduct a social
audit to pin point the errors and make
those responsible for the lapses,
accountable and/or take recourse to
redressal of their grievances in the
appropriate forum.
Enactment of RTI Acts: The
act/legislation empowers citizen to
seek information from any of the
government organizations, as a matter
of fundamental right. And the
Government of Delhi gave this right to
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RTI

Governance

A Boon both for the
Government and the Governed

its citizens in 2001 without any external
pulls or pressure. Many other State
Governments like Goa, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Tamil Naidu,
have also enacted similar legislations.
The Government of India came up
with a central act known as “Right to
Information Act, 2005”, which sets out a
practical regime to secure access to
information under the control of Public
Authority, with a view to foster
openness and transparency and
provide greater access to information
about the working of government
organizations. It also makes the
government instrumentalities
accountable to the governed.
Scope and Coverage: The RTI
Act, 2005 empowers the citizens to get
information from any of the public
authorities as a matter of right from
Panchayat to PMO to President of
India's office. May it be executive,
legislature or the judiciary all the three
wings stand covered under its
provisions, including government
organizations, autonomous bodies,
undertakings, government companies,
banks, universities, etc. Even
nongovernment organizations, which
are owned, controlled or substantially
financed by the government, also stand
covered by virtue of section 2(H) of the
Act.

Concept of Right to Information:
Under the concept of right to
information the citizens are entitled to
carry out inspections of works,
documents, records, take notes
extracts, certified copies of documents
etc. They are also empowered to take
sample of material as well as
information available in floppy and
discs from the Public Authority. The
definition of information covers almost
everything, in material form, which a
government functionary performs from
morning to evening in various types of
documents, maintained by the Public
Authority. The scope of information has
been widened through numerous
orders of the Central Information
Commission. Even the note sheet
portion of files is now accessible to the
applicants (barring the ones where the
information is avoidable under Section
8 & 9).

11
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Time frame for disposal of RTI
requests: The Act provides for giving
information or deciding the matter
otherwise, in a time bound manner
ranging from 48 hours to 45 days
depending upon the nature of request.
In case where information sought
concerns the life or liberty needs to be
disposed of in 48 hours, while request
of general information can be
considered with in 30 days. In the case
of 3 rd party the case can be decided in
40 days, after consulting the 3 rd party
and affording him an opportunity of
hearing.
How to get information: The
citizens can make a request for seeking
information under the RTI Act by filing a
request to the concerned public
authority on plain paper, where no
statutory form has been prescribed. He
has to pay a fee of Rs 10/-, which can be
paid in the form of Postal Order,
Demand Draft or banker's cheque
drawn in favour of the Accounts Officer
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of the concerned Public Authority. The
fee can also be paid in cash. Citizens
below poverty line have not to pay any
fees. The request can be sent through
e-mail and by post as well. More than
4000 Post offices have also been
authorized to accept RTI requests and
transfer the same to the concerned
public authorities.
The Citizens can also avail
reasonable assistance from the PIOs in
filing a request.
PIO and his role and responsibility:
The PIO is the pivotal officer for
discharging quasi-judicial functions by
deciding as to what can be provided
and what not? He has not only to pass
speaking orders but also give reasons
for not providing the information. He is
further required to guide the citizen
about the next course of action i.e. filing
of first appeal with the first Appellate
Authority. He has to communicate the
name and address of the first Appellate

Authority and the time frame within
which such appeal can be filed.
Areas where information can be
withheld: As per section 8 (1) the
following type of information shall not
be obligatory to be given:
a Concerning security and integrity
of India.
b Forbidden to be published by the
court of law.
c Disclosure of which leads to
breach of privilege of Parliament/
Assembly.
d Commercial confidence trade
secrets and intellectual property.
e Information received in fiduciary
relationship i.e. good faith
f Information received in confidence from foreign governments.
g Disclosure of which may
endanger life and liberty.
h Which impedes the process of a
investigation.
i Cabinet Papers including record
or deliberation.
j Personal information, which has
no relationship to any public
activity.
Section 9 provides for rejection of
information that may lead to
infringement of copyright. Thus under
the Act the PIO has little choice but to
provide the information as early as
possible, barring Section 8 & 9 which
are becoming nonentity due to their
wider interpretations through hundreds
of judgments of the Central Information
Commission. For example, the
employees had no access to their
personal A C Rs so far or to the DPC
proceedings. But with the decisions

12
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given by the Central Information
Commissioner such things are no more
under the carpet and these can be
shown to the concerned incumbent.
Similarly the personal information like
property returns used to be with held
under section 8(1)(I) but now these can
be shared with the applicants and even
placed on the web site. This is how the
right to information is making space for
opening more and more avenues for
providing more and more information to
the citizens, and making it citizen
friendly.
Third Party Information: The
data reveals that nearly 10% of the
applicants are trying to seek
information about third parties, where
the Government has to respond despite
the fact that it has no stake in their
personal affairs. In such cases the third
party is to be afforded an opportunity of
hearing, before deciding the mater in
forty days.
RTI supercedes other Acts in the
event of any conflict: It may be of
interest to note that RTI Act shall have
effect notwithstanding any thing
inconsistent therewith contained in the
Official Secrets Act, 1923 and any other
law for the time being in force.
RTI - A boon for organizations to
improve their work culture: Many
government functionaries perceive the
Act as a source of trouble and
interference in the working of
organizations. But the experience of
last five years shows that it is a doubleedged weapon, which can both be used
for the benefit of the citizens and
misused for tarnishing the image of an
organization or its instrumentalities.
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Helpful in finding out causes for
citizens' discontentment: It is a very
useful tool in identifying the areas of
discontentment of citizens, where suomotu action needs to be taken by the
management for improving the internal
work culture to provide good
governance. An analysis of the
applications and appeals received
under the RTI Act reveals that the
general discontentment is with regard
to the certain areas in most
organizations, which need to be
attended to on priority basis by the O&M
Division.
Experience shows that it is not the
Right to Information Act which is
haunting the PIOs but it is nonavailability of records and its
mismanagement which causes
problem in searching information
sought by the applicant and providing
the same to the citizens, in a time bound
manner.
It has also been observed that
nearly 30 percent of the applicants are
asking for copies of documents, which
can easily be supplied by improving our
record management. In case we are
able to take care of personnel matters
and supply documents to citizens as a
matter of right, without resorting to RTI,
we can reduce our RTI work by about
45-50 percent.
Analysis of applications shows that
RTI is not only being used by the
common man but also by the officials
for settlement of their personal service
matters, vigilance cases, etc. and they
account for 10 -15%. Though RTI is not
a grievance redressal mechanism still
some of the CIC decisions provide relief
to the applicants, in exceptional cases.

