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If you believe in
supporting community services,

Think
Ekal!
Ekal is the biggest voluntary
organization in the country working in
rural areas, and promoting village
development programmes which
include literacy, healthcare, economic
development and capacity building.
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Ekal has its presence in more
than 36,000 villages and aims to reach
one lac of villages by 2013.

When you support Ekal
Movement, you are empowering rural
Bharat for a true change.
At Ekal your every rupee
counts and ninety percent of your
funding goes to the cause in shaping
better future of the marginalized
people. And a meager ten percent is
utilized on administration.
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National Support Organisations
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Gifting
for social cause!

Gifting subscription of Ekal Prayas, to someone close to you,

means supporting a social cause.

Yes, I would like to gift subscription of Ekal Prayas, for one year, for six issues, at

150/- to:
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Mobile : .......................................................... E-mail : ..................................................................................
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Cheque No. :............................ Dated : ........................ Bank : .....................................................................
for

........................ /-, favoring 'Ekal Sansthan'.
Note : Each copy of Ekal Prayas costs
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Kindly mail the filled-in form along with the remittance to :
Ekal Sansthan, I st Floor, 8 Local Shopping Complex, Okhla-II, New Delhi-110 020. Phone: 4050 3331.
Signature:…………………...................... Date:..........................
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Awake, Arise and Achieve
fiz; ikBd]
,dy vfHk;ku fiNys 24 o"kksZa ls ouokfl;ksa vkSj vfr fiNM+s yksxksa ds
chp lQyrkiwoZd dk;Z dj jgk gSA f'k{kk vkUnksyu ls 'kq: gqvk ;g
vfHk;ku vc ns'k esa lEiw.kZ xzkeksUufr dk i;kZ;okph gks x;k gS] vkSj ns'k ds xzkeh.k {ks=ksa esa jgus
okys yksxksa ds chp viuh egRoiw.kZ igpku cukus esa lQy gqvk gSA
,dy vfHk;ku dh lQyrk vkSj çHkko dk ,d oSKkfud v/;;u ¼LVMh½ VkVk /kku
,dsMeh] enwjS] }kjk 8 çns'kksa esa fd;k x;kA bldh laf{kIr fjiksVZ izkså Mh-oh- 'ks"kkæh] tks ns'k ds
vfr çfrf"Br Hkkjrh; çca/ku laLFkku] cSxywj esa çksQslj gS] us ,dy ç;kl ds bl vad ds fy,
dyec) fd;k gSA Mk- 'ks"kkæh bl v/;;u ¼LVMh½ esa 'kq# ls gh VkVk /kku ,dsMeh ds lkFk tqM+s
FksA ;g fjiksVZ ,dy vfHk;ku ds lkekftd çHkko ,oa ljdkj }kjk bu {ks=kas esa fd;s tk jgs
ç;klksa dks ,dy vfHk;ku us dSls lg;ksx çnku fd;k gS bl ckr dk vR;ar thoar mnkgj.k
gSA ftu {ks=ksa esa ,dy vfHk;ku dk dke gks jgk gSa ogka cPpksa dk Ldwy ls Mªki vkmV de gks
x;k gSA bu bykdksa esa vU; çdkj ds lkekftd xq.k] tSls 'kjkc ls eqfä] i;kZoj.k ds çfr
T+;knk tkx:drk vkfn Hkh ns[kus dks feyh gSA dqN LFkkuksa ij vfHk;ku esa dfe;ak Hkh ut+j
vk;h gS]a ftls vkRe eaFku }kjk nwj dj ,dy vius dk;ZØeksa dks vkSj çHkkoh cukus esa l{ke
gksxkA Hkfo"; esa bl rjg dk v/;;u lHkh izns'kksa esa gks vkSj ,slk Øe cuk jgs] blds fy,
laxBu dk ç;kljr jgsxkA
bl fo'ks"k ys[k ds vykok bl vad esa ,dy laLFkku }kjk vk;ksftr ys[k
çfr;ksfxrk esa f}rh; LFkku çkIr iqjLd`r ys[k dks Hkh ikBdksa ds fy, izLrqr
fd;k x;k gSaA

Editorial Coordinator
Harsh Malik

bl if=dk dh mi;ksfxrk rFkk ikBd c<+kus ds fy, vki lc
yksxksa ds lq>koksa dk ge Lokxr djsaxs rFkk mlds vuq:i
vko';d ifjorZu djus dk ç;kl Hkh djsaxsA
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It is heartening to know that there
are people who want to do their best in
strengthening tribals within their
system, instead of rooting them out
from their system of livelihood into
abject poverty. My best wishes to Ekal
Movement.
Dr. Geeta Singh,
New Delhi

Opinion

Thanks for your efforts and issue
on the National Seminar organized by
Ekal.
Education is directly linked with
poverty eradication and comprehensive development leading to
empowerment. Whatever the efforts,
initiatives, publicity on investments are
there to eradicate poverty vis-à-vis to
achieve development, all may go in vain
if there is no pro-people and effective
education system.
But the question is, what is
empowerment? The contemporary
meaning of empowerment is total
development of a community, their
control on resources and freedom to
take their decisions. So, tribal and rural
empowerment does not only wipe out
urban discrimination, it is an index of
total national development.
Pravin Kumar,
Lawyer & Social Activist, Delhi
Thanks for your issues on Rural
Education & Education for Empowerment. There are pressing and
longstanding problems for rural
education, along with others:
infrastructure neglect in schools, low
pay for teachers, drop-out rates,
absenteeism, and the enormous influx
of student population moving to urban
areas. In contrast, interest in rural
education, let alone researchers to
understand and address its challenges,
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has been nearly non-existent but for a
few visionaries who often felt like lone
and neglected voices.
I think state should assume full
responsibility for provision of schooling
in rural and remote areas. The state
should, where necessary, provide
transport to schools and establish rights
to cross private land to ensure effective
access to schooling.
The physical and service
infrastructure of rural schools needs to
be provided or upgraded to ensure
minimum standards, for example,
provisions of water, toilets, electricity,
library books, office equipment, sports
facility etc.
The work of voluntary sector, which
specializes in developing, learning
material and teaching aids relevant to
rural communities, should be
encouraged with assistance of
teachers and local community workers.
Wherever possible, schools
should operate, as Community
Learning Centers with a range of after
school activities linked to social,
educational, health and recreational
needs of the community, linked to rural
development projects.
Housing, access to transport, and
perhaps other incentives need to be
provided to retain and attract effective
teachers in rural schools.
We must strengthen the case for a
stronger education system and hope
governments take drastic policy
initiatives to improve rural education
system, otherwise inequalities are
going to be widespread and nation's
basic capabilities will remain under
duress.
Ms. Avneet Kaur,
School Teacher, Mumbai

f”k{kk ds ek/;e ls ouoklh vkSj
xzkeh.k Hkkjr dk l”kDrhdj.k vkt
,d dksjh dYiuk ugha jg x;k gSA
ysfdu bls lkdkj djus esa
jktuhfrd o lkekftd bPNk”kfDr
dh xaHkhj t+:jr gSA ,d rjQ tgka
jktuhfrd “kfDr gesa lk/kuksa dh
miyC/krk djok;sxh] ogha lkekftd
”kfDr bl lius dks t+ehuh Lrj ij
izHkkoh <ax ls iwjk djus esa lgk;d
fl) gksxhA
,dy laLFkku }kjk vk;ksftr
bl fo"k; ij lsfeukj bl fn”kk esa
,d ljkguh; dne gS rFkk mEehn
djuh pkfg, fd bldk ykHk lekt
ds fiNM+s oxZ ds l”kDrhdj.k esa
feysxkA
pUnj izlkn catkjs]
lkekftd dk;ZdrkZ] ubZ fnYyh
,dy iz;kl ds izFke vad ls gh
eq>s bls i<+us dk lkSHkkX; feykA
blesa xzkeh.k vkSj fiNM+s {ks=ksa esa
,dy ds O;kid dk;ZØeksa ds
vfrfjDr nwljh Lo;alsoh laLFkkvksa
,oa O;olk;h laLFkkvksa ds CSR
dk;ZØeksa ds ckjs esa egRoiw.kZ
tkudkjh feyh tks dkQh
izjs.kknk;d gSaA vki bu nksuksa fo"k;ksa
dks izR;sd vad esa izdkf'kr djus dk
iz;kl djsaA
lanhi dqekj]
ubZ fnYyh
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Role of

Extension
Education
in TRIBAL
DEVELOPMENT
Extension Education is a kind of
non-formal education, which aims at
bringing socio-economic development in rural India. Extension is
fundamentally a system of out-ofschool education for adults and youths
alike. It is a system in which people are
motivated through a proper approach to
help them by applying science in their
daily lives, in farming, homemaking and
community living. Extension Education
as the means of knowledge and cultural
transmission are very essential to
mankind for sustainable development
especially in tribal context, 40 percent
of tribal people still are illiterate
(Source: 55th NSS survey).

