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Movement, you are empowering rural
Bharat for a true change.
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people. And a meager ten percent is
utilized on administration.

Ekal Vidyalaya Movement
National Support Organisations

Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation of India

Friends of Tribals Society

Bharat Lok Shiksha Parishad

1st floor, 8 Local Shopping Complex, Okhla-II,
New Delhi - 110 020. Ph.: 4050 3331
Email: ekalvidyalaya@gmail.com
www.ekalindia.org

19, Ganga Pd. Mukherjee Road
Kolkata-700 025. Ph.: 2475 5525
Email: ftsindia@vsnl.com
www.ftsindia.com

303-304, IInd Floor, Vardaan House,
1/52 Punjabi Bagh (West), New Delhi-110 026.
Phones : 011 - 4247 8184, 2522 9052, 4752 3879
Email: blspdelhi@gmail.com • www.blspindia.org

Chapters in :
Agra, Bangalore, Bhopal, Bhubaneshwar, Chennai,
Coimbatore, Delhi, Ernakulam, Erode, Guwahati, Indore,
Jabalpur, Jaipur, Jamshedpur, Kolkata, Mumbai,
Nagpur, Nashik, Patna, Raipur, Ranchi, Rourkela,
Silchar, Siliguri, Surat.

Chapters in :
Delhi HQ,
East Delhi, North Delhi,
South Delhi, West Delhi,
Amritsar, Bareilly, Jammu,
Lucknow, Ludhiana and Varanasi

Foundations & Support Groups in :
Australia, Canada,
Dubai, Hong Kong,
Muscat,
New Zealand,
U.K., U.S.A

And many other State Voluntary Organizations

September-October, 2012

3

g

Giftin

Joy of
for a social cause!

Gifting subscription of Ekal Prayas,
to someone close to you,
means supporting for a noble social cause.

Yes, I would like to gift subscription of Ekal Prayas, for one year, for six issues, at

150/- to:

Mr./Ms.: ............................................................................................... Address : ........................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................Pin : ............................ State : .............................................
Mr./Ms.: ............................................................................................... Address : ........................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................Pin : ............................ State : .............................................
For additional names please use an extra sheet.
( )
I am already a subscriber.
( )
I would also like to become a subscriber.
My Name : ....................................................................................... Date of Birth : ......................................
Address : .......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................... Pin : ............................ State : ............................................
Mobile : .......................................................... E-mail : ..................................................................................
Please find enclosed herewith remittance for ....................................... subscription/s.
Cheque No. :............................ Dated : ........................ Bank : .....................................................................
for

........................ /-, favoring 'Ekal Sansthan'.
Note : Each copy of Ekal Prayas costs

25/-

Kindly mail the filled-in form along with the remittance to :
Ekal Sansthan, I st Floor, 8 Local Shopping Complex, Okhla-II, New Delhi-110 020. Phone: 4050 3331.
Signature:…………………...................... Date:..........................
For any information e-mail to us at : subscription@ekalprayas.org
You can also download subscription form from : www.ekalprayas.org
All disputes shall be subject to Delhi jurisdiction only.

4

September-October, 2012

EKAL
PRAYAS
A Family Magazine With Social Concern
September-October, 2012

Vol. 3

No. 4

25/-

Editor
Ajay Singh
Editorial Board
Dr. H. K. Mittal
Madhvendra Singh
Manjushree
Praveen K Arya
Satyanarayan Bandhu
Vijay Maroo

Awake, Arise and Achieve
fiz; ikBd]
xk¡o esa clus okyk Hkkjr vkt Hkh xjhch o cngkyh ls +=Lr gSA ljdkj
ds vusd vkfFkZd ,oa lkekftd iz;klksa ds ckot+wn vkt+knh ds 65 o"kksZa ckn Hkh
ns'k dh ,d cM+h vkcknh dks Hkw[ks lksuk iM+ jgk gSA ;g fLFkfr vius vki esa n;uh; gS vkSj
ekuork dks Hkh “keZlkj djrh gSA ljdkj vkSj lekt us bl fLFkfr ls izHkkoh <ax ls fuiVus ds
fy, le;&le; ij vusd ;kstuk,a cuk;ha ij muds ifj.kke vk”kk ds vuq:i ugha fudysA
blh Øe esa ljdkj us xk¡oksa ds l”kDrhdj.k dh ,d ;kstuk ^xzkeh.k O;kikj dsUnz* ¼:jy
fct+usl gc½ dks fodflr djus dk jpukRed liuk latks;kA
dsanz ljdkj ds iapk;rh jkt ea=ky; us o"kZ 2007 esa bl O;kid ;kstuk dk “kqHkkjaHk jkT;
ljdkjksa ,oa Lok;Ùk laLFkkvksa dh Hkkxhnkjh ds lkFk xzke iapk;r Lrj ij vkjaHk fd;kA blds
vk”kktud ifj.kke dqN izns”kksa esa ns[kus dks fey jgs gaSA dbZ vkS|ksfxd ?kjkuksa us Hkh bl fn”kk
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xgu iz;Ru visf{kr gSA
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I am happy to go through the JulyAugust issue of Ekal Prayas. It gives an
insight as to what impact Ekal's work is
making in uplifting the rural folk. I was
particularly delighted to read the story of
the social impact that Ekal has been able
to make in Rampur village. Through the
efforts of the 'Acharya' in the village, girls
could get admission in the Government
school did impress me a lot. Please keep
up your efforts in this direction and God
willing they will bear fruit.
Prof. Om Prakash,
Pune
Thanks for your issue on value
education. Both the articles, one by Sri
Dina Nath Batra and another by Sri J S
Rajput, were deeply conveying the
essence of the concept.
Sadly, the objective of contemporary education in our country, which
has a glorious heritage and can boast of
diversity in geography, culture, values
and beliefs, should be to educate a
student of the value system, which is
indispensable to live a successful life.
There has been a growing lapse in
implementation of our value system,
which the educational institutes should
inculcate in a student. A balanced
approach towards a student's
academic career will enhance one's
prospects and make him/her a better
contributor to our society, country and
to human civilization.
Sandeep Gupta,
Education Activist, Delhi
Education gives us this very
knowledge- the supreme knowledge of
knowing oneself. It helps us to make our
lives better and purposeful. Schools
can make a difference and spring up big
changes in a student's life, even amid
larger economic inequalities.
The key to successful schooling
lies in paying attention to children's
attitudes, and removing impediments
that prevent them from learning some of
the most crucial lessons of
understanding life. In the school, they
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should get fine lessons on value
education, which includes value
learning and the attaining of
knowledge. They should be made to
realize that education is a process,
which can create both good things and
bad things. Education can create
knowledge, and education can foster
foolishness, and education about
education becomes must for them to
create a way to make life better.
Epsita Mittra,
Mumbai
Thanks for your issue on value
education. I would also like to add that
value education in the context of our
environment would bring about a new
sustainable way of life. Education, both
through formal and non-formal
processes, must thus address
understanding environmental, natural
and cultural values, social justice,
human heritage, equitable use of
resources, managing common property
resources and the causes of ecological
degradation.
Moreover, environmental values
cannot be taught but are inculcated
through a complex process of
appreciating our environmental assets
and experiencing the problems caused
due to our destruction of the
environment. The problems created by
technology and economic growth are
results of our improper thinking on what
'development' means. Since we still put
a high value only on economic growth,
we have no concern for aspects such as
sustainability or equitable use of
resources. This mindset must change
before concepts like sustainable
developments are accepted. These are
the values that will bring about a better
humanity, one in which we can live
healthy, productive and happy lives in
harmony with nature.
Nirmal Singh,
Saraswati College, Ghaziabad
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Tribal life in Chhattisgarh
Chhattisgarh has been carved out
of Madhya Pradesh to become the 26th
state of the Indian Union on November 1,
2000, and is endowed with huge mineral
deposits and forest resources. It also has
the largest number of Schedule Tribes in
the country, and is home to the oldest
tribal population in India that remains
largely intact with its own identity. Due to
remoteness and inaccessibility of the
region, the tribes have been living in
more or less the same manner as their
ancestors have been for centuries.
Subsistence farming and foraging for
forest produce continues to be the
mainstay of their livelihood.

include the Baiga, Korba, Abhuj Maria,
BisonHorn Maria, Muria, Halba, Bhatra
and Dhurva tribes. Kamars and Baigas
have largely been untouched by the
mainstream and have retained their
traditional culture and way of life.
Lifestyle - The lifestyle of the tribal
people is unique and imbibed with
traditional rituals and superstitions.
Over one third of the state population is

One of the Chhattisgarh's famous
tribes is Gonds or the Kotoriya tribe.
Their name comes from the Telegu term
“Kond” meaning hills. The Gonds
dominate most of Chhattisgarh's tribal
population and primarily depend upon
agriculture, forestry, cottage industries,
hunting and fishing for their
subsistence. The talking point of the
lifestyle and culture of the Gond tribals
is their Ghotul marriage policy, a kind of
arrangements for conducting the
nuptial rituals.