The implementation of RTI Act in
its letter and spirit will not only help the
organizations to improve its work
culture but also result in citizens and
employees satisfaction beside using
RTI would put more pressure on the
government to make its system more
transparent, functioning more efficient
and corruption free.

Dr. K. B. Rai

Advisor, Administrative
Reforms Department
Government of NCT of Delhi

Form IV
(See Rule 8)
EKAL PRAYAS
1. Place of Publication
2. Periodicity of Publication
3. Printer's Name
Nationality
(a) Whether a citizen of India
(b) If a foreigner, the country
of origin
Address

: Delhi
: Bimonthly
Ajay Singh
: Indian
: Yes
: XXX

: Plot No. 8, 1st floor,
Universal Chambers,
DDA Shopping Complex,
Okhla Indl. Area-II
New Delhi-110 020.
4. Publisher's Name
: Ajay Singh
Nationality
: Indian
(a) Whether a citizen of India : Yes
(b) If a foreigner, the country
of origin
: XXX
Address
Plot No. 8, 1st floor
Universal Chambers
DDA Shopping Complex
Okhla Indl. Area-II
New Delhi-110 020.
5. Editor's Name
: Ajay Singh
Nationality
: Indian
(a) Whether a citizen of India : Yes
(b) If a foreigner, the country
of origin
: XXX
Address
: Plot No. 8, 1st floor
Universal Chambers
DDA Shopping Complex
Okhla Indl. Area-II
New Delhi-110 020.
6. Names and addresses of
: Ajay Singh
individuals who own the
newspaper and partners
or shareholders holding
more than one percent
of the total capital
I, Ajay Singh, hereby declare that the particulars given
above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Dated : 01.03.2011

Sd/Ajay Singh
Publisher

13

Á;kl

Lkkekftd ljkdskj dh ikfjokfjd if=dk

EKAL
PRAYAS

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

restores the sovereignty of an individual
citizen in our 'defective democracy', he
says. Under the act an individual citizen
has not only right to information but also
have the right to inspect. He can even
get samples of work done, e.g. roads
and construction, to get them tested in
laboratories to find out its quality. One
can also get sample of wheat or rice
sold from Public Distribution System.
However, societies, groups or
institutions cannot ask for information
under this act. This act only needs
name of the information seeker with
address so that the collected
information could be imparted with the
petitioner.

Shailesh Gandhi

Making
Difference to
RTI Regime

P

eople want information
including those in authority but
when it comes to giving information,
they want to keep themselves beyond
its periphery. There are numerous
examples including that of the highest
judiciary. Nevertheless, five years of
implementation of Right to Information
Act in India is an historic step towards
making government functioning
transparent and efficient, and would
help in containing corruption. It has
even started yielding fruits, though
there is much to be done, says Shailesh
Gandhi, Central Information
Commissioner.
In a conversation with the editorial
team of Ekal Prayas, he further
emphasized that the implementation of
this central law enacted in 2005 would
prove to be more significant if there
would be a strong logical mechanism in
place to make people more aware
about this act in general and officers in
particular.
Unfortunately, he says, there is still
lack of knowledge regarding 'what is
Information' and what is Right to
Information, even among the
concerned Information Officers. He
says “What is on record is the
information and that needs to be shared
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or disseminated”. Subsequently, an
information officer should also make a
clear distinction between information
and opinion and advice. Many times, it
happens that opinions and advices are
given and sought thus showing both
lack of knowledge of the concept of RTI
act and its application.
Comparing the central RTI Act with
other information laws that were being
implemented in nine states of the
country even prior to this; Sri Gandhi
said that there were
limited
applications of the states' laws while the
central law had come into play a major
role in transforming governance in India
to a level of more transparency and
action. He had a particular appreciation
for Maharashtra and Delhi for having
somewhat effective information laws
and application mechanism.
Every citizen is empowered under
this act to seek information they want
from competent authorities, and
nobody would ask him the purpose of
getting information and its usage. This

Stressing on the need of timely
delivery of the information under the
provision of the act is an important
factor in democracy where good
governance matters.
When asked about the
effectiveness of the RTI Act, he said
that thousands of individuals had been
benefited simply by asking for
information as it solved and addressed
many of their personal grievances.
Where as seeking public information
helps in getting rid of corruption in
public offices, many scams and
fraudulent practices are exposed due to
the initiatives of RTI activists, and
Adarsh Society scam is one of the
classic examples.
Application of RTI solves the
problem, how far this public perception
is correct? It is true but partially, he
says. Roughly, in 30 percent of the
cases, the grievances are reported to
be solved automatically. In rest of the
cases, people tend to mount pressure
for remedial action.

