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f rom th is age-o ld wisdom of
interdependence that Jalan drew
inspiration for evolving his model of
rejuvenating the ailing countryside and
established the Surabhi Shodh
Sansthan.

Damagpur village on the Varanasi-
Mirzapur road in Uttar Pradesh was a
rocky, barren land, where even grass
grew reluctantly. When Jalan identified
the village for his experiments in
regereration, the land had already
suffered the ravages of mindless
environmental destruction. The
indefatigable Suryakant Jalan and his
associates laboured hard for creating a
model of development that could
withstand the cynic's scrutiny. Today his
hundred-acre expanse is a luxuriant
green. Hundred of workers tend the
land, growing a variety of fruits,
vegetables and grains on it. One of the
residents confirms the prosperity that
this has brought to the village, claiming
that they are able to harvest “four to five
kilograms of healthy vegetables on the
smallest of patches.”

The methods employed by the
Sansthan are not new, but elsewhere,
these measures have been discarded
in favour of new-fangled capital-
intensive options. However, today, the
successes of these methods are being
acknowledged. Several studies
conducted by the research scientists of
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Fifty kilometers from Varanasi,
Dagmagpur village, is an oasis of green
amidst the rocky barren landscape. The
village supplies fresh vegetables and
dairy products to nearly 100 villages
and the city. The prosperity of
Dagmapur has its seeds in the vision of
one man, driven by a desire to develop
rural areas employing indigenous
methods.

Across the country for centuries,
rural communities have engaged in
agriculture and reared cattle. The
linkage between livestock rearing and
cultivation were numerous: the cattle
contributed animal power to a variety of
activities including ploughing. The
animal wastes were rich organic
fertilizers and provided manure for the
fields. Cows provided milk and other
dairy products. And for thousands of
years the human-animal bond thrived
on this interdependence. The rural way
of life, its economy, the religious and
socio-cultural beliefs centred around
these quiet animals. Cows in particular
became objects of veneration. It was

the Banaras Hindu University indicate
that soil conservation, soil revival and
water management in the village could
not be better, Small barrages and
ponds provide water-harvesting
facilities and irrigation system. The land
is enriched through the advanced
techniques of organic farming, which
keeps the land free from the nutrient-
killing chemical compositions of
fertilizers and pesticides. The cows,
often seen as a nuisance by city
dwellers, help in the preservation and
promotion of the bio-diversity of the
place. Even those cows, which had
been abandoned or driven away as
useless, have found a new lease of life
and have been yielding as much as 12
litres of milk in a day.

The workers in the Surabhi Shodh
Sansthan grow crops collectively. They
have a community life, where cooking
together and sharing is part of daily life.
The school in the campus charges no
tuition fee but children do an hour's
shram daan or voluntary labour to grow
vegetables for the hostel, where they
also take their meals.

Suryakant Jalan hopes that the
foundation of 21st century-India would
be built on prosperity and self-reliance
of its villages. He says that his dream
vil lage is rooted in ecological
sustainability and is “centred on a self-
reliant economy, which is people
oriented and cattle-friendly.”

- Suryakant Jalan
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