A major part of the Chhattisgarh
(Bastar) was known as Dandakaranya
in the ancient times. Other parts were
known as Dakshina Koshal. Earliest
human settlements were established in
this region much before they came into
existence in most other parts of the
country. Historians and anthropologists
are trying to establish the exact date for
the earliest human settlement in this
region.
Bastar is also the largest tribal
district of Chhattisgarh with over 70% of
its total population comprising of tribals,
which is about 26.76% of the total tribal
population of Chhattisgarh. There are
several tribal communities and Gonds
of Bastar are the most prominent
among them. The Gond Tribes are
known for their unique Ghotul system of
marriages, in all over the world. Other
major tribes of Chhattisgarh region
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they live life to the hilt and love to
celebrate every joyous occasion. Food,
drink, music, dance, mirth and
merriment add colour to their otherwise
simple lives. The tribal women also love
to adorn themselves in ethnic jewellery.
They differ from each other in their
costume, eating habits, customs, and
traditions and even worship different
form of god and goddess.

Tribal Series

Indian Tribal

of tribes, most of them inhabiting in the
thickly forested areas of the famous
Bastar region. These tribes are unique
in their lifestyles and have beautifully
retained their own culture and traditions
for centuries. They are a friendly and
jovial lot who are industrious and
diligent. Although shrouded in poverty,

Another tribe, the Abuj Maria live in
isolation in the dense and secluded
enclaves of the forests of Narayanpur
Tehsil in Bastar. They believe in
primitive customs and are hardly
tempted by the material pleasures of
life. The other predominant tribes
include Abhuj Maria, BisonHorn Maria,
Muria, Halbaa, Bhatra and Dhurva.
Religion - It is of prime importance
in the life of the people to have their own
religion. The region is mainly influenced
by traditional Hindu culture. People of
the Gond tribe have their own culture
and traditional only in the sense that

7

Dandari, Panthi, Karma, Bhagoriya,
Nacha and Sela dance.

they are different from the mainstream
Hinduism, but in essence they are
followers of traditional Hindu cultural
and religion.
A sizeable population of Muslims,
Christians and Buddhists also exists in
Chhattisgarh. Since it has undergone
many tribal rebellions, various
alternative religions have gained
preference at times. Followers of
Satnam Panth, Rae Das Panth,
Ramnami Panth and Kabir Panth
gained importance and followers,
especially among the poor and
outcastes because they abhorred caste
system and deity worshiping. Tribes
also believe in various totems, and
nature worship in varying forms are
common. Mother Nature sustains
human beings and considered as God
by various communities. Such folk
Gods and Goddesses unique to the
communities have gained importance.
Tribal Dances are inseparable
parts of the tribal culture. In fact the
state is identical with the age old Indian
tribes and the aboriginal culture. Tribal
dances enhance the enigmatic and
enchanting existence of the aboriginals
and render an unknown but enthralling
hue to the tribal life. The tribal people
are very particular about respecting and
restoring their traditions and customs.
They are very passionate about
dancing and it is an essential part of the
tribal life. Dance for the tribal people is
also an expression of joy and
amusement.
The dance of the tribal people
forms the earthy beats of the 'dhaak'
that is played while the dance is on is
sure to make the wilderness of the deep
woods. There are a good many
numbers of tribal dances and the most
popular of all the forms are - Gendi,

Ornaments and Fashion - The
tribal women of the Chhattisgarh region
love to adorn themselves with plenty of
ornaments made of cowries, beads,
shells, bones, feathers, mixed metals,
copper and bronze. These tribes are
also known for their beautiful arts and
crafts. The jewellery the Bastar women
wear is even more beautiful. Most of it is
handmade-necklaces made of cane,
grass, or beads. The women are
graceful, light in complexion, and pretty.
They have a coppery complexion with
straight black hair, wide mouth, and
thick lips.

The Bastar tribal women enjoy a
considerable amount of freedom. Both
boys and girls are allowed to spend a
night out in the ghotul (kind of rest
house), every week. Ghotul is regarded
as a shrine, built by Lingo Pen, a Gond
(a tribe) cult hero. Here, the unmarried
boys of the village learn songs and
dance from their leader. They also
sleep in the Ghotuls. Every week, there
is a dance carnival as well. Girls also
take part in it. Moreover, it's treated like
a pilgrimage.
Handicrafts- The people of
Chhattisgarh use their reserves of
natural resources to the optimum
potential. The state is famous for
traditional bamboo crafts and woodcrafts
products.
Fork Art Painting and Pithora

paintings are interesting and traditional
forms of paintings in Chhattisgarh.
These paintings are made by using
natural colours and look beautiful.
Tribal men and women of Chhattisgarh
wear traditional folk ornaments
made out of beads, which seems quite
interesting. Overall, Bamboo work,
Woodcarving, Fork Art Paintings and
folk Jewellery are the primary forms
of handicrafts in form of Bell Metal
(Dhokra), Wrought Iron (Loha
Shilp), Terracotta, Wood Craft
(Kashtha Shilp), Godna (Tumba) and
Sisal Clay Relief Work.
Bastar and Raigarh districts of

Chhattisgarh are popular for creating
bell metal handicrafts using brass, and
bronze. Tribes like 'Ghadwas' of Bastar
and 'Jharas' of Raigarh mainly practice
this art form, also known as Dhokra art.
This is done with lost wax technique or
hollow casting.
Chhattisgarh tribal areas are
enriched with natural beauty, which
makes it a paradise for tourists. The
deep forest area between bushes and
bamboos where one always feel the
absence of sunlight ,and the huts made
by bamboo sticks, and the fearless life
style of the tribals and their culture,
one's heart and mind would be filled
with new wonders and pleasure.
Dr. Gyan Pathak
Senior Journalist
(This is the eighth article in the tribal series)
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Out of India's strong population
of 1,027,015,247 people, as per the
census 2001, 741,660,290 people hail
from rural areas i.e. more than 70% of
India's population hails from rural
setting. This statistics highlights the
face that rural people are there to stay.
In fact, rural population constitute the
majority of the world's population and
represent over 70% or 840 million of the
world's poor. In 2000, they made up
about 53% of the world population, and
are expected to form 43% of the world
population by 2020. Such data indicate
that the importance given to
urbanization trends and to rural-urban
migration cannot provide justification
for neglecting the needs of rural people.
Rural population in countries such
as India commonly suffer from unequal
access to education, healthcare,
infrastructure, technology, institutional
support and markets. It is inequitable to
deny basic services to rural people,
especially education. Although, over
the last decade, international aid has
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rightly stressed the importance of
concentrating on the poor, it has
neglected rural areas and thus the
majority of disadvantaged people, a
phenomenon which is particularly true
for education. Basic education, I
believe, is a fundamental human right in
itself, and essential for reducing poverty
and improving the living conditions of
rural population.
Yet children's access to education
in rural areas is still much lower than in
urban areas, where adult literacy and
the quality of education are much
higher. In several countries rural
illiteracy rates are two or three times
higher than that in urban areas, and the
gap is widening. Moreover, curricula
and textbooks in primary and
secondary schools often have an urban
bias, are irrelevant to the needs of rural
people, and seldom focus on the skills
needed for life in rural areas. There is
also a general lack of awareness
among ministries of education,

agriculture, health, finance and others,
as well as universities and research
institutions, concerning the importance
of targeting the basic learning needs of
rural people. India is a prime example of
a country in which education has still
not reached the rural populations.

Award Winning Essay

Must for Transforming Bharat

Luck, good looks, fashion change
over time, what remains is education
which shapes one's life, job,
personality, attributes, decisions,
values and lifestyle. Education is not
merely degree but a vital contribute of
personal growth and social
development. According to the
definition, development is “a process
for enlarging people's choices. These
choices primarily reflect the desire
to lead a long and healthy life; acquire
basic knowledge; and have an
access to resources essential for a
decent standard of living.” Thus as
highlighted by definition, development
is a dynamic process.

9

Development empowers people
and promotes important changes in
their lives. However, development
cannot take place by itself. It requires
an educated, skilled and competent
people. Seen from this angle, education
becomes the most important factor for
development as well as for empowering
people. Education provides one with
knowledge and information which in
turn bring about desirable changes in
the way one thinks, feels and acts.
Education also builds in one a strong
sense of self-esteem and selfconfidence. It contributes very
effectively to the realization of one's
potential. Therefore, education is
considered as a social instrument for
development human resources and for
human capital formation.
In fact, if one reviews the list of
developed countries what is a striking
similarity in them is their high literacy
rate with no disparity in urban and rural
areas. Take Norway, which ranked as
the most developed country according
to the survey conducted in 2011, as an
example, where literacy rate is as high
as 99%. The literacy rates in highly
developed countries such as Cuba and
Russia are 99.9% and 99.5%
respectively.
Questions often asked are: Will a
developing country like India, be
developed by the end of 2050? What
distinguishes India from other
developed countries? Honestly
speaking, judging by the numerous sky
scrapers, modern lifestyles, fancy
automobiles and the latest addition high
trend malls, one will easily believe that
India is developing at a rapid rate.
However, this observation is greatly
inaccurate as it overlooks the rural
areas of India which constitute for
greater than 70% of its population.
There are still several hundred people
residing in rural areas of India with no
educational degree whatsoever or with
incomplete education. This I believe is
no less than committing a crime by the