March-April, 2011
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On the misuse of the Act, he said
that there are reported complaints and
complaints of blackmailing against
some RTI activists also. However, there
are sufficient provisions under Indian
Penal Code, which can deal with such
elements. We do not need extra
provision within this act. However, we
need some provisions regarding safety
of the information seeker.
Information should be given to the
public free of cost, he says. And most of
the public information should be
displayed in public domain like
websites so that people can get the
desired information free of cost.
However, for any other information, the
cost of application is Rs 10, and cost of
each Xerox copy Rs 2, for general
public. For people living below poverty
line (BPL), such information are being
given free of cost, and there is no need
of change in this regard, he feels.
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2015, as per Sri Gandhi's estimation.
Today, there is a backlog of around
15,000 cases, and some of them are
over one year old.
He revealed that 70 to 80 per
cent petitions are in the nature of
personal grievances while around
20 per cent are for social cause.
Around one-third of the
applications prove to be effective
and government officials take
appropriate actions. Incidentally,
government employees are great
beneficiaries of this act.
In an interesting observation
shared by him, if 30 lac people start
seeking one information a month,
with this rate of its effectiveness, we
will have one crore cases in a year. I
believe, in that case, the scenario in
this country would drastically
change in merely five years.

He agrees that information should
be given in the language of the
information seeker so that he
conveniently understands. However,
he regrets that it has not become
possible even for Hindi knowing people.
There is dearth of staff including Hindi
officers that hampers commitment to
deliver the information on time besides
putting additional pressure on the
officer. Definitely, government should
seriously address this issue as
everybody stands to gain.
More over, there are only six
Commissioners, presently, against the
provision of 11 including Chief
Information Commissioner, he says. If
situation continues the same, there will
be around 74,000 pending cases by

March-April, 2011

Yes, RTI activists are increasingly
under attack but making any special
provisions may create another VIP
syndrome, he said. However, stern

action should be taken against the
perpetrators of crime under laws of the
land and Information Officers should
take note of such complaints and
should disseminate information publicly
in cases of threat or murder of an
information seeker. Sometimes, I
personally write to the competent

authorities to take action against such
person/s who threaten the applicant. If
the information would come in public in
case the activist is killed, it would have
deterring effect on the persons against
whom the information is wanted. They
would probably try to assure that no
harm is done to the information seeker.
For more effective implementation,
he suggests that government should
adopt more pro-active role in
addressing problems, ensure adequate
human resources that helps in solving
problems, and shouldn't do anything
that dilutes or complicates this law. And
the people should not only ask for
information regarding personal
grievances but also should file petitions
of social causes should they want
vibrant change in the governance
system.
An interview by
Dr. Gyan Pathak
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RTI to Lokpal Bill
ZEE's Commitment to Nation
“Its not important what society has
given to us, it’s more important what we
give back to the society", strongly thinks
Sri Subhash Chandra, Zee Network
Chairman while giving due
consideration to the concerns of the
masses. And sensitivity towards the
voice of the last man thus became the
guiding philosophy, pursuit and clarion
call to empower the ordinary
masses to the hilt so that they feel
themselves as part of the social
whole while seeking
accountability, transparency and
service by the authorities of any
kind.

corpus, he has already lent his support
to this process.
Sawal Karo Hak Mango Campaign
With the active support of RTI activist
Arvind Kejriwal and his institution
PCRF, Zee Network has started a
campaign Sawal Karo Hak Mango. The
aim is to, through

Lokpal Bill

RTI Awards
Subhashji’s
envisioned RTI
campaign
‘Sawal Karo
Haq Mango’
culminated in
the form of RTI
AWARDS, 2010. National RTI Awards
aim to encourage citizens to use the
Right to Information Act, 2005, to fight
corruption and seek their right to open
and honest governance. The Zee
Network Chairman Sri Subhash
Chandra also consented to the idea of
forming a corpus for the noble cause of
RTI. By contributing Rs. 5 lakh to the
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political class, judiciary, and law
enforcing authorities. Zee has started a
sustained campaign to nail everybody
who is a part of plunder of national
wealth. Through the campaign ZEE is
encouraging people to use RTI as a tool
to make government and institution
answerable to them. After verifying the
authentic sources stories are run based
o n
t h e
information of
RTI.

inspirational stories and
case studies and sustained
campaigning, awaken the masses to
know that they have a very effective tool
in their hands in the form of RTI to
demand their due.
Bhrast Se Trast Bharat
There is rampant corruption within the

The government
proposed bill in
its present form
has many loopholes. The
objective of the civil society bill is
to make even the highest office of
the country accountable. If this
bill incorporates the valid concern
of civil society groups, it can
become a decisive tool to curb
corruption in the country. Zee network is
committed to take this campaign to
logical conclusion. The plan of the
campaign has been formulated keeping
in mind that ZEE will run it in a
sustainable manner. Through effective
use of RTI civil society and common
men can keep tab on the basic
constituent of this bill.
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The significance accorded to
Freedom of Information internationally can be gauged from the fact
that the United Nation General
Assembly, in its very session in 1946
adopted a fundamental human right
resolution with widely acclaimed eight
values associated with the concept of
freedom to expression and right to
information in a democratic society
1. Freedom of expression is
essential to the development of an
individual's personality. The “Right to
Express” and to communicate is
central to self development and
realization of one's potentiality as a
human being.
2. If development is to be realized,
people need the freedom to
participate in public life with full
information as “informed” citizens,
exercise their “right to say”, put forth
their views, and demand without fear
of discrimination that their
Governments uphold their obligations
and deliver.
3. Knowledge is power and
freedom of information is vital to the
advancement of the knowledge
society. Enlightened judgment is
possible if one is provided with the
opportunity to consider all facts and
ideas, from whatever source, and test

International

Values
one's conclusion against opposite
views.
4. Sustained human development
requires that the people specially the
poor have the “right to know” and are
provided with the access of the relevant
information, including that relating to
the development of conservation of the
environment so that they can take their
own “informed” decisions and release
the right to development.
5. Free flow of information promotes
accountability and transparency and
prevents corruption and strengthens
the capacity of community groups and
civil society organizations to participate
in decision making. The right to
information is crucial not only in
determining the policy but checking the
Government in its implementation of
policy.