The importance of Extension
Education in the context of tribal
development lies in the fact that most of
the tribal people depend on traditional
farming for their sustenance and the
subject Extension Education in Indian
context mainly confined to Agriculture
sector. So, policy makers should focus
on providing skill oriented Extension
Education to tribal youth rather than
only formal education. A proper
integration of elementary education
and Extension Education is needed to
get the synergistic effect of education
and to empower the tribal people.
Socio-Cultural
context of Tribal People
The tribal people, who constitute
above 8.6% of the total population of
the country as per census 2001, are
known as the oldest ethnic group
because of their distinct socio-cultural
patterns. There are about 427 tribal
communities scattered all
over the country. The
largest groups come from
the Gonds, Santhals,
Bhils, Oraons, Hols,
Mundas, Boro - Kacharis,
Bhotias, Tharus,
Kharwars, Jaunsaries
and the Nagas
concentrated in the states
of Assam, Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa,
Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Tripura, Maharashtra, Manipur,
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Uttar
Pradesh, Nagaland and West Bengal.
The tribes in India live in the
different climatic zones and their
livelihood systems, traditions and
customs vary from one tribe to another,
even though they live in close harmony
with nature and ecology. In fact, the
condition of tribal in post-independent
India has worsened. They are

predominantly living in rural areas,
mostly in forests and mountains. A large
segment of their population lives below
the poverty line and suffers from
a high infant mortality rate, severe
malnutrition, various communicable
diseases, lower literacy rates and an
extremely slow pace of development.
Under-development, coupled with lack
of access to proper administration and
judicial machinery in tribal areas further
increases their deprivation. They suffer
from geographical and cultural
exclusion, voicelessness and
choicelessness. The distinctness of the
tribal situation necessitated a separate
policy and administration framework to
administer development in their areas.
Though the welfare and development of
tribal have been given a very high
priority right from the beginning of the
first five-year plan, it remains the most
backward ethnic group in our country.

Award Winning Essay

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

Educational Context of
Tribal Community
Education as a means of
advancement of capacity, well-being
and opportunity is uncontested, and
more so among communities on the
periphery. Marked improvements in
access to, and to some extent in quality
of, primary education in tribal areas
have lately been witnessed stemming
from government and non-government
initiatives. However, the number of out-
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play in the process of development.
This education, which is a lifelong
process, is required to preserve human
dignity and stimulate creativity among
individuals which in turn brings
development in their livelihood in
various ways:

11. Extension agent (facilitators) plays
the role of facilitator by providing
them different relevant market
information, scientific information,
providing linkage with different
market and different advisory
services in their day-to-day living.

1. By providing training to develop
skills in the areas of agriculture,
animal husbandry, food processing,
food preservation, soil science,
sewing and knitting, forestry and
fishery.

12. Extension agent also helps in
developing co-operative groups
and different community
organizations by pooling their
limited resources in order to have
collective gain and broad based
development of the society.

2. Playing crucial role in the
development process in tribal
areas by developing different
entrepreneurship activities
especially among women through
different SHG programmes.
3. Helping the tribal people in taking
appropriate management
decisions.
4. Stimulating the intellect of tribal
youth in order to enable them to
reach their highest potential.
5. Making the tribal people selfdependent by providing a broad
spectrum of technical education
through access to many modern
technologies.
6. It also develops new opportunities
in the rural economy through local
support.
7. It helps in developing individual selfconfidence and self-respect among
tribal youth including both males
and females.
8. It also strives for developing
leadership quality among the tribal
people.
9. It also tries to bring down the gender
disparity in tribal areas.
10. In rural areas it works for overall
empowerment of local people.

13. Finally, Extension Education
changes the attitude, perception,
and value system of the tribal
people, which is very much needed
to integrate them with the modern
scientific community. This is due to
the fact that human behavior does
not change unless there is a change
in their attitude and value system.
So, change in attitudes and value
system is a pre-condition to change
their behaviour.
Conclusion
While summing up, it may be
added that even after so many
developmental efforts in different
successive plans, the condition of tribal
remain almost the same. Moreover,
their condition is worsened due to
private property dealers making
inroads, and due to conversion of tribal
land into agricultural land for cultivation
to meet our demands of national food

security. What we need is to
recognize their backwardness in the
context of health, education, wealth, etc
and formulate an integrated policy
including both elementary and adult or
Extension Education. Studies (Rai,
2010) indicate that, in comparison to
other groups, hunters and farmers
possess a high level of visual and
tactual differentiation; they
demonstrate capacity for fine judgment
of shape and size of stimuli as well as
spatial relations; and they produce fine
categorization of an array of objects.
These abilities are required for success
in science, arts, dance and athletic
activities, and vocations like farming,
carpentry, tailoring, wood and stone
crafts. These skills need to be utilized
not only for education of tribal children
in schools, but also in broader
economic sphere of tribal life.
Therefore, the strategies of extension
education pointed above will be very
helpful in generating and promoting
self-efficacy, self-image, development
and empowerment of tribal people.
Sujit Sarkar and Nintu Mandal
Indian Agricultural Research Institute,
New Delhi
(Excerpts from the essay that won the second prize in the
national essay competition organized by Ekal Sansthan
in January, 2012.)
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DHAN
Foundation
DHAN Foundation is an NGO,
founded in 1997. It implements
poverty reduction programmes in
12 states in India through microfinance, tank-fed agriculture
development, rain-fed agriculture
development, coastal
conservation and livelihoods,
democratising Panchayat Raj
Institutions, ICT for poor and
development management
education. There are six core
values that guide the DHAN's
development activities,
grassroots action, enabling,
collaboration, innovation,
excellence and self regulation.
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Ekal Vidyalaya (EV) is a beacon of
hope to the next generation, says a
social impact study of Ekal Vidyalaya
Movement conducted in the tribal and
rural areas of eight states in the
country - Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnarnataka, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and
Madhya Pradesh - by Tata Dhan
Academy in association with Professor
D V R Seshadri of Indian Institute of
Management, Bangalore.

children, the discipline they manifested,
the neatness with which they dressed
(despite having very modest clothes),
and most importantly the hope that was
witnessed in the children.
With fast pace of growth in India,
people are moving away from their
customs and traditional values, as seen
from increasing individualism and
materialism. Ekal consequently seeks
to impart value education to children

Social Impact of
Ekal Movement

Tata-Dhan Academy is a
development management school
promoted by DHAN Foundation in
collaboration with Ratan Tata Trust
in 2001.
The Social Impact Study of
Ekal Vidyalayas was an
immensely challenging project
u n d e r t a k e n b y Ta t a - D h a n
Academy, and was also an
opportunity for Ta ta-Dhan
Academy to understand the
depth and breadth of the Ekal's
activities in the country, particularly
in the study states - Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharastra,
Bihar and Orissa.
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The objective of the study was to
assess the effectiveness of Ekal's
contribution to literacy, and in
empowering people living in the villages
in these eight states.
Ekal contributes through two
primary modes of education. The first is
functional education, and the second is
development education covering
healthcare, economic, environment
and empowerment education.
The outcome of the study is based
on the conduct and behavior of the

studying in EV schools. The effect is
also expected to rub off on parents and
larger village communities through their
children.
Functional Education, for the
children aged between 6 to 14 years, is
given special priority in the Ekal
Movement by aligning with the Sanskar
(value) education, which covers
respecting elders, maintaining
punctuality, personal hygiene, sitting
straight posture during prayers etc.
Other forms of value education

May-June, 2012
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included learning national anthem,
leaving footwear outside as children
enter schools, patriotic songs,
touching parent's feet (to get
blessings), participating in bhajans
(singing devotional songs in groups),
and participating in prayers, etc.
Reading, writing and arithmetic
skills, popularly known as 3 R's of EV,
were found to have improved
significantly among children. It resulted
into students picking-up concepts very
quickly, increased comprehension,
enhanced memory power, and better
general knowledge. Students were
taught about India's rich heritage,
culture and philosophy through short
stories. And development of extracurricular skills is done through
participating in various competitions
organized by EKAL, formal schools and
by others.
Performance in various subjects
as well as discipline of the EV children
improved considerably compared to
non-Ekal villages. Parents of EV
children as well as the community found
perceptible improvement in discipline of
EV children. Attendance of children in
EV schools and formal schools
increased in Ekal villages. EV teacher
was found to be the most important
motivating and reinforcing person to
enhance learning of formal subjects.
Ekal Teachers
Backbone of the Ekal Initiatives
The success mantra of Ekal
programmes lies with the Ekal support
system and selecting teachers form the
same area by involving local
communities. With the teacher's
participation people become the main
stakeholder and make every sincere
effort to make the Ekal Movement both
a success and socially sustainable that
impacts their lives.