Indian government as they are denying
a large section of people there basic
human right, the right to education.
The main issue that prevails in
most education systems in rural areas
is the low quality of education as a result
of poor funds allocated to government
schools. This causes lack of interest on
part of the teachers who have to teach
using inadequate facilities.
Furthermore due to the low budget on
schooling there are fewer government
schools which mean the village children
have to travel miles before reaching the
centre itself, which serves as a major
disincentive. It is shocking to know that
the government currently spends only
3% of its GDP on education which is
inadequate and insufficient. To improve
the quality of education, the
government fails to realize that in order
to save its budget which it believes it
allocates to the economic development
of the country, it is running the
opportunity of producing several
thousand doctors, engineers, painters,
writers, teachers etc by denying the
right of education to such a large
proportion of their population. This
denial will prevent much more
economic development than spending
money on good education systems will.
In the long run, the money spent on
education will lead to a greatly
developed India or Bharat as we fondly
call it.
Another problem which arises in
the rural education system is gender
discrimination. Unfortunately in many
rural areas the traditional virus of 'girls
should stay at home and do housework
and then get married' exists. Numerous
parents having this conventional
mindset do not send their girls to
schools, only boys are sent to study. In
present day and age, when women are
emerging successful in diverse fields, it
is sad that this pre-conceived mindset
still exists. This virus can only be
eradicated by educating people on the
importance of broadening their

mindsets. Personally, during a school
camp when we visited Igatpuri to teach
the children at a school there we were
left astounded. We were divided into
groups of 3 to teach subjects like dance,
music, art and craft, languages like
English and Hindi, sciences like Biology
and Chemistry and Mathematics.
The rural children between the age
group of 3-17 surprised us with their
quick ability to grasp and eagerness to
learn. That's when we realized that
there is so much untapped potential in
them, not only in them, but also in rural
children all over India. Given a chance
these children could change the future
of our country. Education is truly the
path to developing India. We as the
youth of India need to take an initiative
to bring about effective change and
should do take suitable action. We
should organize more seminars for the
village educating people about the
benefits of educating the girl child and
the benefits of education in general.
Write letters to the government
regarding bringing about a change in
the current budget allocation,
contributing more funds to education. A
voucher system can be introduced to
serve as an incentive for parents to
educate their children in rural areas
however this only partially solves the
issue. As the number of students
getting educated may increase in this
manner, the quality of education will still
remain low. Furthermore students
should organize camps to share their
education with children in rural areas.
After all, it is education that is the path to
development and empowerment in
India. We as the youth of India,
as the future of India should take up
initiative to bring awareness about
education and its role in transforming
our Bharat.
Sanjana Goenka
HR College, Mumbai
(This essay has won the first consolation prize in national essay
competition organized by Ekal Sansthan in January, 2012)
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exj ;g dk;ZØe lgh lksp] uh;r]
uhfr] ,oa dk;Ziz.kkyh ds vHkko esa
cgqr dqN vlQy gks pqdk gSA esjk
;g er gS fd Li"Vrk] laf{kIrk rFkk
xfr”khyrk ds ewyHkwr fl)kUrksa ds
vHkko esa rFkk tulk/kkj.k ,oa tehu
dh okLrfod “kfDr;ksa ds tkudkjksa
dks tc rd ^”kqHk ykHk* ds {ks= esa
“kq:vkr ls ugha tksM+k tk;sxk tks
rc rd Hkkjr ljdkj ds tSls cgqr
lkjs dk;ZØe yxHkx vlQy gks
pqds gSa] mlh rjg xzkeh.k {ks=ksa ds
iapk;rksa ds lkFk] m|ferk dks chp
esa j[kdj] cSadksa ds lkFk]
l”kDrhdj.k ds vHkko esa ;g
dk;ZØe Hkh vlQy gksuk fuf”pr
gSA ,slh fLFkfr esa tc rd lekt esa
fpUrd] fopkjd] laosnu”khy]
tehu ls tqM+s O;fDr] laLFkk,a]
lsokfuo`r QkSth] dke djus okys
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deZ p kjh] cS a d lZ ] fu;kZ r d]
O;kolkf;d oxZ vkfn&vkfn ,dtqV
gksdj u;k Lo#i fodkl ds
dk;ZØeksa dks ugha nsaxs] rc rd ge
,d cM+h vkink dh vksj cgqr rsth
ls c<+rs jgsaxsA ,slh fLFkfr esa ge lc
okLro esa vkReijh{k.k] O;fDrxr
rFkk lkewfgd #i ls djsa vkSj fupksM+
esa vkxs D;k djuk gS] dSls djuk gS]
fduds lkFk djuk gS] D;k xyfr;ka
iqu% ugha gksuh pkfg, vkSj lQyrk
ds ekin.M D;k gksaxs] bu fcUnqvksa
ij xaHkhjrk ds lkFk fpUru djsaA
i1z & :jy fctul
s gc ;k
xzkeh.k O;kolkf;d dsUnz dh
vko';drk D;k g\
S
foop
s uk% oreZku O;oLFkk eas
lexozknh “kk"sk.k] ikzdf`rd nkgsu]

vlx
a fBr O;olkf;vkas dk mRihMu+]
fo”okl [kkusk] vkn”kkaZs dk ál]
ljdkj ij vR;f/kd fuHkjZrk] lgtrk
dk vHkko] uh;r vkjS fu;fr;kas ij
i”zufpUà yxHkx lHkh Lrjkas Ikj [kMs+ gks
x;s gAaS fdldk dgka ls dl
S s fo”okl
djas ;g ,d foMEcuk gAS Lojkt
s xkj
ds lkFk uhfr;kas eas l/qkkj] m|ferk]
lek;kt
s u] lgtrk] lexrzk dk tl
S s
lHkh Lrjkas ij uhps ls yd
s j Åij rd
ljdkjhdj.k gks x;k gAS ,l
s s
lexozknh fcxMk+o ds le; eas dN
q
vyx ls lkp
s ] djus dh {kerk] vk”kk
dh fdj.k]as i;koZj.k dh ljq{kk vkfn
,l
s s fo"k; gaS ftuds lexozknh mÙkj
<<awus ds fy, vkj-ch-,p- dh
vko”;drk yxrh gAS
iz-2 & vkj-ch-,p- D;k gS\
foospuk% ;g ,d ubZ LFkk;h <ax
dh] yphyh] fodsfUnzr] ikjn”khZ]
lcdks ykHknk;h] i;kZoj.k&lqj{kk
iwjd O;oLFkk ds l`tu dh “kq:vkr
gSA vkj-ch-,p- ,d d`frizsjd l`tu
rFkk iwjd vfHk;ku gS] ftlesa dksbZ
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Hkh ^bT+e* tSls& dE;wfuT+e]
lks”kfyT+e] dSfiVfyT+e] xka/khT+e] u
gksdj ekuorkokn ;k ãweuusl ij
lkjk /;ku gSA okLro esa oknksa ls
gVdj lexzrk ij m|ferk izsjd]
maxfy;ksa dh eqV~Bh cukusokyh]
izsj.kk] izksRlkgu] igpku] uhfr vkfn
nsus okyk ;g vlj&dkjh rFkk
v&ljdkjh iz;kl gSA ubZ cM+h
ykbu nsus dk ;g miØe gS D;ksafd
orZeku esa ljdkjh iz;kl okLro esa
,d NksVh ykbu ds :i esa
fn[kuk t:jh gSA ;g cM+h
ykbu O;kolkf;d n`f"Vdks.k
j[kdj lcdh Hkkxhnkjh ls
iapk;rksa@xzkelHkk dh lfØ;
Hkkxhnkjh ls ,d ,sls vkokt+ ;k
ewoesaV ;k vfHk;ku vkj-ch-,p ds
ek/;e ls cukuk gS] ftlesa lcdks
xoZ gks fd oks bl egku ns”k dk
ukxfjd gS vkSj mls flfoy ;k lH;
lekt ds :i esa vius fodkl djus
dk iwjk&iwjk ekSdk feyrk gSA
iz- 3 & vkj-ch-,p- D;k ugha gS\
foospuk% xzkaV] fjcsV] lcflMh
ls xzflr O;oLFkk esa vkj-ch-,p- dh
Hkkxhnkj ugha gSA ;g izd`fr ls
vfHkUu :i ls tqM+k gS rFkk viuh
lkjh “kfDr;ka] lksp] dk;ZlaLd`fr]
izd`fr ds fl)kUrksa ij gh vk/kkfjr
djrk gSA ;g ljdkjh ykbu dks
etcwr ugha djrkA ;g ije”kfDr]
LokFkZ] ijekFkZ dks nwj ugha djrh gSA
ladh.kZrk ls c`gnrk dh vksj tkus
okyksa ds fy, jksM+k@vM+pu ugha
cfYd mUgsa ,d eap lgtrk ls
miyC/k djkus dk iz;kl gSA ;gka
flQkfj”k dk LFkku ugha gSA
iz- 4 & vkj-ch-,p esa dkSu tqM+s
gSa ;k tqM+saxs\
foospuk% pwafd ;g tuk/kkfjr]
xz k ek/kkfjr] iz d ` f rvk/kkfjr
LokHkkfodrk ds lkFk O;kolkf;d
n`f"Vdks.k dks c<+kus dk vfHk;ku gS]
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vr% blesa LodsfUnzr gksdj orZeku
esa gh iz;kljr~ iq#"kkFkhZ] m|eh]
iz k ;ks t d] la x BudrkZ ] uhfr
fo”ys"kd] usr`Ro”khy exj Fkds&gkjs
lkjs Hkkxhnkj gSaA tqM+us dk vk/kkj
dsoy eSnku esa mrjus dks bPNqd]
lsokfuo`r rFkk izcy bPNk”kfDr
rFkk Loizsj.kk okys lHkh ds fy,
blesa LFkku gSA tks ca/kh ru[okg]
in] lqfo/kkHkksxh rFkk ikjnf”kZrk ds
lkFk dke dkus dh LosPNk ls bPNqd
ugha gSa] os blesa dHkh ugha tqM+saxs
D;ksafd mUgsa blesa dsoy fujk”kk gh
feysxhA
iz- 5 & vkj-ch-,p dh lQyrk
ds ekin.M ;k iSjkehVj D;k gksaxs\
foos p uk% vkj-ch-,p- dh
lQyrk ds ekin.M oSls rks
xzkelHkk] laLFkkvksa] Lojkstxkjh
ifjorZdksa rFkk lcdks vius&vius
<ax ls viuh&viuh lksp] fopkj]
egRokdka{kk vkSj {kerk ds vuqlkj
r; djuk gksxkA izd`fr esa gj rjg
ds tho&tUrq] euq";] ouLifr]
okrkoj.k] vkfn gS] vr% lcdks
vuqdwy gks] ,slk ,d gh ekin.M
dHkh cukuk laHko ugha gSA fQj Hkh
lcdh lqfo/kk ds fy;s vkj-ch-,p
dh lQyrk ds fuEu ekin.M
fopkjkFkZ gSaA
¼d½ tks orZeku esa gh u;k
ekWMy] ubZ lQyrk] ubZ miyfC/k;ka
dj pqds gSa] mudks fofHkUu Lrjksa ij
vfHkuUnu] izksRlkgu nsuk rFkk mUgsa
vkokt+] eap] IysVQkeZ] miyC/k
djkuk ftlls os vPNs dkeksa dks
c<+kus ds fy, rFkk QSykus ds fy,
fdl rjg ds iz;kl] uhfr;ka cus] ij
lq>ko ns ldsa rFkk QSykus dh
ftEesnkjh ys ldsaA ,sls O;fDr]
laxBu] laLFkk,a gj xkao esa] gj
lekt esa] gj LFkku esa] gj foHkkx esa
miyC/k gS] exj mUgsa viuh
vPNkb;ksa dks fn[kkus vkSj crykus