6. The lack of access to the
implementation on Government
policies, schemes, programs,
benefits and deliveries make corrupt
practices thrive. When a corruption
siphons off amounts from employment guarantee, unemployment and
disability benefit, misdirects public
funds for service delivery or delays
pension or social security payments,
it usually is the poor who suffer the
most. Freedom of information can be
a potent too to fight corruption, i.e. the
abuse of public power for private
gains.
7. Freedom of information is a
necessary part of our democratic
polity. All powers in a democracy
belong to the people who are the
masters and Government is their
servant. If the people are to perform
their sovereign role and instruct their
Government, they must have access
to all information, ideas and points of
view. Thus, the democracy must
extend beyond the ballot box and be
deepened through “social citizenship”
and citizen “governance”.
8. Freedom of information is vital to
the process of peaceful change. It
allows ideas to be tested in advance
before action is taken, it legitimizes
the decision reached, and it permits
adaptation to the new conditions
without the use of any force or
violence.

“In a government of responsibility like ours where
the agents of the public must be responsible for their conduct
there can be but a few secrets. The people of
this country have a right to know every public act,
everything that is done in a public way by their public
functionaries. They are entitled to know the
particulars of every public transaction in all its bearings”.

Supreme Court 1975.

March-April, 2011
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,dy LokfHkeku tkxj.k
,oa Xkkao&xkao esa lwpuk vf/kdkj dkuwu

Hkk

jr dk vke vkneh tc
vius vf/kdkjksa dk iz;ksx
djus yx tk, rks lkjh O;oLFkk,a
Lo;a gh lq/kj tk,axh] yksdra= dh
;gh ekax gSA vke xzkeh.kksa dh fopkj
vfHkO;fDr dk vf/kdkj lqjf{kr jg
lds blds fy, dkQh tíkstgn ds
ckn lwpuk dk vf/kdkj dkuwu ¼RTI½
cuk;k x;kA ijUrq vkt Hkh bldk
mi;ksx ogh f”kf{kr lEiUu oxZ ds
yksx dj jgs gSaA cqf)thoh] i=dkj]
ljdkjh ukSdj ,oa dqN “kgjksa esa jg
jgs yksx gh iwoZ dh Hkkafr vkt Hkh
bldk ykHk mBk jgs gSSaA xkao dh
leL;k dks ysdj u dksbZ laosnu”khy
gS vkSj u gh dksbZ iz;kljr gSA ns”k ds
vf/kdre lalk/kuksa dk mi;ksx dj
jgs laHkzkar yksxksa us ;g eku fy;k gS
fd ;g mudk fujarj pyus okyk
vf/kdkj gS ,oa lekt&jk"Vª ds izfr
rks mudk dksbZ drZO; curk gh ughaA
vke xzkeh.k viuh NksVh&eksVh
leL;kvksa ds lek/kku ds fy, la?k"kZ
djrs gq, thou cckZn dj jgk gSA
dksVZ& dpgjh ,oa ljdkjh QkbZyksa
dh Hkwy& Hkqyb;k esa mldk thou
vafre lakls ys jgk gSA jksVh] diM+k]
edku dh cqfu;knh leL;k ls og
vkt Hkh tw> jgk gSA ,sls esa lwpuk
vf/kdkj dkuwu ds vkus ls ,d
Økafrdkjh cnyko dh vk”kk Fkh ij
iqu% lÙkk ,oa lk/kuksa ij vf/kdkj
tek, yksxksa us bls Hkh viuh lqj{kk
dk gh “kL= cuk fy;k] turk fQj
Bxh xbZA
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LokfHkeku tkxj.k vfHk;ku us
vke turk dks mlds lafo/kku iznÙk
vf/kdkjksa dks fnykus gsrq tutkx
:drk vfHk;ku ,oa izf”k{k.k dh
O;oLFkk dh gSA ikjn”khZ] tokcnsg]
laosnu”khy ,oa tuHkkfxnkjh }kjk
la p kfyr O;oLFkk gh yks d
dY;k.kdkjh ,oa LFkk;h gks ldrh gSA
xkao esa pyus okyh NksVh&NksVh
;kstukvksa ij gh vke xzkeh.kksa dh
fuHkZjrk gSA egkRek xka/kh jk"Vªh;
xzkeh.k jkstxkj xkjaVh ;kstuk
¼MNREGA½] tuforj.k iz.kkyh
(PDS) cPpksa ds fy, e/;kà Hkkstu
¼Mid Day Meal½ ,oa vkaxuckM+h
iks"kkgkj tSlh ;kstukvksa esa Hkh cM+s
iSekus ij Hkz"Vkpkj ,oa vfu;fer&
rk,a gSaA iapk;r] CykWd] LokLF;
foHkkx ftlij vkexzkeh.kksa dk thou
voyfEcr gS] ogk¡ rd Hkh budh igqap
ugha gSA budk fu.kZ; izfØ;k esa fdlh
Lrj ij dksbZ Hkh Hkkxhnkjh ugha gSA
,sls esa LokfHkeku tkxj.k dk;ZdrkZvksa
us ikjn”khZ ,oa tokcnsg iz”kklfud
O;oLFkk (Good Governance) cgky
djus ds fy, xkao&xkao esa lwpuk
vf/kdkj dkuwu dk vkosnu fy[kokuk
izkjEHk fd;k gSA ,d vksj xzkeh.kksa esa
tkx:drk vk jgh gS ogha “kks"k.k ,oa
Hkz"Vkpkj ds ekeys izkd”k esa vkus ls
xzkeh.k laxfBr Hkh gks jgs gSaA
xzkeLojkT; lfefr cukdj gj xkao
ls de ls de rhu ekg esa ,d vkosnu
vo”; iM+s bldk iz;kl gks jgk gSA
ns”k ds yxHkx lHkh izns”kksa
esa vcrd 17]755 xzke&LojkT;
lfefr;ka cu xbZ gSa ,oa lwpuk