May-June, 2012

EV teachers help in identifying and
shaping individual talents such as
drawing, singing, elocution, yoga,
games, moral and value education,
science, and social awareness.
In addition to imparting education,
EV teachers are provided with a
medical kit. The EV teacher tries to
extend first aid services, mostly
preventive care, to the village
communities, resulting in increased
number of families who have benefited
from the medical kit and resulted in
increased health seeking behavior
among villagers.
Strengthening Ekal
Every single initiative of Ekal
Movement gets converged at village
level and it is highly dependent on the
support of the EV teacher who is not the
full time staff. Hence the efficacy of
healthcare, economic, environment
and empowerment initiatives depends
on the motivation of individual EV
teachers and their motivation levels.
Simultaneously, Ekal should focus on
the capacity building of the EV teachers
and the volunteers at various levels
particularly on activities such as
healthcare, economic, environment

and empowerment education.
The gram samitis and the subcommittees meant for specific
functional areas have to be promoted
and should be made to assume their
roles and responsibilities. Their
improved functioning will go a long way
in implementing the healthcare,
economic, environment and
empowerment education initiatives of
Ekal.
Key findings of three states - Tamil
Nadu, Karnatka and Andhra Pradesh
out of the eight states where social
impact study was conducted:
Tamil Nadu
The study covered 52 villages in
seven out of 30 districts of the state
namely Cuddalore, Dindigul,
Nagapattinam, Ramanathapuram,
Salem, Tirunelveli and Tuticorin.
In the year 2010-11 Ekal
Vidyalayas enrolled 1296 students at
an average 25 students each. A total of
56 percent of the students were girls,
which is greater than the percentage
(44 per cent) of the boys. Parents were
found to be sending their girl children to
EVs both in tribal and rural areas.
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However, their dropout rates were
2.35 percent, which is less than
2.96 percent for the boys. The
average dropout rate for both is
only 2.62 percent. EV teachers facilitated enrolment of 44 students
in formal schools.

brushing teeth, cutting nails, etc.
36.17 % of key informants responded
that health-seeking behaviour of the
villagers in the Ekal operational areas
has increased. A total of 88 per cent
Ekal villages were found possessing
medical kits.

67.4 % of key respondents noticed
increase in attendance of children in
formal schools, and this was
attributable to the work of Ekal. 70 % of
key respondents noticed better
discipline among the EV children
(includes attendance, performance in
EV subjects and formal school
subjects, etc.). Parents and EV
teachers have also corroborated this.

In tribal villages, the focus of a few
EV teachers was on increasing the
awareness for tree plantation.
Three EV teachers (out of the 52
EV teachers surveyed) mobilized
people of the village to come together
for taking up common initiatives such as
cleaning of their village premises,
village temple etc. They had organized
Villaku (lamp) pooja in the temple to
bring people together,
breaking up the barriers
between them.
Karnataka

The EVs in Tamil Nadu seems to
have put considerable efforts in terms
of children enrolment in EVs and in
formal schools. They have enrolled
substantially higher number of girl child
in both the tribal and rural villages,
demonstrating heightened awareness
on the importance of girl child education
in the Ekal operating villages.
EV children used toilets, bathed
regularly, washed hands before meals
and cleaned mouth after meals,
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58 villages of
Karnataka were covered
under this study, which
are spread in eight out of
29 districts of Karnataka.
These eight districts are
Belgaum, Bellary, Bidar,
Chamrajnagar,
Gulbarga, Koppal,
Mysore and Uttar
Kannada. 83 % of EV
teachers are female,
mostly in the age group of
18 to 35 years. A total of
88 % of them have education of higher
secondary / matriculation or higher.
Total number of students enrolled
in EVs during 2010 - 11 was 1406 and
average student strength was 24 per
EV. The enrolment of girls (756) was
higher than that of boys (650). This was
true in both tribal and rural Ekal villages.
Dropouts in the same year was 52 (3.7
%) - (Boys: 3.85 % and girls 3.57 %) in
rural villages. Dropout rate of boys is
higher than that of girls in the tribal

villages, where the percentage was
respectively 21% and 12%. The
enrolments of out of school children in
government schools, facilitated by EV
teachers were 24. Teachers teaching
various subjects regularly varied from
40% to 48%. Less than 50% of both
male and female teachers facilitate
formal school subjects.Teachers
teaching different formal school
subjects: varied from 39 % to 45 %.
67% of key informants said that EV
teachers taught subjects that were not
covered in formal schools. 70-91 % of
EV teachers impart different types of
moral and value education.
An overwhelming majority (141 out
of 173 surveyed, or 81.4%) of key
respondents said that attendance in
EVs increased. Likewise, 135 out of
174 key respondents surveyed (i.e.,
77.5%) felt that attendance in formal
schools improved as a consequence of
EV initiative. There was no comparable
data in the non-Ekal villages.
100% EV teachers in tribal villages
and 81% in rural villages were found to
have medical kits. Average number of
families benefited through the
healthcare services facilitated by EVs
per Ekal village in tribal villages was 23
and in rural villages, it was 26.
The practice of economic activities
such as organic farming and kitchen
garden was not common in non-Ekal
villages, as most people (between 6080%) were unaware of such activities.
Hence the situation in Ekal villages
was relatively better than in non-Ekal
villages.
Only 38% of key informants felt
that there was an increase in
awareness of various development
programs in their village. Thus only a
relatively small percentage of villagers
in Ekal villages had some awareness of
development initiatives. Even this was
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20%. 76.59% of key respondents were
well aware of Ekal's role in helping
students in formal school subjects.
24.47% of key respondents were aware
of Ekal's role in teaching subjects,
which are not covered in formal school
(such as general knowledge, discipline,
moral values, patriotism and satsang.)

due to their involvement with Self Help
Groups (SHGs), which was essentially
outside the scope of Ekal.
Andhra Pradesh
The state has 23 districts, of which
12 were used for the survey. These
twelve districts include: Anantapur,
Chitoor, East Godavari, Khammam,
Krishna, Kurnool. Mahabubnagar,
Medak, Rangareddy, Srikakulam,
Visakhapatnam and Warangal. In
addition, one other district
(Vizianagaram) where Ekal was active.
90% of EV teachers were female,
mostly qualified with/above
matriculation. Total number of students
enrolled in EVs during 2010 11 were
1853 at average student strength of 28
per EV. Girl and boy ratio was 945 (51
%) and 908 (49%) respectively. The
enrolments of children in formal
schools, facilitated by EV teachers
were 104.
Percent of key informants in Ekal
villages who felt that Ekal teachers help
children learn formal school subjects
were 77%. Percent of key informants in
non-Ekal villages who felt that Ekal
teachers help children learn formal
school subjects were 12%. Percent of
key informants in Ekal villages who felt
that Ekal teachers help children learn
subjects not covered by formal schools
was 24%. Percent of key informants in
non-Ekal villages who felt that Ekal
teachers help children learn subjects
not covered by formal schools was

The overall subject performance of
children in EV shows there was an
increase of subject performance
among the children in EVs as
responded by 16.67 percent of key
informants.
The EVs in Andhra Pradesh seems
to have put considerable efforts in
terms of children enrolment in EVs and
in formal schools. 104 out of school
children were enrolled in government
schools based on the encouragement
and motivation provided by EV
teachers.
5.85% of key informants in Ekal
villages responded that health-seeking
behavior of the villagers in the Ekal
operational areas has increased.
53.33% of Tribal EVs and 54% of Rural
EVs were found to have possessed
medical kits provided by Ekal.
A major activity promoted by EV
teachers was vermi-compost. This was
corroborated by 53.33% and 54%
respectively of the EV teachers in tribal
and rural EV villages. EV teachers
motivated vegetable cultivation in tribal
villages. They also motivated tree
plantation in rural villages. Likewise,
bee-keeping activity was also initiated
in some of the villages.
From the study, it was found that
some of the parents of the Ekal children
knew of government programmes such
as MNREGs, DWCRA-SHGs, and
Velugu-SHGs. Over 50% of parents of
Ekal children approached government
officials, such as block officials, bank
officers, school teachers and revenue

officials, for addressing personal
problems. However, they had hesitation
to approach forest officials and police
departments.
It is clear without any ambiguity
that the Ekal movement has deep
meaning, social significance and was
well conceived of by the people at the
helm of affairs who are driving it. They
are people deeply committed to the
cause, not interested in name, fame or
prestige that their roles will bring. Many
of them work very silently on a cause
that they passionately believe in. Their
humility and passion is a lesson for all of
us to learn from.
Prof. D.V.R. Seshadri
IIM, Bangalore