dk eap ugha feyrk gSA vr% fdlh
Hkh lkewfgd LFky esa ;fn mudh
iz”kalk dh tk;s] izksRlkgu fn;k
tk;s] dqN yksxksa ds chp ppkZ dh
tk;s rks jpukRed dk;Z djus okyksa
dks izksRlkgu vkSj eap feysxk rFkk
udkjkRed lksp pkyksa dks
jpukRed dk;ZdrkZvksa dk Hkh vuqHko
lquus dk] le>us dk rFkk lkspus dk
ekSdk feysxkA
¼[k½ thou ,d mRlo ds :i esa
lsfyczs”ku] mRlkg] tks”k dh lrr~
fLFkfr okyh voLFkk gSA vkt dh
uhfr;ka] usr`Ro] fu;kstu vkSj gj
rjg ds gkykr mls mRlkg ds ctk;
fu:Rlkg dh vksj izsfjr dj jgs gSaA
usr`Roiznk;d “kfDr;ksa ls xBca/ku
,oa eap cukus ls vkj-ch-,p ls tqM+s
lHkh dks n`f"Vdks.k cnydj ubZ
“kfDr] tks”k] mRLkg ,oa uhfr;ksa dks
iz”u djus dk lQyrkiwoZd LFkku
,oa vuqHko feysxkA vr% lHkh Lrjksa
ij mRlkg dks Vksdus] ekjus] nckus]
de djus okyh uhfr;ksa dks iz”u
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djus dh {kerko)Zu rFkk fy[kku]
MkD;wesaVs”ku] fopkjksa dh J`a[kyk]
vuqHkoksa dh J`a[kyk] ys[k vkfn esa
fudkyuk viuh txg lQyrk dk
ekin.M ekuk tk;sxkA
¼x½ fodkl”khy] bokYs;”wkujh]
ix
z fr”khy fLFkfr eas vlx
a fBr dks gj
rjg dh vljq{kk ;k buflD;kfsjVh ;k
fMtkLVj dk [krjk jgrk gAS pkgs oks
[kk|kUu gk]s ikuh gk]s jkt
s xkj gk]s i”asku
gks ;k eR`;q ds ckn “e”kku ;k
dfcLzrku gk]s vljq{kk dh ctk;
ljq{kk] vk”oklu pkgrs gAaS bl rjg
ge vljq{kk dh Hkkouk ls gVdj xkze
dks ;k lekt dks ;k lenqk; dks
fMtkLVj ls gVkdj vkink jfgr
O;oLFkk eas ys tk ldrs gaS vkjS bleas
fdl rjg ds jkM
s ]s+ dfBukb;ka vk;x
as h
;k vk jgh gaS vkjS mUgas fdl rjg]
dkuS] dgka l]s dl
S s njw djus eas lg;kx
s
nx
s k] bl ij vkj-ch-,p- dh lQyrk
fuHkjZ djx
s hA
¼?k½ iapk;r] ftyk ifj"knsa]

lektlsoh] izsl] {ks= iapk;r] Kkuh]
lkeqnkf;d lfefr;ka] jktuhfrK]
f”k{kd] ;s lc dSls okaNuh;]
¼fMtk;MZ½ lnqi;ksx dh uSlfxZd
fodkl dh fn”kk esa lcdks vory
niZ.k@dkudso ysal dks “kfDr”kkyh
cukdj Lojkt ds] lexzrk ds]
LokoyEcu ds cgqvk;keh ekin.Mksa
dks vius esa lesVdj fn[kkrh gSA u
fc[kjrs gq, blh O;oLFkk esa vljnkj
ekWMYl djds lcds lg;ksx ls
fn[kk;k tk ldrk gSA ;g fodflr
djuk ,d cgqr cM+h pqukSrh gSA
¼³½ cSadks esa tek _.k vuqikr
¼ØsfMV fMikWft+V jsf'k;ks½ ij lrr~
o`f) dh vko”;drk lHkh Lrjksa ls
cjkcj crkbZ tkrh gS fdUrq okLro esa
yxHkx 60 ls 70 izfr”kr cSadksa esa
tek /kujkf”k ftyksa ds ckgj ;kuh
cM+s&cM+s “kgjksa esa pyh tk jgh gSA
blds fy, vko”;drk gS fd ih&1
ds vk/kkj ij rFkk O;fDrxr
m|fe;ksa dks Vªsfuax rFkk VuZ&dh

dalyVsalh nsdj U;wure O;; esa
“kqHkykHk ds lkFk ØsfMV fMiksftV
jsf'k;ks c<+kus ds okLrs xzkeh.k
izkstsDV cukus dk vfHk;ku “kw: gksA
blds fy, Lojkstxkjh ifjorZd
m|e ;k lsYQ bEiykbM psat
,aVjizsfu;j dk ,d eap ;k dkWMj
cuuk t:jh gSA xzke fu;kstu ;k
xkao dk Iyku dgha Hkh Hkkjr esa ugha
cu jgk gS vkSj NksVk&eksVk tks
iz;kl gks jgk gS og dsoy ljdkjh
xzkaV ij vk/kkfjr gSA lp rks ;g gS
fd tc rd ih&1 ds vk/kkj ij u;k
;kstuk vk;ksx xzke Lrj ij ugha
izHkkoh gksxk] ØsfMV fMiksftV
jsf'k;ks] :jy fctusl gc]
Lojkstxkj] Lis”ky bdksukfed t+ksu
ds ctk; lks”ky bdksukfed t+ksu
xkao esa cusaxs rHkh lH; lekt dh
fufeZfr gksxhA
¼p½ maxfy;ksa dh eqV~Bh cukus
dh izfØ;k esa charity to creativity,
capacity and confidence building
process ds cgqvk;keksa dks le>uk

fugk;r t:jh gSA xzkeh.k {ks= es
,d O;kolkf;d] LokoyEch]
LokfHkekuh] le>nkj] O;oLFkk dh
vko”;drk rks eglwl gks jgh gS]
exj uhfr;ksa ds vHkko esa rFkk xzkaV
vk/kkfjr ljdkjh ;kstukvksa ds
QyLo:i okLrfod Nih
laHkkoukvksa dks Gross Domestic
Product ;k ldy ?kjsyw mRikn ds
ekin.Mksa ij fodflr ugha fd;k tk
jgk gSA ;s ,slh leL;k,a gSa ftuds
fy, vljdkjh ;kstuk vk;ksx rFkk
vljdkjh laln tks v&ljdkjh <ax
ls turk dks dsUnz esa j[kdj dqnjr
ds lkFk fu;kstu dh :ijs[kk cuk,aA
blds fy, ,sls ,DliVZl~ LosPNk ls
vkxs vkuk t:jh gS tks vius xkao
dk lexzoknh fu;kstu djsa rFkk
mUgsa jk"Vªh; fu;kstu dk Hkkx
cuk;saA
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¼N½ la{ksi esa NksVh ykbu esa
T;knk phjQkM+ djus ds ctk;
viuh cM+h ykbu cukus ij ge lc
fo”okl djds dk;Z djsaA
iz-6&vkj-ch-,p dh dk;kZUo;u
dh D;k :ijs[kk gksxh\
foospuk% pwafd ;g xzkekk/kkfjr
dqnjr ds lkFk leUo; lksp dk
O;ogkfjd dk;ZØe gS] vr% iq#"kkFkhZ
#i ls tks Hkh ekWMy tgka Hkh m|e]
lsok] O;olk; {ks= esa vius iq#"kkFkZ
ls dj jgs gSa] mu lcdk vfHkuUnu
izFke pj.k gSA
Xkzke fu;kstu esa lalk/ku /kkjdksa
dh tSls xk;] cSy] [ksrh] ckx]
nqdku] isa”ku] igpku] dk;Z”kkyk]
eku] lksp] fo”ks"kKrk] gquj vkfn dh
lwph curh gSA