vf/kdkj dk vkosnu nsus dk lkgl
xzkeh.k djus yxs gSaA buds iz;kl ls
ujsxk ;kstuk esa dgha tkWcdkMZ cus gSa
rks dgha cdk;k etnwjh dk Hkwxrku
gqvk gSA dgha BPL lwph esa uke p<+s rks
dgha tehu okil gqbZA dgha
vkaxuckM+h iks"kkgkj Bhd gqvk rks dgha
tuforj.k iz.kkyh dh nqdkusa Bhd
gqbZaA dgha lQyrk feyh rks dgha
vf/kdkfj;ksa&Bsdsnkjksa }kjk xzke
LojkT; dk;ZdrkZvksa dks /kedh Hkh
feyhA ljdkjh vf/kdkjh izFke rks
lwpuk nsuk ugha pkgrsA ;fn dkuwuu
mUgsa lwpuk nsuk gh iM+ tk;s rks os
lwpuk nsus esa fcyEc djrs gSa ;k lgh
mÙkj ugha nsrsA ijUrq yksx lkgl dj
jgs gSaA yksxksa esa vius vf/kdkjksa dh
lqqj{kk ,oa lEeku ls thou thus dh
ykylk txh gSA
LokfHkeku tkxj.k ds dk;ZdrkZ
yksdra= dh j{kk ,oa] vke xzkeh.k
lq[k&“kkafr ls jg lds bl gsrq
(Good Governance) dh LFkkiuk esa
lrr~ fØ;k”khy gSaA vc rd 3]072
lwpuk vf/kdkjksa ds vkosnu xkaoksa ls
Mkys x;s gSaA fcYkdqy Li"V gks x;k
gS] xzkeh.kksa dks vius vfLrRo ,oa
thou dh j{kk ds fy, Lo;a gh dqN
djuk gksxkA cM+s&cM+s fl)kar ,oa
;kstuk,a lc /kks[kk lkfcr gks jgh gSa]
cM+s yksxksa ds fy, ;g lc NksVh&NksVh
leL;k,a yxrh gSa ijUrq xzkeh.kksa ds
fy, ;gh NksVh ckrsa thou&ej.k dk
fo"k; curh gSaA vr% LokfHkeku
tkxj.k vfHk;ku xzkeLrj dh gj
NksVh&eksVh leL;kvksa dks ysdj gh
tuncko fuekZ.k dj ,d lqO;ofLFkr
yksdra= fuekZ.k esa lfØ; ;ksxnku
fuHkk jgk gSA
Ykyu dqekj 'kekZ
dsUæh; ekxZn”kZd] LokfHkeku
tkxj.k vfHk;ku
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EKAL GLOBAL LEARNING
The Most Inspiring and Enlightening Event of the Year!
EGL is an annual programme,
especially designed for NRI
volunteers/donors/office bearers of
Ekal Movement. Many keen learners of
home chapters of Ekal also participate.
In EGL one gets to know many
intricacies and intriguing facts of Ekal
working system on the ground level.
The fifth EGL started from Pune,
Maharashtra, January 3, 2011 and
concluded in Surat, Gujarat on January
7, 2011. Sri Ramesh Shah, Chairman
EVFUSA, his wife Kokila Ben, Dr.
Hansmukh Shah, President Chicago
Region, his wife Joytsna Ben, Sri G.K.
Goyal, noted industrialist and VicePresident, BLSP, Lucknow Chapter, his
wife Adarsh, Sri Naresh Jain, National
President, BLSP, his son Yatin, Sri Anil
Mansingka, the Youth Prabhari,
Shrihari Satsang Samiti, Mumbai, Sri
Anshuman Lath, Pune, and Sri Vivek
Karvir, an industrialist and President,
SVO, Ekal Maharshtra, made a high
profile EGL group. They were
accompanied by Sri Ganesh Shenoy,
Sah-Abhiyan Pramukh, Ekal
Movement and Prof. Manjushree,
organizer and guide of EGL.

committee visit their designated cluster
(Sanch of 30 villages) and monitor
quality aspects of training of the
teachers. They also scrutinized all
formats of MAR - MWR.
• Half yearly Abhyas Varg (Teacher
Training) at Harshul Sankul Centre Thirty teachers took part in the training
which showed how to run “Weekly
Pathshala” where Ekal teachers have
to educate parents and villagers both in
Arogya and Gram Vikas schemes. The
trainer taught them how to prepare
ORS and give to patients of diarrhea in
emergency. Most of the teachers (boys
& girls) were class X and XII passed.

EGL Members discussing programme

• In four Ekal Villages (Matardane,
Ranghar, Pimpoorna and Dibos: two in
Bimashankar Anchal and two in
Trambakeshwar Anchal), participants
participated in Ekal Schools Gram
Samiti, Sanskar Shiksha and its impact
study.

• The EGL group freely interacted
with full time volunteers at three places
- Nashik Anchal, Harshul Sankul and
Ranghar Village. It was a pleasant
experience to know that 99% percent of
full timers have progressed and
promoted from Acharya (teacher) to
Upsanch to Sanch-Sankul and then
Anchal (Distt. level) Karyakartas. They
have been associated with Ekal for 8 to
12 years.