Prof. D.V.R. Seshadri
Prof. D.V.R. Seshadri is a
Faculty member at IIM, Bangalore
with B. Tech. from IIT, Madras, M.S.
from University of California, and is
a Fellow of IIM, Ahmedabad.
He has co-authored three
books: 'Innovation Management,'
with Prof. Shlomo Maital, Sage India
2007; 'Global Risk / Global
Opportunity,' with Prof. Shlomo
Maital, by Sage India, June 2010;
and Indian adaptation of 'Business
Market Management (B2B):
Understanding, Creating and
Delivering Value,' with James
Anderson, James Narus and Das
Narayandas, Pearson Publishing,
June 2010.
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despite having four years of active
association with Ekal.
“I am taking a lot of positive energy
with me. No dilemma has been left now
standing for the cause of Ekal,” said
Sunita.
The younger team comprising of
Saransh, Bhavna, Prem and Anshul
Dave were amazed with the direct
interaction with children, villagers,
teachers and full-timers. Everything
they felt was beyond their imagination.
“EGL is highly educative, inspiring and
informative”, they said, and advocated
EGL for every urban volunteer.
Dr. Yashpal Lakra of USA being welcomed

Global Learning
Ekal Global
2012, Chhatisgarh

Every time I attend EGL meet, my
conviction becomes firmer and
stronger because it provides truly
vibrant interactive platform to recharge
my commitment to Ekal Movement with
new vigor and thrust. I am in complete
agreement with the sentiment of
Dr.Yashpal Lakra of Detroit, USA, who
attended the EGL second time, “I feel
much better with renewed confidence
and faith in India that is Bharat”.
Sri C. Shankar from Dubai, Dr.
Rakesh Gupta, Ms. Ritu Linhart, Sri
Vinod and Smt. Prabha Jhunjhunwala
from US, Sri Saransh from IIT
Bangalore, Dr. Bhavana from Chennai
, Smt. Sunita from Ranchi, Smt.
Pushpa from Kolkatta, Sri J. K. Jhaver,
President, Gromotthan Yojna, Chennai,
Sri Naresh Jain, Sri G. D. Goel, Sri
Darshna, Sri Deepak Jain from BLSP,
Delhi, Sri Anshul Dave from Raipur and
Sri Prem Khurana from Delhi made this
EGL held in Chattisgarh, between
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February 13 -16, 2012, very special
with their inspiring presence and
committed participation.
All members felt deeply for the four
days EGL experience that helped them
in opening their eyes, and broadening
their 'vision' for the Ekal Movement. The
first hand experience enlightened them
about grassroot realities of Indian
villages.
Ritu Linhart who left India at the
tender age of eight for USA said with
great passion, “Ekal got me re-united
and re-connected with India, land of my
heritage. After EGL, I love India more
than ever. So much beauty of heart and
emotions lie here in villages. Lot of
positive vibes, I feel in and around these
Ekal villages of Bastar region. I thank
Ekal and EGL”.
Ms Sunita, Secretary, Ranchi FTS,
confessed to have thoroughly
understood the functioning of Ekal
System during these four days of EGL

Saransh and Anshul both young
engineers were immensely pleased
with the support management system
of Ekal in the Ekal village of Emilipara
and said, “one can't believe unless one
witnesses it”.
“My imagination has got new wings. I
may fly high in the sky with new ventures in
Gramotthan”, expressed Bhavana.
Ritu promised to send at least one
person from each region of EVF USA to
join EGL every year. Why not have two
EGLs in a year, she asked?
Sri Vinod and Prabha Jhunjhunwala from New Jersey were in high
praise, and said, “this certainly is the
most unique experience of our lives. I
have known 'Ekal' quite in detail but
realized now the extent of its depth,
merits, social impact and intrinsic
strength.

Scene of saptahik pathshala for villagers
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Sri C. Shankar from Dubai
commented that the EGL has been an
extraordinary and enriching learning
experience both about Ekal, and the
dedication of its industrious, pro-active
and cheerful volunteers.

The Anchal Vyavastha Varg
(workshop on finance management
and evaluation) at Jagdalpur resort was
very informative where participants
came to know how reports of MAR and
MWR are generated, compiled and
evaluated.

Sri Deepak Jain of BLSP Delhi was
highly impressed by the concept of
Ekal, and its functional properties and
support mechanism at the ground level.
“I will do utmost for Ekal” President,
BLSP, North Chapter promised.”

Hari Katha and Rath Ayojan lifted
the atmosphere so high with devotion;
that people irrespective of their age and
status danced and danced forgetting
everything around them. Here it was a
rare blend of culture, heritage and
spirituality in abundance!

EGL in three areas
Kanker, Jagdhalpur and Dhamtari
in Bastar Region
EGL team, as per the programme,
visited Ekal Schools and Teachers'
Training at Lamdaguda. Also enjoyed
sports competition at Sadgud
(Upsanch) and Saptahik Pathshala at
Ramphal Dhamtari Anchal Centre. At
every place, every project had its own
concept, meaning and significance
especially Saptahik Pathshala of Vermi
Compost was extremely interesting and
knowledgeable. Teachers' Abhyas Varg
(training) was very observing, and
dedication among lady teachers
touched everyone's heart.
Samiti members of Anchal, Sankul
and Sanch centers were present in full
strength to welcome EGL members and
felt very impressed and inspired to meet
them.

EGL meet always helps answering
many questions and resolves many
doubts, which normally our donors,
supporters and urban volunteers carry.
Gramotthan presentation by Sri J K
Jhaver added a new flavor to make the
EGL very special.
All the participants applauded and
appreciated the support and guidance
of Sri Kamal Sarda, President, Sri B.P.
Jalan, and Sri Anil Daga of FTS, Raipur.
The credit of this unforgettable
historic success story of 'Knowledge
Journey' goes to the team EGL lead by
Dr. Satheesh, Prof. Manjushree and Sri
Bhubaneshwar Sahu for their
immaculate planning, execution and
proactive approach to push the sprit of
EGL to a new high.
Prof. Manjushree
National Nagar Sangathan Prabhari,
Ekal Abhiyan

The 'EGL Memories
The 'EGL was an
extraordinary, enriching
'learning experience'.
A few thoughts - what we
got and experienced in the
four days of togetherness
Love for the nation and
devotion to the cause
Dedication and affection of
the villagers, children and
volunteers.
Culture, heritage and
spirituality in abundance
Satsangh and its unfailing
powers
Positive social impact of the
working of 'Ekal' at the
grassroots level
Good organization ability
High standard of hygiene
Sharing knowledge, wisdom
and experience of Ekal and
life in learning.
Let us join together in this
'wonderful movement'.
Let us accept all challenges
and move forward to reach
our goal of reaching 100,000
villages in the coming years.
Together we can make a
difference. We can. We
should. And we will.
Shankar C
Ekal Coordinator, Dubai

Ms. Ritu Linhart of USA with villagers baby
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foxr 6 ekg esa iwohZ {ks= ds pkj
pSIVlZ & jk;iqj] jkaph] Hkqous”oj ,oa
dksydkrk ds izokl ds nkSjku ,dy
vfHk;ku dh fofo/k xfrfof/k;ksa dk
voyksdu vkSj leh{kk ouca/kq ifj"kn
iwohZ {ks= ds v/;{k Jh Hkxorh izlkn
tkyku us dhA bu pSIVlZ ds izokl
dk fooj.k vkSj vuqHko dFku] la{ksi
esa izLrqr gSA
jk;iqj pSIVj&,dy Xykscy
yfuZax% cLrj izokl
Qjojh ds nwljs lIrkg esa ,dy
Xykscy yfuZax ¼fooj.k vyx ls
fn;k x;k gSA½ dk;Zdze ds rgr
ns”k&fons”k ls i/kkjs vfrfFk;ksa
ds lkFk rhu fnolh; cLrj
izokl ;knxkj vkSj mYys[kuh;
jgkA jk;iqj pSIVj ds v/;{k
Jh dey 'kkjMk ds izseiw.kZ HkO;
vkfrF; lRdkj] pSIVj ds vU;
inkf/kdkfj;ksa dh lfØ;rk vkSj
cLrj ds izkd`frd lkSUn;Z dh
eueksgd NVk us vfrfFk;ksa dk
eu eksg fy;kA
txnyiqj pSIVj dk xBu
cLrj iozkl dh ,d cMh+ miyfC/k
;g jgh fd jk;ijq pISVj ds v/;{k
Jh dey 'kkjMk dh mifLFkfr eas
txnyijq ds iez[qk O;olkf;;kas dh
,d vko”;d cBSd vk;kfstr dh xbZ
vkjS bleas txnyijq dks Lor=
a pISVj
cukus ij lgefr O;Dr dh xbAZ
txnyijq ds pISVj cuus ls ogka dk;kZs
eas dlkoV rks vk,xh gh vkjS ogka ds
T;knk ls T;knk ykx
s kas dh Hkkxhnkjh Hkh
c<x
s+ hA
cSBd esa gh txnyiqj ds
izfrf"Br O;olk;h Jh “;ke lksekuh
dks v/;{k dk nkf;Ro lkSaik x;k
txnyiqj pSIVj esa cLrj ds rhu
vapy & txnyiqj] dkWdsj vkSj
narsokM+k “kkfey fd;s tk,axsA ;gka
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;g mYys[k djuk t:jh gS fd
foxr o"kksZ esa txnyiqj {ks= esa
O;kikfjd vkSj vkSn~;ksfxd fodkl
rsth ls gqvk gS vkSj bldk ykHk
vFkZlaxzg esa txnyiqj pSIVj dks
feysxk vkSj vkRefuHkZj pSIVj lkfcr
gksxkA
narsokM+k vapy ¼fo'ks"k rF;½
Jh dey 'kkjMk ds usr`Ro eas
NRrhlx<+ esa uDly leL;k ls
lokZf/kd izHkkfor narsokM+k vapy es
a,dy vfHk;ku dh LFkkuh;