Xkkao esa D;k&D;k [kkyh iM+k gS
;k de bLrseky gks jgk gS] mudh
lwph cukdj mUgsa dSls O;kolkf;d
<ax ls lfØ; djds jkstxkj ,oa
fuos”k c<+k;k tk ldrk gS] ij ppkZ
dj fodYi dks <wa<sA
izsj.kk] tks”k] meax] mRLkkg ds
fy, xkao dh ;kstuk cuk;sa rFkk
vius fopkjksa dks O;ogkfjd #i nsrs
g,q ijh{k.k djsaA
iapk;rksa ds fy, 21 fo"k;
vkjf{kr gSaA ftyk ifj"kn] fodkl
[k.M] tks vkt iqjkuh lksp esa py
jgs gSa mUgsa pyus nsa] exj ubZ lksp ds
lkFk ubZ ykbu cukus ds fy, ppkZ
cSadks lkFk] dEa;wVj okyks ds lkFk]
Lojkstxkfj;ksa ds lkFk] m|fe;ksa ds
lkFk fy[krs pysaA

xzkeh.kksa ds vykok xkao ds ckgj
Hkh] ftys esa] izns”k esa] ;k ns”k&fons”k
esa Hkh dbZ igpku rFkk lEidZ lw= gSa]
mudk lnqi;ksx dc] dgka] dSls]
fdl :i esa fy;k tk ldrk gS] bl
ij muds lkFk ppkZ “kq: djsaA
u;s yksdrkaf=d lH; lekt ds
fy, usr`Ro dh ryk”k lHkh Lrjksa ij
vR;ko”;d gSA tgka Hkh vPNs
d`fr”khy usr`Ro fn[ks] mudk
vfHkuUnu djrs gq, fpUru] euu]
rFkk fy[kku c<+k;saA
lwpuk vf/kdkj dkuwu ds
vUrxZr vko”;d tkudkfj;ka
ekaxuk] vkidk gd gSA

vr% vkj-ch-,p ds dsUnzksa dks
ykHknk;h cukus esa Lojkstxkjksa
ifjorZdks dks ;g Hkh lh[kuk gksxk
fd Hkkjr ljdkj ds 500 la;qDr
lfpo] 105 lfpo] 700 lkaln vkSj
yxHkx 3000 Hkkjrh; iz”kklfud
lsok ds vf/kdkjh ljdkj fdl <ax
ls pykrs gSaA xkao ds fy, lcus
;kstuk,a rFkk ctV cuk j[kk gS]
mudk ewY;kadu rFkk miyfC/k;ksa dk
gj o"kZ egaxh fdrkcksa esa laln dks
fooj.k ckaVk tkrk gSA ;s lc <jsZ ij
py jgs gSa] vr% blesa u;kiu ykus
ds fy, vkidks egRoiw.kZ v/;;u
dh t:jr gSA
uckMZ] flMch] vkSj dbZ cSadkas us
xkao okLrs lefUor fuos”k esa dtkZ
nsus ds fy, vkns”k fn;s gSa] exj os

cgqr vPNs gksrs gq, Hkh QSykus okyh
O;oLFkk ds vHkko esa okLrfod yksxksa
srd ykHknk;h ugha gks jgs gSaA fQj
;g Hkh le>uk gS fd & tc rd
xkao ,oa xzkeh.k et+cwr ugha gksaxs]
ns”k dks detksj vkSj fo[kf.Mr
jguk gh gSA vr% :jy fctusl gc
dks lcdks NksMdj O;oLFkk ifjorZu]
ewyHkwr lq/kkj] lH; laosnu”khy
lekt l`tu vR;ko”;d gSA
ge ;g Hkh u Hkwysa fd ^lqj eqfu
uj txr dh ;s jhr] LokFkZ ykxs djs
lc izhrA* ns[kuk ;g gS fd LokFkZ
;fn vk/kkj gS rks ge ijkFkZ vkSj
ijekFkZ dh fn”kk esa v/;kfRed]

vkfFkZd] lkekftd rFkk LokHkkfod
fodkl dh fn”kk esa lgtrk ls]
dE;wVjlZ ds lkFk] Lojkstxkj ds
lkFk] ubZ fn”kk dks dSls pqu ldrs
gSaA vkj-ch-,p dk ;gh vk/kkj ,oa
fu/kkZj gksxk fd lcdks fodkl dk
blh O;oLFkk esa ekSdk feys vkSj dksbZ
;g u dg lds fd bl ns”k us gesa
eSfjV fn[kkus dk ekSdk gh dgka vkSj
dc fn;k gS\
o/kkZ ,d vision lkp
s ] LoIu dk
LFkku jgk g]S ;fn ge lc feykdj u;k
model Qy
S k ld]s crkus eas ;kx
s nku ns
;gha Þ,d LoIu gßSA
Mk- dey Vkojh
vkbZ-,-,l ¼fjVk;ZM½
¼;g ys[k muls okrkZ ij vk/kkfjr gS½
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Rural Business Hub (RBH) has
been one of the most talked about
subjects for a decade now. Not only
Indian Business and Industry, but also
some multinationals are very much
interested in implementing the idea in a
large scale. They lobbied for it and
finally in 2007, Government of India
started this plan in a limited scale.
However, a controversy on the 'real
intent' slowed the pace of its
implementation, and the plan is yet to
have a separate budget. As of now,
RBHs are being funded and
implemented through various plans of
the Union and State governments
on 4P basis, i.e., Public-PrivatePanchayat-Partnership model and
is applicable in all the BRGF
(Backward Regions Grant Fund)
districts and all the districts in the North
Eastern Region.
The Ministry of Panchayati Raj
developed these ideas into the Rural
Business Hubs initiative, which aims at
developing an integrated relationship
between rural producers and business
partners for mutually beneficial
cooperation, the entire process being

Rural
Business

Hub
a
concept of

Houses, multinationals and NGOs. All
of them want 'improvement in the living
condition' of the rural people and
'unlocking the growth potential' of rural
India.
CII that partners the Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, Government of India, is
promoting Rural Business Hubs
(RBHs) across the country. Within this
framework of partnership, few
initiatives have been taken to link up
Indian corporate with different
Panchyati Raj Institutions (PRIs) to
identify and develop rural business
clusters. While this would help the rural
businesses to move up the economic
value chain, the corporate would
discover new markets and sourcing
options. Nearly 200 MOUs have
already been signed to promote RBHs.
Major corporate like DSCL, Hero
Honda, Bharti Foundation, Sona
Group, Luxor, HCL, GHPL, Coca Cola
Foundation, and others have come
forth to support these initiatives. CII is
developing an E-Portal that will enable
rural businesses to access real time
market information for better price
realization for their products. The portal

Haat to Hypermarket
facilitated by the Panchayats. This
initiative is build on the idea of
convergence of resources available
under Central/State Governments
Schemes, institutional credit and
partnerships at one level. The Ministry
Planned to promote at least one RBH in
each of the 6000 Development Blocks
of the country involving many big
stakeholders in this activity, which
include many ministries of the
Union of India, state governments,
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII),
many big Business and Corporate
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will function like a knowledge bank on
rural products and services, build
buyer-seller interaction, and facilitate
multi-fold B2B linkages.
Reliance Industries, one of the
largest companies in India, has been
preparing for the biggest network of
business hubs for food, agricultural and
other supplies across the country since
2007. Their aim was to create a network
to connect smallest villages in rural
India to the largest metro cities,
exchanging daily supplies and
amenities. Reliance Rural Retail Hub
was a procurement and supply chain for
food, milk, sugar, vegetables,
agricultural products, medicines, fuel
and other daily supply across the
country.
However, the lobbies for rural
people have serious objection on such
initiatives because they suspect the
real intention behind it. They think that it
would lead to a situation where poverty
stricken rural people will lose access to
even essential goods, like grains, on
account of price rise as a result of giving
unrestricted playground for business
houses. Urban poor are already
suffering most because of this
phenomenon. This is why Union
government is weighing the situation;
however, it intends to implement this
idea sooner of later.
A document of the Ministry of
Panchayati Raj says that there is a

steady influx of rural people to urban
areas in search of employment and
economic opportunity. In addition, there
is a wide gap between rural and urban
areas in terms of public services like
health and education, in the quality of
life and levels of income. This gap is
perceived to be widening every day.
The 73rd Constitutional Amendment,
1992, has mandated Panchayats as
Institutions of Self Government, to plan
and implement programmes of
economic development and social
justice.
The document also felt need to
ensure that the benefits of rapid
economic growth, unleashed through
the reforms of the last two decades,
need to flow to all sections of society,
particularly to rural India.
The Ministry of Panchayati Raj has
adopted the goal of “Haat to
Hypermarket” as the overarching
objective of the Rural Business Hubs
(RBH), initiative aimed at moving from
mere livelihood support to promoting
rural prosperity, increasing rural nonfarm incomes and augmenting rural
employment.
The objective is to identify rural
products, which have potential for
national/ international markets and
standardize their quality, and also
ensure value addition in rural products
and increase production volumes to
levels viable for marketing.