• Anchal Vyavastha Varg at
Nashik Anchal - The EGL group was
thrilled to meet the Anchal Samiti: the
only all women committee, headed by
Smt. Manjusha Dahale in the country.
The educated ladies of the local

• In the Ranghar village, 90%
villagers have become “Malkari” due to
regular Satsanga and Sanskar
Shiksha. They wore Tulsi Mala and do
not drink and turned vegetarian. This
has resulted in considerable decline of

The EGL Highlights
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conflicts over petty things.
• Plantation by Ekal children in
Pimpoorna village - Each child has
planted 5 trees of mango and cashew
nuts. The children showed their
saplings proudly to each one of the EGL
group member.
• The great artist in Ekal Village - Sri
Subhash Jadav, presently Anchal
Prashishan Pramukh of Nashik was
promoted from teacher to Anchal
trainer. His ethnic drawings (paintings)
have been selected and sent to London
for an exhibition there.
• Kavita Rout (The vanvasi girl of
Harsul, Maharashtra) is a medal holder
of CWG in Delhi and Asiad games. She
is from an Ekal Village. The little Kavita
was admitted to a girl’s hostel of Harsul
Taluka (Sankul centre) where she was
given attention, care, special training by
patron Smt. Lalita Tai.
• Ekal student becomes the best
teacher of the Govt. School - Sri
Janardan, studied at Ekal school of
Harshul Sankul Area and later worked
as teacher (Acharya) and Up-Sanch
Pramukh for some years. Then
encouraged by the seniors, he went on
to study B. A. and B. Ed. and finally
became a teacher of Govt. School. His
teaching techniques learned and
practiced at Ekal School won him the
award for best teacher of the area.
This year’s EGL programs at
different location turned out to be very
inspiring and enlightening for all the
members.
Prof. Manjushree,
Organisational Secretary,
Ekal Movement
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Roundup of Ekal Events
,dy dh ;kstuk vuqlkj ns”k
ds ikap Hkkxksa esa leUo; oxZ gksus
dk fu”p; gqvkA buesa ls pkj oxZ
lEeUu gks pqds gSa ,oa iwoksRrj ds
xqokgkVh esa ;g dk;ZØe 13 ls 15
ekpZ ds chp fu/kkZfjr gSaA
leUo; oxksa dh J`a[kyk dh
“kq:vkr iwoZ {ks= essa >kj[k.M dh
jkt/kkuh jkaph ls gqbZA 17 ls 19
fnlEcj dks vk;ksftr bl oxZ esa

f}rh; leUo; oxZ t;iqj esa dk;ZdrkZ
vuqHko dFku lqurs gq,

izFke leUo; oxZ
jkaph esa iqjLdkj izkIr dk;ZdrkZ

r`rh; leUo; oxZ lwjr esa
Hktuksa dk eapu

cxky] fcgkj] NÙkhlx<+] >kj[k.M
o mM+hlk ds 547 Lo;alsodksa ,oa
dk;ZdrkZvksa us Hkkx fy;kA

,dy fo|ky; Qkm.Ms”ku vkWQ
bf.M;k] fnYyh] Hkkjr yksd f”k{kk
ifj"kn fnYyh] Jh gfj lRlax
lfefr rFkk ,dy vfHk;ku dh
dsUnzh; Vksyh ds lnL;ksa us Hkkx
fy;kA

f}rh; leUo; oxZ jktLFkku
dh jkt/kkuh t;iqj esa 25 ls 27
fnlEcj dks lEiUu gqvkA bl esa
dk”kh] foa/;kpy] iz;kx] dkuiqj]
vo/k] xksj[kiqj] :gsy[k.M]
mRrjk[k.M] fgefxjh] iatkc]
tEew&d”ehj] jktLFkku] czt]
oucU/kq ifj"kn t;iqj o fnYyh]
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pkj leUo; oxZ lEiUu

r`rh; oxZ xqtjkr ds lwjr
“kgj esa 7 ls 9 tuojh dks lQyrk
iwoZd lEiUu gqvkA bl leUo;
oxZ esa if”pe Hkkx] ,dy rFkk
Jhgfj pSIVlZ ds inkf/kdkjh rFkk

prqFkZ leUo; oxZ caxykSj esa eq[; vfrfFk
Mk- ,p-vkj- ukxsUnzk oxZ dks mn~?kkVu djrs gq,

26 vapyksa ds 312 lnL;] dsUnzh;
inkf/kdkjh] {ks=ksa rFkk vapyksa ds
101 iw.kZdkfyd dk;ZdÙkkZ mifLFkr
jgsA blesa lwjr pSIVj dk;Zdkfj.kh
,oa efgyk foax ds 112 lnL;
“kkfey FksA leUo; oxZ dh ,d
fo”ks"krk ;g Hkh jgh fd ,dy
Xykscy yfuZax dk lekiu tuojh
7 dks lk;a leUo; oxZ ds LFky
lwjr esa gh gqvkA
pkSFkk leUo; oxZ nf{k.k {ks=
dk cSaxyksj esa 28 ls 30 tuojh dks
lEiUu gqvkA bl lEesyu dh
fo”ks"krk ;g jgh fd rhuksa fnu
I.I.M. Bangalore ds Nk= Hkh vk;s]
,dy ds fo"k; esa tkuus ds fy,A
bl oxZ esa Hkkx ysus okys Fks&
dukZVd ls 117] vkU/kz izns”k ls
100] rfeyukMq o dsjy ls 90 ,oa
vU; jkT;ksa ls 57 dk;ZdÙkkZA
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Thakkar Bapa Rashtriya Samman 2009
In the year 2008, Adim Jati Kalyan
Vibhag of the Government of Madhya
Pradesh started giving Thakkar Bapa
Rashtriya Samman to those societies
or organizations which are rendering
valuable service for promotion of

Sri M.L. Jain, All India Ekal Abhiyan Prabhari
receiving citation from the Minister

education, healthcare and economic
development of the backward Janjati
community. Under the Samman a sum
of Rs.2 Lacs with a momento and a
citation is presented to the awardee.
The Friends of Tribals Society was
bestowed with this prestigious samman
for the year 2009. In a grand function,
on January 11, 2011, the award was
presented, in Bhopal, by Sri Kunwar
Vijay Sha, Hon'ble Minister of Adim Jati
& Anusuchit Janjati Welfare and Sri Hari
Shankar Khatik, Hon'ble Rajyamantri,