iwohZ {ks= ds
pSIVlZ dh
xfrfof/k;ka
ifjfLFkfr;ksa dh leh{kk dh x;hA
vk”kk gS txnyiqj pSIVj ds xBu ls
LFkkuh; yksxksa dh T;knk Hkkxhnkjh
gksxhA
ou;k=k% uxjh lap ds nks ouxzke
tuojh esa jk;iqj pSIVj ds
uokikjk&jkfte vapy ds uxjh lap
ds nks ouxzkeksa dh ,d vHkwriwoZ
ou;k=k lEiUu gqbZA esjs vykok
ou;k=k izHkkjh Jh vfuy Mkxk vkSj
Hkkjh la[;k esa LFkkuh; ukxfjd
lifjokj lfEefyr gq,A
jkaph pSIVj
gekjs lkFk dksydkrk dh
lkYVysd lfefr ds yxHkx 20
yksxksa us jkaph pSIVj dk izokl fd;kA
bl nks fnolh; izokl esa pSIVj dh
efgyk lfefr dh lfØ;rk

mYys[kuh; jghA izokl ds nkSjku
lHkh us fo|ky; n”kZu vkSj fo"kq.kiqj
izdYi dk voyksdu fd;kA psIVj
ds v/;{k Jh ukjk;.k tkyku izokl
ds vafre pj.k esa lfEefyr gq,A
dksydkrk pSIVj
dksydkrk pSIVj dh efgyk
lfefr ds lkFk jkeiqjgkV ,oa
ckjklkr vapy ds nks fnolh; izokl
ds vUrZxr fo|ky; n”kZu ds vykok
efgyk lfefr }kjk edj ladzkfUr
laxzg ds nkSjku ,df=r dh xbZ oL=
vkfn lkexz h ds lkFk
iw.kZdkfyd dk;ZdrkZvksa vkSj
vkpk;ksZa dks LFkkuh; lfefr ds
inkf/kdkfj;ksa }kjk lEekfur
fd;k x;kA
bl izokl dh mYys[kuh;
miyfC/k ;g jgh fd ,dy
vfHk;ku dh la L dkfjr
xfrfof/k;ka ns[kdj efgyk
lfefr dh lnL;k,a dkQh
izHkkfor gqbZa vkSj mUgksaus
vk”oLr fd;k fd os Hkfo"; esa Hkh
,dy vfHk;ku ds dk;ZØeksa esa
vo”; gh vkuk pkgsaxhA
Hkqous'oj pSIVj
Hkqous”oj pSIVj ds ,d fnolh;
izokl ds nkSjku pSIVj dk;kZy; dk
fujh{k.k fd;kA bl nkSjku LFkkuh;
pSIVj lfefr ,oa efgyk lfefr dh
lnL;kvksa ls ,dy vfHk;ku dh
xfrfof/k;ksa ij ppkZ dhA ;gka dh
efgyk lnL;ksa esa mRlkg vkSj laLFkk
ds izfr fo”ks"k yxko mYys[kuh; gSA
fdlh Hkh laLFkk esa xq.koku
efgykvksa dh lfØ;rk lnSo
fgrdkjh gh jgh gSA Hkqous”oj pSIVj
dh miyfC/k;ksa esa ;gka dh efgyk
lfefr dh fo”ks"k Hkwfedk jgsxh] ,slk
fo”okl gSA
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Chief Guest lighting the lamp

Electrifying Musical Evening
Atlanta, USA
Ekal Vidyalaya's South-East
Region chapter in Atlanta celebrated
reaching of One Million Children
milestone with a musical extravaganza
on March 3, 2012 at the Impact
Conference Hall, and it was a sellout
event attended by over 400 patrons.

Ekal had invited two young rising
singers Samir Date and Dipalee
Somaiya from Mumbai to help them
celebrate the milestone and raise more
funds to continue its mission to
eradicate illiteracy among the children
from rural and tribal India with holistic
empowerment.

Ekal Vidyalaya volunteers
throughout the concert appealed for
generous donations in a way of
pledging for sponsorship of one or more
schools. Each school's sponsorship
was tagged at $365 and they received
pledges for over 50 schools. Sri
Aggarwal gave vote of thanks to the
artists, Ashiana restaurant, volunteers
and supporters

TAMPA BAY CHAPTER OF RAISES $194,000
The Tampa Bay chapter of the Ekal
Vidyalaya Foundation of USA raised
$194,000, enough to fund 530 Ekal
Schools in rural India. Performers Samir
Date and Deepalee Somaiya drew an
audience of over 900 to the India Cultural
Center in Carrollwood, Fla. Contributions
from attendees flowed throughout the
night, as donors pledged to support
schools and in some cases even
matched the donations of others.
“We are very honored by the
generosity and support of the
community,” said Chapter President,
Sri Umesh Choudhry. “With your
support we have schools now in almost
every state of the country”
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The fundraiser, which was cosponsored by the Gujarati Samaj of
Tampa Bay, was part of a national
fundraising effort by Ekal Vidyalaya.
Date and Somaiya are visiting 42 cities
over the course of three months to raise
funds and awareness for the Ekal cause.

Samir and Somaiya performing in the show

Pallavi and Kiran Patel announced
that their group of eight friends which
would match a support of 100 schools
for five years. An anonymous donor
pledged support for 100 schools for five
years which was the biggest single
donation of the night.

The organizers of the event were
the dedicated core of the Tampa Bay
chapter including office bearers
Sri
Umesh Choudhry, Chapter Vice
President Ms. Malti Pandya, Florida
President for Ekal USA, Sri Jawaharlal
Taunk, Florida Vice President, Sri Vijay
Patel, Florida Secretary, Sri Kaushal
Chari and former National President of
Ekal, USA, Sri Chandresh Saraiya.
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Mumbai Annual Day
Sri Dilip Lakhi, an important patron
of the chapter inspired invitees with his
memorable experience and long
association with FTS.

Patrons and members of the chapter

The Mumbai Chapter of FTS
celebrated its 14th Annual Day on
March 2, 2012, at Nehru Auditorium.
The programme started with the lighting
of lamp, followed by screening of a
short film on the activities of FTS.
Sri Jitubhai Bhansali, President,
Mumbai chapter welcomed the guests
and Sri Rameshwarlal Kabra, National
Patron, FTS delivered the keynote
address.

Sri Motilal Oswal, Founder and
Chairman, Motilal Oswal Group, was
the Chief Guest and he deeply admired
the noble cause, people involved, and
work done by FTS. Inspired and
impressed with the Ekal Movement, he

Sri Motilal Oswal addressing the audience

Sanch Sammelan Coonnoor, Tamilnadu

Mono act play 'Saahab' by Sri Shekhar Sen

donated one crore rupess for the cause,
which surprised and enthralled many.
The entire gathering clapped and gave
him standing ovation.
Saahab, a mono act play by the
internationally famed artist Sri Shekhar
Sen was staged to commemorate the
occasion, which everyone immensely
enjoyed and appreciated.

Federal Bank
with FTS

Sri Thampy CV, Manager Federal Bank
presenting cheque to Sri Jaya Kumar V, FTS, Kochi

Sanch Sammelan was celebrated
in the third week of January 2012, at
Vinayakar temple, Coonnoor with an
educational awareness rally by Ekal
students wherein more than 400
children, members of Vivekananda
youth group from 14 villages also
participated.
Smt. Poonkudi, Anchal Abhiyan
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Pramukh, led the Deepa Pooja
involving 250 women from different
villages. Ekal students thrilled audience
with their dance performances besides
enacted Thiruvilayadal drama with
much confidence and enthusiasm.
With the prize distribution and vote
of thanks by Smt. Vanaja the
celebration came to an end.

Federal Bank supported Friends
of Tribals Society - 'One Teacher
School', for imparting education to
the rural and tribal children in the
area of Marayoor in Idukki district.
Ekal appreciates benevolent gesture
of the Federal bank.
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Contribution by a Student
Master K. Venkatesh, a student of
11th standard of Bhavans Vidya
Mandhir School, Cochin, has been
donating his prize money to The
Friends of Tribals Society, Cochin
Chapter, for the last three years. This
year, he donated Rs. 2,555/- towards
the sponsorship of Ekal Education to
FIVE children for one year and handed
over the donation to Sri S S Agarwal,
President, FTS, Cochin at the
'Samanvaya Varg' held there in the
month of March.