One of the other objectives is to
promote Rural Non-Farming
Enterprises (RNFE), which utilise local
skills and/or resources and promote
rural employment. These initiatives are
to foster mutually beneficial relations
between the producers and industrial
houses as identified.
Strategy Adopted
Build the capacity of PRIs, if
necessary, by extending the services of
competent agencies, to plan for
economic development of their area
and implement these plans.
Achieve convergence of
Institutions and schemes (both Central
and State) at the Panchayat level for
filling in gaps in the infrastructure and
services required to facilitate the
development of the RBH in the area.
Retain the decentralised
production units where they exist but
introduce and ensure compliance of
high process/product standards.
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Any of three levels of PRIs can
initiate RBH, but production base of
reasonable size will be a necessary
criteria. In the initial phase, focus will be
on Intermediate (Block) Panchayats.
Ideally, Panchayat will play the role of a
governance partner and not
necessarily that of a business partner.
State Government and Ministry of
Panchayati Raj will provide overall
supporting and enabling environment.
Proposals

Engage the competent business
professionals to identify business
opportunities in the Panchayat area,
which needs to be developed.
Identify interested Business
Partners having required marketing
/technical skills.
Hand-hold the PRIs so that they
can effectively negotiate with business
partners to secure a non-exploitative,
mutually beneficial business
relationship.
Roles and Responsibilities
of Key Stakeholders
Business partners for RBH can
be members of industry, Central/
State supported agencies like PSUs,
Promotional Organisations, and large
Cooperatives etc. having access
to wider markets and interested in
taking up rural products. They will play
a lead role in establishing and
maintaining RBH.
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Interested Panchayats,
companies interested to link with rural
produc ers and other reputed
organisations that can effectively link
the rural producers and interested
buyers can submit proposals.
Panchayats who have identified an
economic activity that has potential to
develop as RBH can seek assistance of
professionals for conducting feasibility
study and develop the proposal as per
the guidelines for engaging
professionals.
Advantage - RBH
The various objectives of Rural
Business Hub Initiative is to work along
with the state government in order to
bring about an all round development of
the rural areas of the state. Further, its
various objectives include the
incorporation of the industry to refine
the locally available resources and to
produce goods that are of such

standard and quality that they are
acceptable in the national and
international markets. Also provide the
industry with a mechanism through
which it can directly procure agricultural
products from the rural people. This will
prove to be beneficial for both the
industry and the rural people for the
industry would get high quality and
standard products at less procurement
costs and the rural people will get the
correct amount for their products due to
the absence of the intermediaries.
The other advantages of Rural
Business Hub Initiative is that it has
developed the infrastructure of the rural
areas of the state by setting up
facilities, R&D centers, tissue testing
laboratories, soil testing units, bio
control laboratories, and model farms.
Further, it has helped in bringing many
industries into the rural areas of that
state and this has generated lot of jobs
for the rural people and given a major
boost to the economic condition of the
rural people. The industries that have
come into the rural areas have brought
with them the latest technology,
marketing and branding, agricultural
inputs, practices for farming that are
good, skill and training development,
and value addition.
Rural Business Hub Initiative has
great potential to bring about the
development of the rural areas of the
state if the concept is implemented with
all sincerity and deep commitment. The
state government thus should make
determined efforts to boost the Rural
Business Hub Initiative. For only then
will the initiative of Business Hub in
state will be able to fulfil all
its objectives. This in its turn will
really boost the economic condition
of the people in the rural areas
of that state.
Dr. Gyan Pathak
Senior Journalist
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Every day, one comes across a
couple of cases of cruelty and
humiliation inflicted upon children.
Children are often reported to die in
bore wells and unprotected pits. Media
coverage and that is all! The savage
and barbaric humiliation of a teenage
girl in Guwahati ashamed the entire
nation. The medical condition of a girl in
the Shanti Niketan School is treated in
the most inhuman and uncultured
manner. In Bangluru; “the RTE quota
Children” are humiliated by special
haircuts later ascribed to the
classmates! From Tamil Nadu comes
the shocking story that an engineering
student forced to quit the institution as
he suffers from leucoderma! All this is
happening in the year 2012! The three
instances cited here do not represent
even the tip of the iceberg; thousands
and thousands of children suffer in all
possible and even unconceivable ways
at the hands of the elders and the
exploiters. For Policy makers and
senior bureaucrats, these are mere

'matters of detail' in which they are not
interested. Unfortunately, this apathy
de-motivates even the most
enthusiastic of men and women imbued
with the spirit of serving others and
devoting their time and energy for a
social cause. If government had given
due priority to universal elementary
education and preparation of quality

Neglect of the Young
teachers much of the sufferings of
young children could have been
minimized. Everyone laments the
depressing conditions in the majority of
the government schools. It creates no
visible impact on anyone amongst
those who could change the approach
and attitude towards the children
enrolled there. Private schools are
determined to maintain segregation in
spite of RTE provisions.

Children shall continue to suffer
until the government system succeeds
in keeping the community at a distance
and until transparency is 'actually'
visible to all. Politics without principles
affects every aspect of life and every
one, including every child.
J.S. Rajput
Former Director, NCERT

Ekal Support Coupon !
A gift that also serves a noble cause!
Gift Ekal Support Coupons to
your dear ones. This unique
gift will give them the
satisfaction that the amount
will be used for the education
of a poor child who cannot
afford it otherwise. A noble
cause, indeed!

r a Special Person
Special Blessing fo

If the poor boy

cannot come to

go to him.
school, School must
nd
- Swami Vivekana

Ekal is a people's movement. It is committed to supporting education in tribal and rural
areas across the nation. Contributions help Ekal provide/support education to more than
a million children.

For more details contact

Friends of Tribals Society
Ist Floor, 8 Local Shopping Complex, Okhla II, New Delhi-110 020.
Phone: 4050 3332. E-mail: ftsdelhi@gmail.com
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Acharya Sangamam
Wayanad's Acharya Sangamam of 2012 was a memorable day for acharyas, full timers and their family members since Sri Arun
V. Narayan, famous film actor, and a
media personality inaugurated the
function. He gave an inspirational talk on
the importance of Ekal Movement and
the role it can play in building up the
nation. It was a well organized event,
which also motivated youth group to work
more dedicatedly and vigorously for the
Acharya Sangamam member delivering speech
Participants listening attentively
Ekal cause.

Fund
Raising Event

Members of Mahila Samiti

Friends of Tribal Society,
Bangalore Mahila chapter had
organized a play "Chinta Chhod
Chintamani" by Yatri Group from
Mumbai. It was a fund raiser event
directed by Sri Om Kataria. The
spontaneous charity response was
tremendous and there were lot of
inquiries regarding membership and
village adoption.

Members of Yatri Group
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Ekal Student
with London Olympic Torch
Pinki being facilitated at Ekal Function

Pinki Karmakar ran for India with
London Olympic Torch in Nottingham
Square on June 28, 2012. Seventeen
year old Pinki Karmakar was an Ekal
student, and is now studying in class
Xth in Barbarauah Tea Estate High
School, Assam. She said with a smile
that Ekal was the only school running in
my village when I started studying.
She has been part of the project
“Sports for development” of UNICEF,
and was selected on her merit to run
with Olympic Torch in Nottingham
Square.

Pinki Honoured
in an Ekal Public Function
Pinki Karmakar was honoured with
“Phulam Gamcha” (the traditional
Assamese symbol of honour) in the
public function of inauguration of Ekal
Mahila Varg in Dibrugarh in July 2012.
Addressing media Pinki told “I am
feeling happy and proud to represent
my country… it is due to Ekal Viidyalaya
that I have reached here”. She also
expressed her desire to work with Ekal
Vidyalaya Abhiyan after completion of
her studies.
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Dakshatha Varg, Kerala Bhag

Memories that counts

AGM of
Nashik Chapter

The Dakshatha Varg of Kerala
Bhag was held at Kanyakumari, and
was attended by full-time workers of
Kerala. In the four days session various
topics were discussed by eminent
persons. The use of visual aids during
the classes was one of the highlights
that made the varg a great and
delightful experience for all the
participants.

Yojana Baithak, Kolkata

Friends of Tribals Society, Nashik
Chapter, held its Annual General
Meeting (AGM) in the presence of
Patron Sri Nemi Chand Poddar,
President, Sri Pradeep Boob, Vice
President, Ashok Tapadiya and many
other important functionaries including
women.

Guests attending the meet

It was a successful meet since for
the first time donors were also present
in large numbers. Sri N L Poddar
unbelievably managed to raise
sponsorship of 85 schools just in few
minutes. And Samsonite Asia Pacific
took lead by giving donations for 35
schools. The meeting also discussed
future plans and activities for the next
calendar year and concluded on a very
promising note.
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Executive Members at Yojana Baithak

Friends of Tribals Society and
Shrihari Satsang Samity, Kolkata
chapter, had its annual meeting (Yojana
Baithak) on June 17, 2012 at Rotary
Sadan Auditorium to review last year's
activities and to set the target for current
year 2012-13.
After the welcome note, all the
executive committee members present
reviewed last year's work report. After

the review session of all the activities,
the members fixed the target for the
current year. FTS targeted to raise
funds for 5500 OTS and Sri Hari
Satsang Samity has been given the
target to raise 2.20 crore Rupees. A
total of 22 different functional samities
were also formed, and a monthly
activity calendar was also prepared for
the year 2012-13.
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Homeopath Health Camp

Dr. S. Paul giving medicines

Dr. Sudhakar Pal, a renowned
Homeopathic doctor visited Ekal
Vidyalaya, Bruti and Kandhasahi in the
district of Angul, Odisha, and organized
two health camps. He examined 156
villagers and treated them for different
ailments by providing medicines. He
also took opportunity to sensitize them
on the issue of health hygiene, water
pollution, sanitation, cleanliness etc.