Ramesh Shah
Chairman, EVF-USA,
visits India

Sri Ramesh Shah, Chairman of the
Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation of USA
(EVFA) was received by Sri Ganesh
Shenoy and Dr. C. Satheesh Kumar
when he reached Chennai on
December 18, 2010. Here Sri Shah had
the oppurtunity to meet a number of
senior members of FTS, Chennai.
Social Impact Study TDA
On 20th morning three member
team from Ekal reached Madurai to
attend the review meeting of the Social
Impact Study by Tata Dhan Academy
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(TDA). The meeting took off in the
presence of Sri M.P.Vasimalai,
Executive Director, Dhan Foundation,
Smt. A.Umarani, Director, TDA,
Dr. Damodar Jena, Social Scientist,
Smt. Sangeetha, Faculty, Sri
Palaniswamy, Faculty, TDA and the
Ekal team consisted of Sri Ramesh
Shah, Sri Ganesh Shenoy and
Dr.C.Satheesh Kumar.
The TDA team explained the
methodology used for Social Impact
study. The TDA also gave inference on
how the final report will look like. The
detailed discussion was held thereafter
and Dhan team expressed
their satisfaction about the coordination
of Ekal Team in this process.

Sri M.L. Jain, All India Ekal Abhiyan Prabhari
receiving momento from the Minister

Adim Jati & Anusuchit Janjati Welfare,
Government of Madhya Pradesh and
was received by Sri M.L. Jain, All India
Ekal Abhiyan Prabhari, on behalf of the
Friends of Tribals Society.
Visit to Schools
On December 21, 2010, Sri
Ramesh Shah accompanied by Dr. C.
Satheesh Kumar, Smt. Umarani and Dr.
Damaodar Jena went for visit of Ekal
Vidyalaya in Ramanathapuram anchal.
It was a surprise visit. Kum. Keeba, the
anchal abhiyan pramukh joined the
team. The team visited the village
Vadakadu in the Rameswaram sanch.
And the second village visited by
the team was Cheeniappa Darga in the
Alankulam Sanch. The Acharya was
Smt. Muthulakshmi. This is one of the
villages where the research team of
TDA had visited earlier for the Social
Impact Study. The TDA team explained
the details of the study done in this
village.
The third village visited was
Sundaramudayan and the teacher was
Kum. Vinitha. The team interacted with
the villagers, students and the teacher
and throughout the visit Smt. Umarani
of TDA assisted Sri Ramesh Shah to
interact in the local language.
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FTS Participates in
Marathon
The dawn of January16, 2011 was
filled with anticipation. It was the day of
the Mumbai Full Marathon. 32,000
people were going to be running for the
Prize money, some just for pleasure,
and 100 NGO's to spread awareness
for their cause and to generate funds.
The city comes to a halt as all
arterial roads are closed. People

Ekal meets
National
Geographic Team

reschedule their events and
appointments. FTS,Mumbai Chapter
has been taking part in the Marathon for
the last 5 years. This year FTS was
sponsored by Zee TV, and 30 people
from their company ran with the Zee
logo and FTS logo on their shirts. FTS
was able to get 3 lacs from this. More
than the money, 60 members from FTS
also took part in the Dream Run (6 KM).
They walked in FTS shirts, carrying
FTS banners. It is a very elating
experience to be part of the huge
crowd, each NGO trying to outdo the
others. All in all It was good experience.

SBT, Kochi
at Ekal's Programme
The evening of December 23,
2010 was a vibrant one for the Ekal
volunteers of Marayoor Grama
Panchayat with the participation of
State Bank of Travancore. Members,
students and well wishers of Ekal
welcomed the honourable guests
Sri B. Sreekumar, D.G.M and
Sri Rajeev, AGM of the State Bank of
Travancore, Kochi.

The cultural program by the
student of Ekal Vidyalaya was very
entertaining and graceful and the
guests were very impressed with their
performance. On the occasion Sri B.
Sreekumar handed over a cheque to
Ekal Vidyalaya and promised to
continue giving enough support for the
coming years.

Sri Vijay Maroo, EVFI, President
with the Geographic Team members

Some forty senior executives
of National Geographic, USA
listened attentively to the brief
presentation by EVFI President,
Sri Vijay Maroo in Delhi on January
12, 2011. They were highly
impressed with the programmes
of Ekal and interacted for long
with Ekal's Dr. H. K. Mittal and
Smt. Shashi Srivastava of Ekal,
USA to know more.
State Bank of Travancore, DGM, Sri B. Sreekumar lighting the lamp
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FTS and LIONS Family Festival
The ladies of FTS Mahila Samiti
Erode Chapter & Lions Club of Erode
Sangini (club with only ladies members)
conducted a Fun Fair Exhibition for the
first time to raise awareness for the
Education of Tribal Children, on
January 8 - 9, 2011 at Devi Mahal,
Bhavani Road, Erode.

The most memorable part of the
program was vibrant folk cultural events
by the Tribals. They had come from
remote parts of Thalavadi, Theni and
Dindigul and more than 100 Ekal full

Cultural Events

time workers also participated to make
this fun fair a great success. There were

The program had lot of fun filled
competitions, variety shows, stalls for
shopping, food stalls, games for
recreation and cultural programs etc.

more than 75 stalls exhibiting different
kinds of goods and more than 4000
Delegates at Valedictory Function

people visited the event.

MBA Students Celebrate Republic Day
with Ekal Students
It was a memorable moment when the MBA
students of Sri Ramakrishna Engineering College,
Coimbatore celebrated Republic day with Ekal
students of Kaaliyur village in Ooty anchal on
January 26, 2011. Earlier a group of students from
the same college had visited the same school on
December 4, 2010 and were inspired by the
concept of Ekal Vidyalaya. After their visit they had
decided to volunteer for Ekal cause. This time 17
students along with two faculty members visited the
village and explained about Republic Day, freedom
fighters and showed some of the social awareness
documentary films to the Ekal students. They also
met villagers by approaching every house, and
discussed with them on many interesting subjects.