Master K Vankatesh donating his prize money to Sri S S Agarwal

Kerala Marching Ahead
Kerala seen as 'God's own
Country' but for Ekal it was a hard nut to

crack. The field team faced lots of
hurdles to initiate the Ekal Movement.
Eventually karyakarthas,
sincere efforts prevailed
over every hurdle and till
last year they opened 330
schools. This year they
want 100% growth. They
are also ready with the
road map to reach 2000
Chapter's meet in the progress villages by 2013 -14. The

MOP College Funds drive for FTS
Students of MOP College,
Chennai together with the FTS,
organised a fund raising cultural event
Vaishnav Initiative for Social Help VISH. The programme feast included
singing, dance and fashion show that
featured artists like, Shweta Mohan,
Charulatha, Krishna Iyer, Rajalakshmee and many more.
The theme of this year's
programme was education for the
underprivileged. The show collected an

May-June, 2012

impressive
amount of
Rs. 6 lacs to
develop
Ekal Schools
in the rural interiors of Tamil Nadu.
Around 1200 people came forward to
support the cause, and girls played
predominant role in the drive. College
management also extended a
significant support to write this noble
success story.

funding will also be generated from the
state - Prant Swavalamban.
In the month of March, Kerala had
a well attended Samanvaya Varg.
Members of all the anchal and sankul
samithi promised full cooperation for
swavalamban and membership drive.
And the credit of this success goes to
the dedicated team led by Kum. Kalyani
and Kum.Sujatha.

Inner Wheel Club
Supports FTS
Inner Wheel Club of Coimbatore
adopts Ekal Vidyalaya again. It is one of
the premier Women's clubs in
Coimbatore. Smt. Kishore A Shah,
President, Inner Wheel Club,
Coimbatore handed over the cheque to
Smt. Taramani Chandak, Org.
Secretary, FTS Coimbatore Chapter
during their meeting. Last year also
they had adopted schools and visited
Ekal villages.
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jkalsfp
h
u
e kj
,dy laLFkku jkaph pSIVj
}kjk vkxkeh 6 ebZ] 2012
dks jkaph esa ,d fnolh;
lsfeukj dk vk;kstu fd;k
tk jgk gSA lsfeukj dk
fo"k; gS &f'k{kk ls lekt
ifjorZuA bl fo"k; ij
jk"Vªh; Lrj ij fuca/k
izfr;ksfxrk dk vk;kstu Hkh
fd;k x;k gSA

laxzg] jkeuoeh] Mailer ;kstuk]
ek- Jh ,e- ,y- tSu ¼jk"Vªh;
Birthday,
,oa fofHkUu R;kSgkjksa ds
laj{kd ,oa ,dy fo|ky; vfHk;ku
izHkkjh½] ek- Jh Jhxksiky ifplh;k voljksa ij ,dy fo|ky; ds ckjs esa
¼v/;{k&if”pe Hkkx½ ,oa nsohnhu tkudkjh nsrs gq, /ku laxzg fd;k
iky ¼Hkksiky laHkkx&vf/kdkjh½ dk tk ldrk gSA
Hkksiky izokl gqvkA bl volj ij
la;qDr cSBd nksigj esa
Hkksiky pSIVj }kjk
izkjaHk gqbZ ftlesa
pSIVj dk;Zdkfj.kh
Jh latho vxzoky
lfefr] efgyk lfefr
¼v/;{k&Hkksiky pSIVj½
,oa pSIVj ds nku&
us mifLFkr Jh ,enkrkvksa dh fo”ks"k
,y- tSu] Jh Jhxksiky
cSBd dk vk;kstu
ifplh;k] Jh nsohnhu
fd;k x;kA
lnL;x.k fopkj O;Dr djrs gq, iky] pSIVj dk;Z&
Jherh fdj.k vxozky ¼lfpo dkfj.kh lnL;ksa] efgyk lfefr]
&efgyk lfefr½ ds vkxgz ij Jh ,oa nkunkrkvksa dk Lokxr fd;k
ifplh;k us efgyk lfefr ds dk;kZs ,oa ,oa pSIVj ds ckjs esa laf{kIr
/ku lx
a gz c<k+ us ds ckjs eas lfa{kIr
tkudkjh lHkh mifLFkr cguksa dks nhA tkudkjh nhA
lfpo Jh vt; dqekj NktsM+ us
Jh ifplh;k us crk;k fd Collection
mifLFkr
lHkh vfrfFk;ksa dk vkHkkj
;kt
s uk ds vUrxrZ efgyk lfefr dh
cgukas }kjk losk ik= ;kt
s uk] lØ
a kfr O;ä djrs gq, /kU;okn fn;kA

oucU/kq ifj"kn] t;iqj pSIVj]
efgyk lfefr }kjk fnlEcj esa r`rh;
okf"kZd mRlo euk;k x;k ftlesa
tkxks fgUnqLrkuh dk;ZØe dk
vk;kstu fd;k x;kA
dk;Zdze ds eq[; vfrfFk Jh
vkRekjke xqIrk] pS;jesu] ARG
Group] }kjk nhi izTToyu dj
dk;ZØe dk “kqHkkjEHk fd;k x;kA
oucU/kq ifj"kn ds mik/;{k Jh
fcjsUnz dsfM;k] mik/;{kk ¼efgyk
lfefr½ Jherh izhfr ckgsrh o Jherh
foeyk th /kEekuh ¼v/;{kk] efgyk
lfefr] psUubZ pSIVj½ us frjaxs jax
dk nqiÍk igukdj vfrfFkvkas dk
Lokxr fd;kA
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dk;Zdkfj.kh lnL; nhi izTtofyr djrs gq,

tkxks fgUnqLrkuh dk n`';

tkxks fgUnqLrkuh dk;ZØe esa
ns”k&HkfDr ij vk/kkfjr Loj fuukn
ds laxhr o u`R; us lHkh egkuqHkkoksa
dks ea=&eqX/k dj fn;kA
lfpo Jh iznhi ckgsrh us ifj"kn
dh lHkk,a] ou;k=k,a] lnL;ksa] nku
nkrkvkas ,ao vU; xfrfof/k;ksa ds ckjs
esa tkudkjh nh rFkk dk;ZØe esa vk;s
lHkh vfrfFkx.kksa ls bl egku dk;Z

ls tqM+us dk fuosnu Hkh fd;kA
oucU/kq ifj"kn ds mik/;{k Jh
fcjsUnz dsfM;k us Power Point
Presentation ds ek/;e ls ifj"kn
dh dk;Ziz.kkyh dh tkudkjh nhA
dk;ZØe esa vk;s lHkh vfrfFk&
x.kksa ,oa dk;ZØe izLrqr djus okys
lnL;ksa dks t;iqj pSIVj }kjk Le`fr
fpà Hkh HksaV Lo:i fn;s x;sA
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THE DAY THAT
Changed

Life

My
Ever since I started going to Ekal
programs seven years ago, I've always
wondered what the schools were like.
Did the kids like them, what did they
learn, and how did they learn. All these
and other questions I had while we were
working out our schedule of how and
who we would meet. How would we be
able to communicate and understand
each other? Dr. Satheesh said not to
worry. “Just as you are curious about
them, they are curious about you… You
will do fine.” He was absolutely right.
We were in Jaipur in the last week of
December when Sri Rameshwar, head
of the Ekal in Rajasthan, came to greet
us. On the drive to Pushkar, we were
all getting to know each other. Sri
Rameshwar explained in
Hindi about the three
villages that we would be
visiting. Soon we were like
old friends, talking about
each other's families, and
backgrounds.
Sisters Forever
After a breath taking
journey of the beautiful
temple and lake, we set off to
see the schools firsthand. We
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turned off the main road and watched
camels and other locals traveling onto a
hard sandy lane no bigger than the
width of our car. We were finally here,
Village of Chamandiya population 500,
our first stop. All three of us were
surprised, amazed, and humbled by the
warm welcome we received. Sri
Rameshwar led us all to the school. To
just call it a one room school does not
do it justice.
To see it in action, to actually step
into the school and experience it
physically was something else entirely.
I walked in the room and over 30
children from the ages of 4-13
stood up and wished us. Their
smiling faces and bright
eyes made us feel like
one big happy family.
We sat down and the
teacher, Acharya
Bindiya Goswami
calls up her
students to
recite prayers
and demonstrate
their knowledge
of Math, English
and Hindi. Each