Students with gifts

Anemia Control Programme
Two pilot camps of the Arogya
Anemia Control programme were
organized in tribal areas of Udaipur
Anchal of Rajasthan on July 5-6, 2012
under Dr. Harish Anand and Dr. Sarita
Mittal, Members of Arogya Central
Team.
The first camp was held at
Bachher Village in Pai Sanch- on
August 5, 2012. A team of four doctors
led by Dr. Madhusudan Sharma and
Dr. L.N. Srimali treated 285 patients,
out of which 105 were males, 95 were
females and 85 were children. A
proper Hb testing was done and upto
80% (Hb less than 6-8 g %) of the
women are reported to be suffering
from moderate Anemia, 10% were
having severe Anemia (Hb less than 6
g %) and 10% had mild anemia (Hb
less than 8-10 g %).
The second camp was organized
at Madala Village in Bhagpura Sanch
the next day. A team of three doctors
led by Dr. R.P. Chawla treated 265
patients, out of which 110 were males,
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95 were females and 60 were children.
Similarly a proper Hb testing was done
and up to 75% (Hb less than 6-8 g %)of
the women are reported to be suffering

the other medical problems which
were diagnosed and treated included
PID, Diarrhea, pain in abdomen, fever,
joint pains, and skin diseases.

Dr. Sarita Mittal in conversation with ladies and students

from moderate Anemia, 15% were
having severe Anemia (Hb less than 6
g %) and 10% had mild anemia (Hb
less than 8-10 g %).
Along with medicine for general
illnesses, each anemic woman was
given Albendazole tablet to swallow
on the spot and were given
60 Iron tablets for one month.
The children were administered
Albendazole syrup. Along with anemia

Dr. Sarita also took Health Talk
on hygiene and use of gur -chana
in diet. The local Angawadi workers
and 'ASHA' volunteers were also
involved in the camp.
Ms. Diksha and the committee
members took responsibility of
distributing the Iron tablets to anemic
ladies as per the programme. It was
also decided to conduct Hb testing
every six months.
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Arogya Medical Camp in Bangalore

Opening Session

Arogya Foundation of India in
association with Friends of Tribals
Society, Bangalore, Vittala Eye
Hospital and Have a Heart Foundation,
both from Bangalore, had organized a
two days free health checkup and eye
screening camps in the third week
of July at Kotamballi Village,
Yelanduru Tq, and Kannuru village,
Hannuru Sanch C.H. Nagara districts.
Both these two villages are part
of Ekal Movement.
Jai Shivashakti Health and

Doctor examining a patient

Patients near medical van

Education Foundation sponsored the
camps. Post camp eye surgery, cardiac
surgery costs will be borne by Jai
Shivashakti Health and Education
Foundation and Have a Heart
Foundation.

were also present. Sri K.K Mallya
briefed the villagers about the medical
camps organized by Arogya
Foundation (Ekal) regularly. Six
hundred twenty patients were
examined.

The first camp was inaugurated by
Sri K.K Mallya, Secretary, FTS
Bangalore, Smt. Radika K. Mallya,
Dr. Vikas, Dr Chandashekar Dr. B
Satish, Sri. Mahadevappa, SDMC
Member, and member of the C.H Nagar
Ancha Anchal committee members

The second camp was held at
Kannuru village, a remote village
coming under Hannuru cluster. Dr. B
Satish, Dr. Srujana , Village Panchayat
Pramukhs and SDMC members also
participated in it and 646 patients took
advantage of the health services.

bUnkSj pSIVj dk prqFkZ okf"kZd mRlo
ouca/kq ifj"kn~] bUnkSj pSIVj ds prqFkZ okf"kZd mRlo ds miy{; esa laxhr la/;k dk vk;kstu fd;k x;k ftlesa eqEcbZ
ls vkeaf=r jkuk pVthZ us xhrksa ls lth laxhr la/;k ^rw I;kj dk lkxj gS* dh eueksgd rFkk cstksM+ izLrqfr dhA izR;sd
o"kZ bUnkSj pSIVj bl izdkj ds okf"kZd mRlo dk lQyrkiwoZd vk;kstu djrk vk jgk gSA

Singers performing at the show
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Guests enjoying the performance
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I got an unimaginable, unique and
the most memorable opportunity to
spend two weeks in the month of
February, 2012 for understanding Ekal
Foundation's work in tribal belts of
Assam (11 days -Tejpur, Gulaghat,
Shivsagar and Dibrugarh district) as
well as Chhattisgarh (4 days - Ekal
Global Learning).

played a very big role in implicitly uniting
them thus helping in reducing disputes,
engaging people in developmental
works and in reducing alcoholism. In
one of the tribal pockets people would
clean the roads on every Sunday.
Moreover, every house would
contribute one bowel of grain daily to
generate money for development.

The period got me to visit many
Vidyalaya (Ekal's informal schools),
made me interact with Acharyas
(teachers), and moved with Ekal's
volunteers to see happenings at the
grassroots level. Ekal not only arranged
my stay but planned the entire
programme very intelligently. It gave me
a chance to observe every aspect of
Ekal, understand its philosophy and see
various training programme that make
the most vibrant organization dedicated
to tribal and rural areas through
education, healthcare, empowerment,
development and moral values.

Ekal's health education has helped
greatly in making people self sufficient
in preventive care of the disea at the
initial stage. This has helped people to
become more sensitive in taking care of
their health the moment it strikes.

Ekal
in Assam

Acharyas of these areas informed
that before Ekal Vidyalaya very few of
the children were going to school.
Today more than 90% of the children
are enrolled with government schools,
and this upsurge happened mainly due
to the innovative informal teaching
mechanisms designed by Ekal.
Most of the Ekal Vidyalayas in these
areas were either running in government
school buildings, anganwadis or in a
structure erected by villagers especially
for this purpose. Ekal has been working
hard to connect children with the main
line education provided by the
government. Apart from education, the
self-confidence and moral values that
were given to the students were
amazing. It was a great fun talking to
them and listening to their poems.
The village development initiative
by Ekal has increased the use of
organic farming, and now many houses
were having pits for vermin- compost.
Besides satsang programme has
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Saransh Gupta being welcomed

People now understand the importance
of hygiene and cleanliness.
Ekal has achieved great heights in
empowering villagers especially
women. In Assam, most of the
Acharyas and many full time volunteers
are women. For instance in Thelamara
clusters in Assam out of 27 Acharyas 26
were women. In addition, people
became aware of RTI and government
schemes for them.
There are many factors, which

attribute to the huge success of running
more than 35,000 schools across the
nation, and the most important is
motivation to work for nation, sheer
dedication and honesty of volunteers.
On a meager honorarium, they work
day and night and that too in very
difficult situations. They travel miles on
foot and cycle for reaching in the interior
areas where there is no transportation,
face problems because of insurgency
groups and many other situations. In
one of the training programmes in an
interior village Sri Rajuji, a volunteer,
had to walk daily 7 km both ways.
When I asked him about that he
modestly answered, "When Shree Ram
can walk for 14 years on foot why can't I
travel 14 km".
Ekal's reporting mechanism is very
systematic and a well managed
account of very detailed data to the
level of attendance of each student.
There is also a robust organizational
structure in place, which facilitates
efficient flow of planning from top to
bottom and flow of reports from bottom
to top in the organization. The beautiful
concept of having a Samiti (part time
volunteers) to manage finance and
other activities adds to legitimacy and
transparency. For example even the
meager reimbursement claimed by any
volunteer has to be attested by at least
three people (one has to be of Samiti) to
get it approved. Samiti also plays a
paternal role for full time volunteers
providing them confidence and
motivation.
A wonderful journey gave
exposure to rich cultural and moral
heritage of our country. It gives hope
that there are people who can dedicate
their lives for nation to ensure that
something good is happening. I am
thankful to God for giving me this rare
opportunity. I wish all the success to
Ekal Vidyalaya in their endeavor of
nation building.
Saransh Gupta
IIT, Mumbai
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Ekal School
Impresses
visitor from

Dubai
Sri Ashok Dasani from Dubai
visited Ekal Vidyalaya at Alangandy
Puthur village in Ooty Anchal in the
second week of July, 2012. Sri
Murugan, Cluster Coordinator,
accompanied to make him understand
the concept of Ekal Vidyalaya. It was
first visit of Sri Dasani and he was
immensely impressed with the concept
and work at the grassroots level.

Dr. Ashok Dasani in the classroom

“I am very happy to spend
an evening at Ekal School and
had an opportunity to interact with
the students. The school was
well organized and with the

involvement of Sri Sarvanan, Acharya,
and Sri Murgan, Cluster Coordinator is doing lot good to the
school”, Sri Dasani said with
deep sincerity.