Student addressing Ekal School Children and in above insert with villagers
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The students decided to often visit more Ekal
Vidyalayas. For this purpose the students selected
three members to represent them in future visits.
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oucU/kq ifj"kn] fnYyh }kjk & ^^lwQh laxhr** dk;ZØe

lwQh xk;d Jh fl}kFkZ Hktu lqukrs gq,

foosdkuan
t;arh lekjksg

vapy fcBwj dkuiqj ds dk;ZdrkZ jSyh fudkyrs gq,

foosdkuan ta;rh lekjksg ds
volj ij fcBwj {ks=&dkuiqj vapy
ds ,dy ds iw.kZdkfyd dk;ZdrkZvksa
us ,d jSyh dk vk;kstu fd;k ,oa
xkao ds yksxksa dks foosdkuan ds fo"k;
esa o muds lans'kksa ds ckjs esa crk;kA
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oucU/kq ifj"kn] fnYyh pSIVj ds
}kjk fnukad 9 tuojh] 2011 dks
fpUe;k lHkkxkj] esa ^^lwQh laxhr**
dk dk;ZØe vk;ksftr fd;k x;kA
dM+kds dh BaM gksus ds ckotwn
yxHkx 300 yksxksa us dk;ZØe dk
vkuUn mBk;kA bl volj ij eq[;
vfrfFk Jherh mfeZyk yksfg;k FkhA
dk;ZØe dh 'kq:vkr esa ifj"kn ds
mik/;{k Jh fot; ek: us laLFkk dh
xfrfof/k;ksa ds ckjs esa voxr djk;kA
vesfjdk ls vk;s Jh czãjru

vxzoky us dk;ZØe esa mifLFkr
yksxksa dks laLFkk ds ckjs esa ,d thoar
ifjp; fn;kA lwQh xk;d] Jh
fl)kFkZ eksgu }kjk ^^lwQh laxhr**
lqudj yksx Hkko fog~oy gks x;sA

iwoksZÙkj Hkkjr
esa u;k iz;kl

vkxjk psIVj }kjk
edj laØkafr ioZ

eq[; vfrfFk Jh mfeZyk yksfg;k o vU; eap ij

xqokgkVh psIVj ds dk;ZdrkZ

laØkafr ds volj ij oLrq laxzg

ouca/kq ifj"kn xqokgkVh pSIVj
}kjk xr 11 fnlacj 2010 dks viuh
{ks= ds lHkh vapyksa esa fMftVy dSejs
fn;s x;sA bldk mís”; ,dy ds
dk;ksZa esa ikjnf”kZrk ykuk gSA bu
dSejksa ls vapyksa ds lHkh izdkj dh
xfrfof/k;ksa dh QksVks Hkh yh tk
ldsxhA

ou cU/kq ifj"kn~ vkxjk ds
rRoko/kku esa edj laØkafr ds ikou
ioZ ij oLrqnku lekjksg dk
vk;kstu fd;k x;k] ftlesa vkxjk
ds lEHkzkUr ukxfjd] lektlsoh ,oa
oucU/kq ifj"kn~] vkxjk ds izeq[k
inkf/kdkjh] lnL;x.k o efgyk
lfefr dh lnL;k,a mifLFkr FkhaA
bl volj ij mifLFkr x.kekU;
O;fDr;ksa dks mRrjk;.k esa laØkafr
ioZ ij fn;s x, nku dk egRo
crk;k x;kA

dSejs izkIr dj lHkh dk;ZdrkZ
cgqr mRlkfgr gSA budk ekuuk gS
fd blls muds dk;ks± dks djus esa
vkSj vf/kd cy feysxkA
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Vanyatra

Seeing is Believing

Coimbatore Sindhi Panchayath Association
Four members from the Coimbatore Sindhi Panchayath Association, Sri Gobind
C. Subnani, President, Sri Rathan J.Radhakrishnani, Secretary, Sri Harish Chander
G.Kripalani, Treasurer and Member, Rotary Club, Coimbatore Midtown, Sri Ramesh
L. Shivnani, Committee member, visited Ekal Vidyalaya, Kaaliyur in Ooty Anchal on
December 27.2010. Kum. Saritha, Siksha Prasikshan, Ooty Anchal, explained to
them about the functioning of Ekal School. The visitors then interacted with the
children which were a motivating factor for them to achieve their goals.
“Our visit to this Friends of Tribals Society Ekal School is an eye-opener to our
members of Sindu Sadan. I request more members to come forward to see these
things in our society and help and co-ordinate specially the ladies and youngsters of our prestigious association. We are
thankful to Sri Kanagaraj, Chief Coordinator and Friends of Tribals Society”, said Sri Harish Chander G.Kripalani after the
vanyatra.

B P C L, Mumbai Member Visit
FTS School, Amabalavayal, Wayanad District
BPCL Kochi has been an enthusiastic supporter of FTS since last 2 years. Apart from
sponsoring 15 schools, they have granted a sum of Rs 3,60,000 for construction of 6 schools
in Ambalavayal and gifted an Ambulance.
They have also submitted a detailed proposal for sponsoring 75 schools in Wayanad for
consideration by their CSR Committee. The Committee deputed Ms. Pragya Agarwal,
Executive, CSR to make an on the spot assessment.
For Ms. Pragya, this was her maiden trip to Kerala. She visited FTS School in Mattappara
village. About 25 children welcomed her in the small school. She asked each child to tell their
names, school, class studied and what they wished to become when they grew up. Most of
the girls mentioned they would like to become teachers. Boys wanted to be doctors,
engineers, drivers, advocates, policemen and teachers.
Afterwards she met with the parents who were mostly laborers and inquired from them
about the Ekal School. They all were happy with Ekal and the progress shown by their
children and were quite keen to support running the school.
Later in the day she met the committee members and the full time workers. The full time
workers introduced themselves and explained how they got into this field, the problems
faced and progress made by them. For her it turned out to be an experience especially
considering the background from which each one of them came from. Each one of them
explained their role and activities.
She suggested that we also teach general prayers to the children and have regular
Parent Teacher meets to help involve the parents in the development of the children.
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