child, sitting in perfect rows, with their
backs straight were raising their hands,
eager as can be, each wanting to be
called on.
How is it that we have books, desks
and computers in my school, but we are
still not eager to learn while the village
students have almost nothing yet are so
fervent of getting an education?
Simran goes up to the front and starts
singing a counting song. Vinit exudes
enthusiasm and confidence as he
works out a math problem. After about
45 minutes of demonstrations on the
seven curriculums of the Ekal School
the teacher wraps things up.
We took a tour around the village
and watched as Varsha's dad made
paper plates, one of the villages' main
sources of income. Ekal not only
provides education to the kids but has a
village development program. I was
not aware of this so it was really nice to
see. Later, Varsha introduced me to
her mom, who was sorting rose petals
to sell for making various products.
We talked to school teacher Bindiya
who also taught English to the kids. She
and the rest of the village were excited to
have us and grateful for what they have.
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We were on our way out when
Varsha turned to me and said “Sister.”
She hugged me and said in deep voice
“Avni Didi, Thank you for school”. We
got back in the car to visit the next
village but my bond with her will remain
forever.
The Village Entrepreneur
Our experience at the Radha
Swami Dhani village school was
unforgettable. From the warm welcome
of lighting the lamp to school curriculum
demonstrations to kids learning by
playing games, it was heartwarming.
But the most memorable was our visit to
Smt. Geeta Ben's house. She is like an
entrepreneur full of get up and go. We
got a glimpse of a life on the farm. Smt.
Geeta Ben invited us to her home and
took us on a tour of her rose orchard
and peanut farm that supports the
family. She and her joint family raised
buffalo to sell the milk, sold the roses
and peanuts in the city. She wanted the
best for her family and was willing to
work to achieve that. Thanks to Ekal for
having programs that uplift the entire
village, one family at a time.

Guests with the villagers

A Better Life

Evening School
At the third village, the school
gathers in the evening allowing the
children help with the family farm.
Demonstration of recitation of hymns,
Math and Hindi were conducted by the
Students meditating in the class

students. Seema, a beautiful girl, about
a year younger than I, performed
dances. She sung while she swayed to
the beat. Pooja joined the dance too.
One of the ways kids learn in this school
was by doing some act. All the kids
participated in arts and crafts. Two
students presented their craft project to
me as a gift. I was so touched by their
affection. I have proudly displayed the
projects in my room as a reminder of my
Ekal visit.
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Despite our different life style
we all want the same thing, a better
life for ourselves. They dream of
making their families happy and
proud, similar to the kids here. They
love to listen to songs, dance, and
hang out with friends, as do I. Some
of us even like the same subject,
English. Seema, Geeta Ji , Varsha
and I live over 7500 miles away.
Even though we live so far, I think
about them often and the positive
impact we can have on our home
country. We have a fundraiser
coming up in Chicago, Illinois in
April, and I hope to help create
awareness about the many
benefits of supporting Ekal. I hope
to go back and visit my new family,
and my new sister…Varsha.
Avni, Nirmesh and Kruti Patel
EVF USA, Chicago
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I first encountered Ekal Vidyalaya at
an Indian festival at Portland's Pioneer
Courthouse Square in August 2011.
There I met Sri Sreedhar Nair, a
volunteer with Ekal, and mentioned my
plans to visit India, soon. He suggested
that I spend a day while in India visiting
an Ekal School. As plans progressed,
on February 1, 2012, I would be in
Varanasi, a city with many Ekal schools
nearby.
As the visit day approached, I was
put in contact with Dr. N.P. Singh, an
Ekal volunteer who oversees the 270
Ekal schools in the Varanasi area.
Immediately, I could see that the day
would be a bigger one than I was
imagining. Dr. Singh was accompanied
by three others (plus the driver), and we

picked up two more Ekal people on our
way out of town. In addition, I learned
that we were slated to visit two schools,
not just one.

This “classroom” didn't conform to
my image of one. There are no walls. It
is open ground in the center of the
village. The ground is covered with a
mat for the students to sit on, but there
are no chairs or other furniture.

Ekal in

Varanasi
present to participate in our visit.
Dr. Singh was undoubtedly the ranking
visitor, but I was clearly the honored
guest for the day.
After the pens were dispensed, the
students demonstrated their academic
skills for us. Some recited stories
(reading), which was done in a beautiful
chant. Others wrote in English, which,
for them, are both a foreign language
and a foreign alphabet. Finally, some
did math problems, such as long
division, on a chalkboard in front of the
“classroom.”

Without a chair, apparently, the
teacher stands or squats. Importantly,
there is a shade tree over the area,
which is essential in summer. Here in
the country, often there are fields or
livestock adjacent to the class area.
The classroom area does have a rather
small chalkboard (perhaps 2½ by 3 feet
or 75 by 90 cm), several educational
charts, such as the English alphabet
and some English vocabulary, and
finally, a picture of Saraswati, the
goddess of education; however,
because there are often no walls
nearby, finding a place for these boards
and charts is problematic.

Dr. Singh is a great example of
dedication to Ekal who allocates every
Sunday to Ekal work, but it is clear that
he puts in much more effort than this.
For example, our school visit consumed
a complete Wednesday, and he spent
time before this arranging the visit
details with me, and others.
Ekal designs its program to
integrate the school with village life.
When we arrived in the village, it was
clearly a big day for it. The village elders
and many of the other adults were
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Dr. Petersen welcomed by a Ekal Students
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The students range in age from 5 to
12 years old. With this range, the
educational approach seems to be that

brushing probably wouldn't happen
unless parents understood its
value.

the younger ones learn by watching the
older ones complete their lessons. Ekal
supplies a slate and chalk, as well as
workbooks, for each student, and each
class receives a chalkboard,
educational charts, and the Saraswati
picture. The workbooks are in Hindi or
whatever the local language is.

Our visit ended with a snack of fresh
fruit. Then we drove to the second school.
The second village was similar,
except that the class was newer. The
class and teacher at the first school had
been in place about a year, but the
second class had only started a month
previously. Consequently, the student

Each teacher receives this
refresher training for ten days every six
months. Rather than fully in the open,
this class was held in the portico of a
building. In other ways though, it
resembled the primary education
classes we had seen earlier: The
students sat on the floor and the
medium of education seemed to be
primarily chanting. There were no
instructional aids, such as a
chalkboard, in the space, however. Dr.
Singh addressed the teachers, telling
them how interested he was in their
success, and he gave them all his
mobile phone number in case they
needed his help with something. (Note
that this offer will make further demands
on the time he donates to Ekal.)
One Ekal principle to strengthen
village life is to, whenever possible,
recruit the village teacher directly from
that village, and they are successful at
doing this 95 percent of the time.
In summary, this visit gave me
wonderful exposure to village life in

Although primary education is the
core of the Ekal program, four other
pieces integrate with it to complete the
village education package:
v Health Education (potable water,
tooth brushing, hygiene, etc.)
v Development Education (community enterprises, for example,
turning cow dung into organic
fertilizer or making organic
pesticides from bovine urine)
v Empowerment Education (advocating effectively for desired
community changes)
v Sanskar (Indian traditions and
rituals), although the primary
education is for the kids, these other
four pieces involve the adults in the
village too. For instance, tooth
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Dr. Smith enjoying meal with the villagers

recitations weren't as advanced, and the
teacher didn't appear quite as confident.
The visit agenda was the same as the
first village: greetings with tilaks and
garlands, individually presenting the
pens, and some students demonstrating
their academic skills.

India something the foreign tourist
seldom has a chance to see and to the
amazing work Ekal is doing to enhance
that village life so that these villagers
can be potent partners in the world's
largest democracy.

As a bonus, we next visited a
teachers training session at a third
location. About 30 teachers were
receiving in-service training.