Brahm Om of USA in Alwar
we
reached
Kundalka School,
forty kilometers
from Alwar.
Ms. Asha a young
teacher was
taking the class of
forty students,
USA visitors dancing with the villagers
which started with
a Saraswati vandana. After that
On the fine morning of July 11,
students went to show their calibre in
2012 Sri Brahm Om and his daughter
studies and talent in performing cultural
Anjali from New Jersey, USA,
activities like regional folk songs and
accompanied me to Kundalka and
dances. Later on, interaction with the
Sevka villages Ekal Schools near
school children and the village elders,
Alwar. At around three, after a short
which was a new experience for them,
stopover at natural lake at Siliserh,
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gave real insight into the efforts of
Ekal Movement.
At 4:30 pm, we reached Sevka
village, just 3 kilometers away from
Kundalka. Here in the Vidyalaya
Sri Brahm Om and Anjali addressed
the children appreciating their learning
skills. Both of them were elevated to
see happening around, and were
touched by gestures of the people of
both the villages. They were impressed
to see the inroads made by Ekal to
empower the rural communities.
Vijay Sethi
Jt. Secretary, FTS, Delhi

September-October, 2012

fodkl f”k{kk] tkxj.k f”k{kk ,oa
laLdkj f”k{kk ds ckjs esa izf”k{k.k izkIr
fd;kA bl oxZ esa xzke fodkl fo"k;
izf”k{k.k esa mUgsa tSfod [kkn] dhV
fu;a=d nok] nareatu] lkcwu vkfn
cukus dh fof/k dh Hkh tkudkjh
feyhA izkFkfed izf”k{k.k izkIr
dj Jh cyjke ds gkSlys dh mM+ku
esa ia[k yx x,A dkQh mRLkkg
c<+kA eu esa dbZ ;kstuk,a cuus
yxhaA csjkst+xkjh ds lek/kku gksus
dk ekxZ iz”kL= gksrk fn[kkA
Lokoyach cuus dh lHkh laHkkouk,a

,dy
vkpk;Z Lokoyach cuss
dk “kfDr dsUnz LFkkfir gks ldsA
,dy fo|ky; dk vkpk;Z igys
Lo;a Lokoyach cus bl fn”kk esa ,d
l'kDr dne gSA
,slk gh ,d mnkgj.k izLrqr
fd;k gS xksj[kiqj {ks= ds uokcxat
fLFkr tykyiqj xk¡o ds vkpk;Z
Jh cyjke usA Jh cyjke ,dy
fo|ky; eas twu 2010 ls dk;Zjr gSaA
ml le; muds ?kj dh vkfFkZd
fLFkfr Bhd ugha FkhA ifjokj esa cM+k
gksus ds dkj.k mls ?kj pykus esa
dfBukbZ gksrh FkhA ,dy fo|ky;
ds izkFkfed oxZ esa tc og x;s rks
ogk¡ izkFkfed f”k{kk] vkjksX; f”k{kk]
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n`f"Vxkspj gksus yxhaA
,dy esa izkFkfed izf”k{k.k oxZ
ds mijkar tc og xkao esa okil vk;s
rks tSfod [kkn cukus dh ;kstuk
mUgksaus cukbZA blds fy, mUgksaus
xk¡o esa dwM+s&dpjs dk mi;ksx djds
xzke mRiknu dsUnz LFkkfir fd;kA
,dy vfHk;ku ds ek/;e ls dsapqvk
izkIr fd;kA ,dy vfHk;ku esa izkIr
izf”k{k.k ds vk/kkj ij tSfod [kkn
cukuk izkjaHk dj fn;kA mRikfnr
tSfod [kkn dks ckt+kj esa foØ;
djuk Hkh izkjEHk dj fn;kA /khjs&/khjs
vkpk;Z Jh cyjke bl {ks= esa viuh
idM+ cukrs x;sA tSfod [kkn ds

foØ; ls gq, vkenuh ls og
?kj&ifjokj ds jkstejkZ ds [kpZ esa
lg;ksx djus yxsA izfrekg nks
gtkj #i;s rd blls mls vkenuh
gksus yxhA vkpk;Z th ds thou dh
fnup;kZ esa ;g dke muls tqM+
x;kA blls gqbZ vkenuh ls ?kj esa
ubZ [kqf'k;ka vkus yxhAa muds ikl
tks d`f"k ;ksX; Hkwfe gS mlesa tSfod
[kkn Mkydj [ksrh dks Hkh mUur dj
jgs gSaA blds lkFk&lkFk ,dy
fo|ky; esa lefiZr Hkko ls vkpk;Z
dh Hkwfedk esa jgrs gSaA

xkSjo xkFkk

csjkstxkjh xk¡o dh ewy leL;k
gSA jkstxkj ikus ds fy, xk¡o ds
;qod [kkldj “kgjksa dh vksj
iyk;u dj tkrs gSa] ftlls xk¡o dh
“kfDr dk ál gksrk gSA gekjk ns”k
,d d`f"k iz/kku ns”k gS ftldh
igpku xk¡o gh gSa vkSj ;gh Hkkjr dh
okLrfodrk gSA ,dy fo|ky;
vfHk;ku ;gh okLrfod Hkkjr ds
iqu:RFkku gsrq dk;Zjr gSA blfy,
izR;sd xk¡o dk izR;sd ifjokj dk
lnL; LokoyEch cusA rkfd ml
xk¡o esa ,dy fo|ky; vfHk;ku xk¡o

,dy vkpk;Z Jh cyjke ds bl
izdkj ds iz;ksx dks ns[kdj muds
dqN nksLr ,d lewg cukdj dke
djus yxsA lcds lg;ksx ls blls
lacf/kr lkexzh ds foØ; dsUnz gsrw
bUgksaus ,d nqdku [kksy nhA ftlesa
,dy vfHk;ku ds xzke fodkl }kjk
fufeZr lkeku dh fcØh gksrh gSA Jh
cyjke us bruk gh ugha cfYd blls
,d dne vkSj vkxs c<+dj ns”kh
xk; [kjhn yhA bl xk; ds ek/;e
ls xksew= ls vdZ] dhV fu;a=d vkfn
dk vius xk¡o esa gh ,d vPNk
Lojkstxkj fuekZ.k fd;k tk ldrk
gS] ftlls jkstxkj ds fy, viuk
xk¡o NksM+dj ckgj tkus dh
vko”;drk ugha gSA mls bl ckr
dk xoZ gS fd vxj dksbZ Hkh dke dh
“kq:vkr djuh gks rks Lo;a ds iz;ksx
ls “kq: djuk pkfg,A tc Lo;a ls
iz;ksx ugha gksxk rks og nwljs dks D;k
crk ik;saxsA ,dy vkpk;Z Jh
cyjke vkt flQZ ,dy fo|ky;
vfHk;ku ds gh izf”k{kd ugha gS cfYd
og vius xk¡o ds loZkaxh.k fodkl ds
vkpk;Z cu x;s gSaA
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Standing Tall

Like any other girl of 16, Naseema
Hurzuk was a playful, vivacious girl who
loved to dance, until the day she hurt
her back while playing Kabaddi, and
lost control and feeling in her legs and
the entire lower body. Every single day
of the next five years weighed on
Naseema as she became dependant
on her family for each little chore. Bur
her life changed when she travelled to
Bangalore for a working organised by

er of
k fo u n d has
u
z
r
u
H
N a s e e m a e Handicapped', rless
chee
of th
'Helpers ray of hope to the hysicallyp
a
brought nearly 11,000 n r u r a l
i
lives of g e d p e o p l e aplegia at
r
n
a
e
p
l
k by
r
chal
d to he
tra. Struc
Maharash of 16 and boun ema has
e
the age ever since, Nas o f s e lf ir
a
s
h
e
c
l
v
e
r
e
e
wh
es
which she
s t ib le r
in e x h a u e and self-reliance ho have
w
confidenc to the disabled life.
l'
s
a
t
i
m
transm d hope of a 'nor
abandone

Babu Kaka, a former Dewan of
Kolhapur, himself a paraplegic. “Until
that time I had not seen a handicapped
person laughing. I realized that a
disabled person can live for oneself as
well as for others” recalls Naseema as
she teaches a little girl to use her poliostruck right leg. For Naseema, whose
life was defined by her dependence on
others, playing games and winning
medals while still strapped to her
wheelchair was a life-transforming
experience. She had won back her
smile and laughter and she was
determined to share it with others.
For a few years she worked with
several social agencies before
launching her own organisation,
Helpers of the Handicapped (HoH) in
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1982. She shares what prompted her to
set up Hoh: “In cities and towns one still
can find some institutions that care for
the handicapped. Bur in the villages,
there are absolutely no facilities...
Another thing noticed was that in the
well-to-do or rich families, the

They have a gas agency and
cooperative credit society (Handy help
Nagari Sahakari Pat-Sanstha Maryadit)
which generate income and
employment for some of the disabled.
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handicapped can still look for succour
from parents of siblings, as in my case
but they close their eyes to poorer
people suffering a similar fate.”
Over the years, Naseema
collected and spent millions of rupees
to provide medical aid, surgical
operations, aids, appliances and
equipments for thousand of boys and
girls. What is most remarkable about
her projects is that she has tried to
make each of them self-sufficient. At the
vocational training centre of
Kadamwadi in Kolhapur, handicapped
people are trained to produce and
market various appliances like crutches
and wheelchairs. HoH owns 12 acres of
land in Swapna Nagari where
foodgrains and vegetables are grown
for the market as well as consumption in
the HoH's various hostels and schools.

Each and every branch of these
projects, including farming, marketing
of the produce and construction activity
is carried out and managed by the
disabled themselves!

Her work and her incredible
optimism have brought Naseema
public recognition. Her autobiography
in Marathi has been translated into
English and published in early 2005
titled Naseema- The incredible story.
Maos Unidas, a Spanish organisation
has offered to support another hostel
for 50 students. The first one was built
on a 2-acre plot allotted by the
government. Naseema was honoured
with Mauli Anand Puraskar by
the Maharashtra Government, and
received the Cavin Kare Ability Award
for Eminence for the year 2003.
Courtesy:
Pehal: Pioneering Personalities
by Laxmi Narayan Goel

September-October, 2012