Dr. Preston Smith
Certified Management Consultant,
Portland, Oregon
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ftls lkeqnkf;d Hkou Hkh dgk tkrk
gSA ;s lHkh ;gka ds xkao okyksa ds dke
vkrs gSaA
xzke lfefr dh lfØ;rk ds
ek/;e ls bl lekt esa vius /keZ
ijEijk ds izfr tkx:drk c<+ xbZ
gSA igys ;s yksx iwtk&ikB ugha
djrs FksA eafnj ugha tkrs FksA ysfdu
vc ;s yksx iwtk&ikB ,oa Hktu
dhrZu Hkh djus yxs gSaA igys bl
cLrh esa eafnj ugha FkkA ysfdu vc
nks eafnj nks yk[k dh ykxr ls cus
,dy fo|ky; izokl ds Øe esa
gSaA Jh d`".k Hkxoku ds eafnj dk
vtesj vapy ds iq"dj ladqy esa
iqufuZek.k Hkh djok;k x;kA
filkxu lap ds uqfj;kokl xzke
,dy fo|ky; xkze lfefr ds
ohgM+ esa xqtZj lekt dk ,d xkao
i;zkl o ek/;e ls gh bl xkoa dh
gSA ;gka o"kZ 2005 ls ,dy fo|ky;
xqtZj
efgyk,a Lo;a lgk;rk legw pyk jgh
py jgk gSA 2500 tula[;k okys
gASa fiNys 5&6 o"kkaZs ls lp
a kfyr ;g
lekt esa fuj{kjrk
bl bykds esa [ksrh&ckM+h] xsgw¡] tkS]
leg
w
efgykvk
a
s
dk
s
de
C;kt ij
Tokj] eDdk] eqaxQyh] fry o
bruh gS fd efgyk lk{kjrk dh
cd
aS ls _.k fnyokrk gS vkjS ckn
lCth dh [ksrh dh cgqyrk gSA
dYiuk Hkh ugha dh tk ldrhA lekt
eas NkVsh&NkVsh jkf”k ls ;s
i”kqikyu ,oa et+nwjh budk
lsok dh lksp Hkh nwj&nwj rd ugha gSA ,d
efgyk,a viuk _.k Hkx
q rku
eq[; is”kk gSA
nwljs dh lgk;rk djuk rks cgqr cM+h ckr gks
dj nrsh gAaS blls efgyk,a
tk;sxhA bu lc dfBu lkekftd ifjfLFkfr;ksa esa
f'k{kk ds izfr
vkRefuHkjZ cu jgh gAaS
,dy fo|ky; vfHk;ku }kjk ;gka ,dy fo|ky;
tkx:drk c<+h
lapkfyr fd;k x;kA ftlds dkj.k bl lekt ds va/ksjs igys ;gka dh efgyk,a
bl xkao ds ,dy esa ,d nhi tyk ,oa fuj{kjrk :ih va/ksjs ds ckny NaVus cd
aS kas eas tkus dh fgEer
fo|ky; esa 30 Nk= i<+rs yxsA bl lekt dh efgyk,a ,oa cgusa lk{kj gksus yxhaA ugha djrh FkhAa cd
aS ds
gSaA ;gk¡ xqtZj lekt ds
vf/kdkjh ls ckr ugha dj
125 ifjokj jgrs gSaA lkoZtfud mi;ksx gsrq bl lekt ds chp /keZ'kkyk,¡
ldrh FkhAa yfsdu ,dy
fufeZr gksus yxsA efgykvksa us vkilh lg;ksx ,oa
fiNM+h tkfr dk gksus ds
ds f”k{kk tkxj.k ls
LokoyEcu
gs
r
q
Lo;a
lgk;rk
lew
g
Hkh
iz
k
jEHk
dj
dkj.k os vius cPpksa ls
efgyk,a /khj&
s /khjs lc
fn;kA viuh laLd`fr] ijEijk ,oa /keZ dh
i”kqikyu dk dke djkrs gSaA
dN
q
le>us yxh gAS
j{kk ds fy, eafnj dk fuekZ.k ,oa
bl dkj.k f”k{kk ds izfr buesa
fglkc&fdrkc Hkh djus yxh gSa
iwtk&ikB Hkh izkjEHk dj
tkx:drk dk ?kksj vHkko jgrk gSA
,oa dl
q hZ ij cBSdj ckras djuk Hkh
fn;kA
blfy, ;gka ,dy fo|ky; izkjEHk
lh[k xbZ gAaS fo|ky; xkze es ^eku
fd;k x;kA vcrd 5&6 o"kksZa esa
efgyk Lo;a lgk;rk legw* ,oa ^nos
,dy fo|ky; ls 250 ls 300 cPps /keZ”kkyk,a] pkj lRlax dsUnz o eafnj efgyk Lo;a lgk;rk legw* uked nks
i<+ pqds gSa] ftuesa 80 izfr”kr cPpksa dk fuekZ.k gqvkA Lo;a lgk;rk lewg legwkas dk fuek.Zk gv
q k gAS bu legwkas esa
us ljdkjh fo|ky; esa vkxs dh Hkh cuhA ^viuk xkao & viuk dke* 20 gtk+j ls 5 yk[k rd ds _.k fn,
i<+kbZ iwjh djus gsrq viuk ukekadu ;kstuk ds vUrxZr 10 izfr”kr jkf”k tk pd
q s gAaS bl lgk;rk ls bl lekt
djok;kA tc ;gka sa ,dy fo|ky; tek djkdj nks&nks yk[k #i;s dh ,oa xkoakas dk thou ifjn”`; gh vkt
vkjEHk gqvk rks xkao dh yM+fd;ka Hkh rhu /keZ”kkyk,¡ & Jh gstk th cny x;k gAS bl lekt eas fo”okl
[ksy] xhr ,oa dgkuh lquus ds fy, egkjkt] Jh nsoukjk;.k Hkxoku ,oa dh tks fdj.kas o ix
z fr fn[kus yxh gaS
vkus yxhaA /khjs&/khjs i<+kbZ esa Hkh Jh grkbZ dh /keZ”kkyk cuok;h x;hA mlds ey
w eas gS ,dy vfHk;kuA

xqtZj lekt
dk lokZaxh.k
fodkl
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Hkkx ysus yxhaA bu yM+fd;ksa esa Hkh
cpiu ls gh ,dy fo|ky; tkus dh
vknr cu xbZA ,dy dk;ZdrkZvksa
,oa ,dy ds vkpk;Z Jh dUgS;kyky
th ds vkxzg o iz;kl us bl cLrh
dh yM+fd;ksa esa f”k{kk ds izfr tkx`fr
vkbZA “kke 6 cts ls jkf= 9 cts rd
,dy fo|ky; ;gka pyrk gSA vkt
fLFkfr ;g gS fd 99 izfr”kr
yM+fd;ksa esa f”k{kk ds izfr
tkx:drk c<+h gSA
lfØ; xzke lfefr
xzke lfefr dh lfØ;rk Hkh c<+h
gSA budh tkx:drk ,oa lfØ;rk
ds dkj.k bl lekt dh cLrh esa pkj

xkSjo xkFkk
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and sustainable appropriate rural
technologies with special emphasis on
making traditional rural enterprises
more profitable and generating new
income generating opportunities
through introduction of novel enterprises in rural areas.

GREEN
FUEL
Dr. Anand Karve

By turning sugarcane leaves into a
fuel grade clean coal, Dr. Anand Karve
has fuelled many benefits. One, a
variety of waste material has been
transformed into a source of energy.
Two, the scarcity of fuel in the vast
countryside can be tackled with local
resources. Three, that farmers can use
off-season free time to augment their
incomes and escape the clutches of
loan-sharks. Four, it has proved that
local, low-cost, low-tech inventions
have much wider potential to transform
the quality of village life and that this upgradation can happen without
depending on heavy finances or megaprojects.
Dr. Karve launched
his Appropriate Rural
Technology Institute
( A RT I ) a t P h a l t a n ,
District Satara,
Maharashtra, with the
intention to undertake
research projects
t o s t u d y, d e v e l o p ,
standardize, implement,
commercialize and
popularize innovative
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ARTI helps in improving the quality
of life in the countryside. The low cost
ideas have flourished with local
support. In the high humidity chamber
cloning of plants takes shape, which are
then made available to the farmers at
an affordable price. As one farmer
points out, the domestic stoves and
family cookers devised by Dr. Karve are
“cheaper to operate and the food
cooked in them tastes better!'

is easily carried to the fields on a bullock
cart or a hand cart. It costs just Rs.
5,000 and it can yield an income of up to
Rs. 100,000 a year. Besides, the coal
thus produced and consumed does not
pollute the air. In fact, other organic
wastes can also be turned into sources
of energy.”
The villagers can be seen
producing coal four to five months a
year-from November to May - a postmonsoon season, which otherwise
would have kept them idle. “We use this
coal at home. It is so cheap. We also
sell it. The technique is so simple,”
exclaims a beneficiary. “Thanks to it,
thousands of farmers have gotten rid of
the crushing burden of farm loans.”

The 76-years-old retired botanist
has also designed Kilns (furnaces) and
Briquetting machines for small farmers.
Dr. Karve elucidates the principle
behind the furnace: “Seventy out of the
100 crore people living in villages are
hard pressed for fuel. On the other
hand, there is abundance of dry leaves
of sugarcane in Maharashtra. These
can turn into clean coal that emits no
gases other than carbon dioxide.”
The Kiln is cost effective, nonpolluting and eminently suitable for
local requirements. Dr. Karve explains:
“Instead of installing a huge furnace
and producing coal in a centralized
location, which would entail heavy
transportation expense, the contraption

Dr. Karve with Prince Charles of UK

Dr. Karve's efforts at making the
villages more self-reliant have been
widely recognized. He has been twice
recipient of the prestigious Ashden
Award of Great Britain. In 2002, first
time he got award for the technology of
making charcoal from dry leaves, and
again in 2006 for the urban bio-gas
plant, which uses food waste as feed
stock. The adage that local knowledge
can be put to global application is not a
hollow slogan, as Dr. Anand Karve's
innovations amply demonstrate.
Courtesy:
Pehal: Pioneering Personalities
by Laxmi Narayan Goel
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